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Dan 518, 


* OM E time ago * gave you the 
trouble of looking over the fol- 
dwing ſheets in manuſcript, with 
yhich'- you ſaid you; was much 
pleaſed. 


The approbation of 0 Wh a 
judge has emboldned me to print 
them, and I do not know a more 
proper perſon to whom to addreſs 
them. 7: 4 

The rank you have long and de- 
ſervedly borne in the profeſſion, and 
the character you have always main- 
tained in it as an honeſt man, as a 
judicious and fair practitioner, give 
you a juſt claim to the regard of all 
its members. 


4 1 By 


iv DEDICATION. 


By this addreſs I mean to expreſs 
my ſenſe of your merit, and my 
eſtimation of your friendſhip ; but 
leſt what I intend as a civility 
ſhould become offenſive, I will not 
add any thing which tho' ſtrictly 
true might have the appearance of 
flattery, nor make a needleſs recital 


of thoſe good Qualities which you 


are ſo well known to poſſeſs. 


J heartily wiſh you continuance 


of health, and am, 


0 


Dr AR SIR, 


Your moſt obedient Servant, 


Watling-Street, 
2 Feb. 1762. 


Percivall Pott. 


(v.) : 


— 


VOM E following tract as the title 
K prefer, 15 defigned as a ſupple- 
ment to one publiſhed a few years ago; 
one of the abjections to which was, that 
it was defetive in matten; and ought 
to have comprehended the fo ſe bernie, 
they being as real diſeaſes, and re- 
quiring Chirurgical aſſiſtance as much 
as the true. ; 

This deficiency I have now endea- 
voured to ſupply in the Md manner I 
am able. 

When I began to put theſe paper 
in order, I did not think they would 
have run to ſuch a length; and when 


they were — I did not know how 
| ut rendering them 


EON 


7. Oe | > 
N {4 am 
| L { 5 SY / 


l 7 

Jam per faclly ſenſible that ſome 
parts of them will a ppear prolix and 
di fuſe, and that ſuch manner of wri- 
ting is in general very juſtly objected 
70, but yet cannot help thinking that 
ſometimes it may be excuſable, or even 
neceſſary. "REV 

When application is made to ge 
judgment merely, and information is 
j intended to be conveyed 10 many people 
of different capacities, it may become 
neceſſary to ſet. the ſame objec in ſe- 
veral different lights, and to repeat 
the ſame thoughts many times in diffe- 


rent words : to thoſe who have not been 
much converſant with the thing treated 
of, a fludied brevity would become a 
perplexing obſcurity ; however ſatiſ- 
fied ſuch readers might be with the 
ile of the writer, they would not be 
made ſufficiently arquainted with the 
ſubjet; they might be pleaſed, but 
they would not be informed. 


I ſhould 


(vi) 

I ſhould indeed be very ſorry to have 
conveyed my meaning in ſuch manner 
as to diſguſt the judicious, but as my 
principal intention was to inſtruct the 
unknowing, my chief aim has been per- 
ſpicuity : if the learned and critical 
are not diſpleaſed I ſhall be glad, if 
the ignorant gain any knowledge I ſhall 
be much more ſo + the character of an 
elegant writer I make no pretenſion 
to, that of a ſkilful ſurgeon and of a 
man who has done ſome good in the 
way of his profeſſion, I ſhould be ex- 
treamly glad to deſerve. 
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PRACTICAL REMARKS 


ON THE 


nia, have by ſurgeons been di- 
vided into two claſſes; one of which they 
have diſtinguiſhed by the epithet of true, 
the other of falſe or ſpurious. 

Under the firſt they range all thoſe tu- 
mors which are produced either by the 
deſcent, or protruſion of ſome of thoſe 
parts which ſhould naturally be contained 
within the cavity of the abdomen ; but 
which by being Gifplaced from their pro- 


8 
. 


8 E C T 2 1 NN 


N D various diſeaſes comprehen- 
ded under the general term Her- 


” 4 


per ſituation form ſwellings in the groin, 


ſcrotum, belly, thigh, navel, &c. 4 
| . By 


2 PRACTICAL REMARKS 07 
By the ſecond they mean all diſeaſes of 


the teſticles, their coats and veſſels; whe- 
ther proceeding from the induration and 
inlargement, or other affection of the parts 
themſelves,-or from the lodgment, or ac- 
cumulation of extravaſated fluid within 
them. 
So that what are called true herniæ, are 
diſeaſes occaſioned by the removal of cer- 
tain parts from their natural ſituation, 
within one of the cavities of the body ; 
and thoſe termed falte, are original diſor- 
| ders of the parts themſelves in which they 
1 are ſeated. | 
li A part of the inteſtinal canal, or of the 
omentum, ſtomach, uterus, or bladder, are 
what moſt frequently make the contents of 
the former; a varicous diſtention of the 
ſpermatic veſſels, extravaſated blood or wa- 
ter within the membranes of the teſticle, 
or of the ſpermatic chord, an inflamma- 
tory inlargement, and a ſchirrous or can- 
cerous ſtate of the teſtis itſelf, conſtitute the 
latter. 

The true Herniz receive their diſtin- 
guiſhing appellations either from the parti- 
_ cular part of the body in which the tumor 
makes its appearance, or from what is 

contained within it, and are therefore 
"a called 
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te HYDROCELE, Ge. 3 
called inguinal, ſcrotal, umbilical and ven- 
tral ; or inteſtinal, and omental ruptures. 

The ſpurious derive their names either 
from their ſuppoſed contents, as the pneu- 
matocele, hæmatocele, and hydrocele; or 
from the alteration made by the diſeaſe in 
the natural ſtructure of the parts concerned, 
as the varicocele, circocele, and ſarcocele; 
to which ſome have added that inflamma- 
tory defluxion of the teſticle, commonly 
called hernia humoralis. ; 

The pneumatocele or wind-rupture, is a 
miſtake, there is no tumor of this kind, 
and in this fituation, in a living ſubject; it 
is indeed particularly deſcribed by many 
writers both antient and modern, and faid 
to. be a diſeaſe to which infants are very 
liable; but the complaint fo deſcribed, and 
which nurſes and ignorant people ſtill call 
a wind- rupture, is not what they take it 
for, neither is it produced by wind : it 1s 
either a true inteſtinal hernia, or a ſpecies 
of hydrocele, which will be taken notice of 
hereafter. 

I he varicocele, which is an inlargement 

and diſtention of the blood veſſels of the 
ſcrotum, is very ſeldom an original diſeaſe 

independent of any other; and when it is, 

is hardly an object of ſurgery. 8 

| | a B 2 The 


4 PRACTICAL REMARKS 07 
The circocele, or varicous ſtate .of the 
5 ne vein, tho' it is really a diſeaſe, 
and ſometimes very troubleſome to thoſe 
afflicted with it, yet is ſeldom capable of 
much relief beyond that of a ſuſpenſory 
bandage. 


r. II. / 
O the HyDprocELs general. 


HE term hydrocele, if uſed in a li- 


| teral ſenſe, means any tumor pro- 
i duced by water ; but ſurgeons have always 
ll confined it to thoſe which poſſeſs either 
| the membranes of the ſcrotum, or the 


| coats of the teſticle and its veſlels. 

| The firſt of theſe, viz. That which has 
1 its ſeat in the membranes of the ſcrotum, 
| is common to the whole bag, and to all 
| the cellular ſubſtance which looſely enve- 
lopes both the teſtes ; it is ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
only a ſymptom of a diſeaſe, in which the 
whole habit is more or leſs concerned, and 
| | very ſeldom affects this part only. 

| | The latter, or thoſe which occupy the 
Wl coats which immediately inveſt the teſticle, 
and its veſſels, are abſolutely local, very ſel- 
dom affect the common membrane of the 
ſerotum, 


** 


rbe HY DROCELE, &. 5 
ſcrotum, generally attack one fide only, 
and are frequently found in perſons who 
are free from all other complaint. 
Notwithſtanding the obvious and mate- 
rial difference between the two kinds of 
diſeaſe, they have by the majority of writers 
been confounded together, and conſidered 
as ſpringing from the ſame fource, and re- 
quiring the ſame kind of treatment ; tho' 
one 1s plainly and evidently a ſymptom or 
attendant only of a general diſorder, and 
the other is ſtrictly and abſolutely local. 

This one fundamental error has been the 
occaſion of many others. The ſuppoſition 
that all collections of water found in the 
membranes, or coats of the ſcrotum and 
teſticles, are of the ſame general kind, has 
produced an infinite variety of wild con- 
jectures concerning the particular and im- 
mediate nature, and origin of them. 

By ſome they have been attributed to an 
indiſpoſition of the liver, kidneys, and 
ſpleen; by others to a natural connection 
between the emulgent and ſpermatic veſ- 
ſels, and therefore ſaid to be always found 
on one ſide. 

By many the fluid has been thought to 

be of the urinary kind, or at leaſt that it 

3 to IVE paſſed thro the kidney, but 
. B 3 & miſtaking . 
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6 PRACTICAL REMARKS on 


miſtaking its way, gets into the membranes 
of the ſcrotum * and teſticles ; while others 
have affirmed that all complaints of this 
kind are really ſymptoms of a dropſical 
habit, that the water originally comes 

from 


® Supervenit quandoque ex cauſa aliqua externa et mani- 


feſta ut ictu, caſu, &c. crebro vero ex latente et non mani- 


feſta; quæ ab externa cauſa acceſſit, aut dextrum aut ſi- 
niſtrum renem indifferenter affligit; ; a latente vero et non 


manifeſta cauſa originem ducens nunquam alium quam 
ſiniſtrum. Schenkius. 


Rene hoc male affecto nec officio ſuo probe fungente uri- 


ne pars quam emulgens hæc ad ſe pertraxit, cum ad veſi- 
cam per male affectum renem non poteſt deſcendere per ſe- 
minalem in Erythroideam delabitur, hoc modo hydrocelen 
ingenerans. Hinc apparet et abunde manifeſtum eſt quam- 


obrem hydrocele haud ab externa ſed a latente originem 


& 


ducens, non nifi in ſiniſtram membranam incidat et hujus 
teſtem affligat. Schenkius. 


Hernia aquoſa ſi a cauſa interna et latente originem du- 
cit, ut plurimum ſiniſtram partem ſcroti occupat, ſeroſuſque 
Hle humor in membrana teſtem involvente erythroiden dicta 
colligitur, idque fit præcipue rene ſiniſtro male affecto, qua, 
propter ſeroſos humores non attrahens et ad veſicam non 
mittens per venam ſeminariam quæ in iſto latere ex emul- 
gente pracedit in membranam erythroiden delabitur. 

| Fab. Hildanus. 


Ne ſeroſus humor qui a rene attrahi non poteſt, in abdo- 
mine retineatur. Hildanus. 


Si hernia fiat ex humoribus venientibus a renibus ad teſti 
culum, cognoſcitur tactu. Lancfranc. 


» Colligitur liquor in * qui facile de- 
ſcendit. . Fab. ab Aquapend. 


Aliquando deſcendit aqua illue ſicut deſcendit in hydro-: | 


24 | | Lancfranc, 


tbe HYDROCELE, Go. 7 


ſrom the cavity of the belly, and * either 
paſſes thro' the peritoneum, or extends that 
membrane down into the {crotum. 

Many cautions have been given againſt 
attempting the cure of one ſpecies of the 
diſeaſe haſtily, or without a previous courſe 
of medicine, upon ſuppoſition that the de- 
fluxion is of a noxious kind, and by falling 
on this part frees the conſtitution © from ſe- 
veral other diſeaſes. It has been deſcribed 
as frequently * producing a corrupted, or 
otherwiſe diſeaſed teſticle ; as being nearly 
allied in nature to thoſe tumours. which are 
called encyſted, whoſe tunics are formed 


B 4 out 
* See Cheſſelden's Anatomy. 


© Szpe ego vidi multos per hernias liberatos eſſe a gravi- 
bus affectibus, ab empyemate, hydrope pulmonis, &c. unde 
fi pemitus ſanetur poterit multos morbos poſtea inferre. 


Fallopius. 
4 'Teftis autem ſubſtantia ab acrimonia humoris ſucceſſu 
temporis corrumpitur. Schenkius. 


Sciendum eſt quod in hernia illa in qua continetur aqua 
in vagina teſtis, et quæ aliquantiſper fit diuturna corruptus 
eſt teſtis. Fallopius, 

Ubi paulo diutius humor iſte intus relinquitur metuen- 
dum eſt ne teſticulus ſenſim cum eodem corrumpatur, vel 
occaleſcat, atque ita ſchirrum vel ſarcocelen, vel cancrum 
tandem ſentiat. Heiſter. 

Ne ſcilicet collectum in ſcroto ſerum per acredinem pau- 
latim contractam partes internas et cum primis teſticulum 
corrumpat et noxam magis periculoſam efficiet. Heiſter. 

Notandum vero aquam in ſeroto non eſſe diu relinguen- 
dam ne a mora teſtis corrumpatur, vel una cum aqua adve- 
niat hernia carnoſa et caro concreſcat. Fab. ab Aquapend. 
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the tunica communis of the proceſs, and 


8 PRACTICAL REMARKS on 
out of the common membrane by mere 
preſſure; and as being generally accompa- 
nied with a true hernia, or a deſcent of a 
portion of inteſtine or omentum, which 
ſuppoſed circumſtance has been urged as a 
reaſon for not attempting a radical cure. 
The ſame wanton liberty has been taken 


in aſſigning different ſeats to theſe diſor- 


ders, as in accounting for their origin: 
every part which inveſts or accompanies 
the ſpermatic veſſels or teſticles, not only 


the 


The truth of all theſe aſſertions might be proved by 
many quotations from authors who have long been deemed 
great authorities, from Fabritius ab Aquapendente, Fallo- 
pius, Gulielmus e Saliceto, Lancfranc, Theodoric, Brunus, 
Guido de Cauliaco, Fabritius Hildanus, Schenckius, Peter 
Lowe, Serjeant Wiſeman, Dr. Turner, Mr. Cheſſelden, and 
others; but as their books are in every body's hands Cita- 
tions are needleſs, 


The opinion of Mr. Cheſſelden on this ae! is . 
ſo ſingular, and ſo contrary to truth and nature, that J ſhall 
take the liberty to repeat his words, left his great, and in 
general deſerved character, ſhould miſlead the unwary. 


In the very laſt edition of his anatomy, p. 264. he ſays, 
— The true hernia aquoſa is from the abdomen, which 
either extends the peritoneum into the ſcrotum, or breaks 
it, and then forms a new membrane, which thickens as it 
extends, as in aneuriſms and atheromatous tumors : the 
dropſy in the cyſt, for ſuch it properly is, rarely admits 
of more than a palliative cure by punQure or tapping, 
like the dropſy of the abdomen ; and this with ſome diffi- 
culty, becauſe the omentum 3 and ſometimes the 
gut —_— with . | £ 


* 


fk, : 


the HY DROCELE, &c. 9 
the cavity of the tunica vaginalis, (the real 
ſeats of one or other of theſe diſeaſes) have 
been enumerated, butſeveral imaginary ones 
have been added; firm hard membranes 


have. been ſplit into lamellæ, and cyſts and 
coats have been deviſed which never had 


any real exiſtence. 
In conſequence of theſe ſtrange illfounded 


opinions of the nature, origin, and feats of 
theſe diſeaſes, as ſtrange and abſurd me- 
thods of cure have been propoſed and d Ps. 


tiſed. L 
Strong purges and powerfully diuretic 


medicines, have been preſcribed to carry off 
the water from the general habit, in caſes 
where the diſeaſe has been perfectly local. 
Actual cauteries uſed, and ligatures and 
inciſions made on the groin and ſpermatic 
proceſs, to hinder the future deſcent of 


water rom the belly f. Injections of aſtrin- 
gent 


f Et, cum totam evacuaveris aquam, cauteriza loeum 
quem aperuiſti; et fac duo cauteria punctualia in inguine, 
ex utraque partem unum ſupra didymum ; quod fi non cau- 
terizes aqua..iterum redit. Sed cauteria redire materiam 
iterum non permittunt.. .. Lancfranc. 
Et iterum redit niſi cauterizetur poſt perforationem.Brunus. 
——In apertione duplex eſt intentio, ſcilicet aperire et pro- 
hibere ne aqua rurſus deſcendat. Aquapendent. 
— Avicennas. utitur ferramentis candentibus in regione in- 
guinis ut corrugatur pars, ne aqua poſſet deſcendere. Aquapen. 

Sin autem in rene vitium non fuerit, et deflaxym plane 
impedire volueris, inciſionem n parte ſcroti prope 

CE 2 inguina 
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10 PRACTICAL REMARRS 07 
gent liquors, and of ardent. ſpirits throw: 
in with a view to cloſing broken lympha- 
tics. Tedious and painful operations have 
been practiſed for the eradication of ima- 
ginary cyſts. Directions given to evacuate 
the water at different times, leſt the pa- 
tient's ſtrength ſhould fail, or his health 
ſuffer from its being done too ſuddenly. 
And the teſticles being ſuppoſed to be moſt 
frequently ſpoiled by long laying in the 
water, caſtration has often been performed, 
even in the ſimple hydrocele s 

All this while both writers and practi- 
tioners lazily and ſervilely copying each 
other, the marks or ſymptoms by which 


the 


inguina fieri expedit; quandoquidem duplex chirurgo eſt 
ſcopus prior evacuare ſeroſum humorem, poſterior prohibere 
ne de novo aqua in ſcrotum defluat. Hildanus. 
Et quia tota aqua in tunica illa (nempe vaginali) conti- 
nebatur, ita ut teſticulus ei innataret, ne in poſterum denuo 
deſcenderet aqua acu incurvato ac filo reduplicato, univer- 
ſam hanc tunicam (præter vaſa ſeminalia) apprehendi et 
mediocriter conſtrinxi atque ligavi. Hildanus 
E I wiſh I could fay that this obſervation related to paſt 
times only, but am afraid that inſtances in our own are not 
wanting, where the teſticle being ſuppoſed to be diſeaſed, 
tho? really not ſo, has been unneceſſarily taken away. 
See Gouch's Caſes. 


Indeed in this and many other parts of ſurgery it is of in- 
finite importance for an operator to be perfectly well ac- 
quainted with the natural figure, complexion, &c. of the 
parts in a living ſubject, leſt he unneceſſarily: cut off thoſe 


f 1 | which are ſound, or leave what ought to be removed by 
i | being diſeaſed, 
66 Poa 
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| the ſeveral different diſorders paſſing under 
the ſame general appellation might be diſ- 
tinguiſhed, not being clearly laid down, 
neither the nature, preciſe ſituation, nor 
moſt proper method of attempting the re- 
lief of any of them, was rightly underſtood 
by the majority of thoſe who mult daily be 
called to the care of them, 

Dr. Monro the father, who is profeſſor 
of anatomy at Edinburgh, and Mr. Samuel 
Sharp, late ſurgeon to Guy's Hoſpital, are 
the firſt, and almoſt the only writers, who 
have ſenſibly and rationally explained the 
true theory and nature of theſe diſeaſes ; to 
them the profeſſion is greatly obliged, as 
they have thrown much light on this ſub- 
ject, and aſſiſted their readers in obtaining 
more true and juſt ideas than any other 
authors whatever. 


S = © ©. BE 
OME degree of knowledge of the 


ſtructure, diſpoſition, and connecti- 
ons of the parts concerned, is abſolutely 
neceſſary toward the right underſtanding 
of the true nature of any diſeaſe ; and an 


anatomical deſcription of ſuch parts ought 
always to be prefixed to every account of 
| | ONC.; 
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12 PRACTICAL REMARKS 07 
one: this I ſhall endeavour to give in as 
ſuccin& a manner as I can, intending only 
to furniſh the reader with ſuch a general 
idea, as may ſerve to account for the moſt 
frequent ſymptoms and appearances of the 
diiorders in queſtion, and elucidate the chi- 
rurgical practice; not to enter into a mi- 
nute detail, or engage in any of the diſ- 
putes which have ariſen on this ſubject. 
The ſpermatic veſſels like moſt of the 
contents of the abdomen, lye behind the 
peritoneum, enveloped in the common 
tela celluloſa, or what uſed to be called the 
cellular appendix of that membrane; the 
arteries which are two, ariſe from the trunk 
of the aorta, in the mid-way between the 
emulgent and lower meſenteric. At their 
origin they are very ſmall, and contrary to 
all the other arteries in the body they ſeem 
tather to increaſe in diameter as they de- 
ſcend. In their paſſage downward they 
impart ſeveral branches to the cellular 
membrane which inveſts them, and before 
they arrive at the teſticle they are divided 
into four or five principal; one of theſe 


goes to the epididymis, the others to the 
body of the teſtis : the latter having pierced 


the tunica ellivginca, and being convoluted 
| in 
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in the moſt wonderful manner, compoſe 
the greateſt part of the body of that gland. 

From theſe convolutions of the ſperma- 
tic artery the ſemen is ſecreted, and after 
ſecretion, is received by thoſe particular 
veſſels which late anatomiſts have agreed 
to call the vaſa efferentia ; theſe vary in 
their number in different ſubjects, being 
from 10 to 15 more or leſs : when col- 
lected together they form what is called 
the globus major, or larger extremity of 
that body which from its ſituation is called 
the epididymis. They then unite into 
one ſingle tube, which being convoluted 
and contorted in the moſt miraculous man- 
ner, conſtitutes the reſt of that ſame body ; 
ſo that the whole of the epididymis, except 
that part of it which is formed by the con- 
currence of the vaſa efferentia, does really 
conſiſt of one ſingle tube, whoſe diameter 
is ſaid in no part to exceed the 8oth of an 
inch, but which is contorted ſome thou- 
ſands of times, and if unravelled and drawn 
out, is ſome yards in length. 

From the leſſer extremity of the epidi- 
dymis proceeds the vas deferens, or that ca- 
nal thro' which the ſemen is conveyed » . 
from the teſticles towards the penis ; or in | 
other words, when this wonderful tube 


2 | £ 5 ceaſes 
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ceaſes to be contorted, and puts on the ap- 
pearance of one fingle ſmooth veſlel, it is 
then called the vas deferens. 

This riſes from the leſſer end of the 
epididymis, enveloped in the ſame com- 
mon tela celluloſa in which the ſpermatie 
artery and vein are inveſted ; and when it 
is got juſt above the edge of the os pubis, 
ſeparates from them, and paſſing down be- 
hind the peritoneum proceeds to the infe- 
rior part of the neck of the bladder, where 
it depoſits the ſemen in the receptacles 
appointed for that purpoſe, called veſiculæ 
ſeminales. 

The blood, after the ſeminal ſecretion is 
performed, is returned back into the ge- 
neral maſs by the ſpermatic vein, which 
on the right fide empties itſelf into the 
vena cava, and on the left into the emul- 
gent vein. 

While the ſpermatic veſſels are within 
the cavity of the belly, the cellular mem- 
brane in which they are enveloped is much 
more lax, its cells larger, and its texture 
more tender, than on the outſide of the 

ſame cavity; as they paſs under the tranſ- 


verſalis, 

b The paſſage of this chord, or of the ſpermatic veſſels 
under two of the muſcles and through the third, is a cir- 
cumſtance of much importance; and what every one ought 
_ , t6bewell acquainted with. The common doctrine is, that 
N - in 
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verſalis, and obliquus internus, and thro' 
the obliquus externus, they receive a con- 
ſiderable addition of cellular ſubſtance from 
the adjacent parts, and when they have 
paſſed thro' the tendinous aperture of the 
laſt- named muſcle, they, together with 
their cellular tunic, are covered by and 
enveloped in that expanſion of muſcular 
fibres called the cremaſter. | 

The membrane ſurrounding all that part 
of the ſpermatic chord which is on the 
outſide of the abdomen, is called the tuni- 
ca communis, or tunica vaginalis of the 


chord, 


in each of the oblique muſcles of the abdomen and in the 
tranſverſalis, is a tendinous perforation for the paſſage of 
the ſpermatic veſſels, and theſe ſuppoſed openings are called 
the rings. This 1s a miſtake which even ſome very modern 
writers in anatomy and ſurgery have fallen into, and leſt 
their words ſhould not convey an 1dea ſufficiently erroneous, 
ſome of them have given us prints of all theſe openings in 
regular gradation above and behind each other. Nothing 
can be more falſe than ſuch repreſentation ; the ſpermatic 
veſſels do never paſs thro”, but always under the tranſverſalis 
and obliquus internus, at ſuch diſtance as never to be affected 
by their action, or to ſuffer any ſtricture or ſtrangulation 
from them ; on the contrary, the ſpermatic chord always 
paſſes thro* an opening made for that purpoſe in the tendon 
of the obliquus externus, is liable to be affected by its ac- 
tions, and when accompanied by a portion of inteſtine or 
omentum, it is this tendinous aperture which makes the 
ſtricture and produces the ſymptoms and the hazard. 

A circumſtance of great conſequence for every one to be 
anformed of who would rightly underſtand the nature of 
a true herma, and of ſtill greater to him v Who may les 
on to operate upon it. 
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16 PRACTICAL REMARKS 07 
chord, and is as has already been ſaid, a 
mere cellular membrane, totally void of all 
other cavity except thoſe of its cells, firmly 
adhering to the ſurface of the ſpermatic 
veſſels in every part, and plentifuly fur- 
niſhed with lymphatics. 

It is of very great importance to have [0 
true idea of the ſtructure of this part of the 
funiculus ſpermaticus ; the old term tunica 
vaginalis conveyed a very falſe one : it im- 


plied that the ſpermatic veſſels were con- 


tained within it as in a ſheath, and that if 
thoſe veſſels were not there, this coat would 
form an empty bag conſiſting of one ſingle 
cavity. 

This is one great ſource from whence 
many of the errors which have been com- 
mitted in the deſcription of diſeaſes whoſe 
feat either is, or is fuppoſed to be in this 

part, 


Even de la Faye, whoſe notes on Dionis have rendered 
the works of the latter much more valuable as well as uſeful, 
has fallen into the common miſtake with regard to this tu- 
nic, by ſuppoſing it and the tunica vaginalis to be both: 


formed out of the ſame membrane, and allotting a cavity 


to the former. Il faut remarquer que la tunique vagi- 
nale, et la gaine du cordon ſpermatique {ont une con- 
0 tinuation du tiſſu celluleux du peritoine, qui s'allonge 


,** pour enveloper le cordon, et qui s'elargit pour enve- 


loper teſticule; a Pendroit ou cette continuation s'elar- 


git la nature a forme une eloiſon qui empeche la com- 
.-**. munication qui ſe trouveroit entre Pinterieur de la gaine 


du cordon ſpermatique et celui de la tunique vaginale.“ 
| De la Faye, 
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part, have ſprung; and therefore I take 
the liberty of repeating, that it has no one 
particular cavity, but is mere cellular mem- 
brane, and that it terminates in great 
meaſure juſt above the epididymis, tho' it 
may be traced on the ſurface of. the tunica 
vaginalis teſtis. 

The coats of the teſticle are only two, 
viz. the tunica vaginalis, or that bag which 
looſely inveſts it without any adheſion to it 
except in one particular part, and the tu- 
nica albuginea, or that membrane which 
is the immediate and proper covering of its 
vaſcular ſtructure. 

In order to obtain a clear and true idea 
of theſe coats, we ruſt examine them in a 
foetus, in a new born infant, and in an adult. 

The teſticles of the human ſpecies are 
always formed within the cavity of the 
belly, and remain there until, or very near 
unto the time of birth. 

While they are within that cavity they 
are covered by one coat only, which firmly 
adheres to the vaſcular ſtructure of them; 
and 1s evidently derived from the perito- 
neum, in the ſame manner as the outer coat 
of molt of the viſcera of the abdomen. 

Their ſituation during the firſt months, 
1s rather higher than in the latter ; as the 
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13 PrAcrticar RRMARES on 
feetus increaſes in fize they fall gradually 
Tower. 

Within the cavity of the abdomen, on 
each ſide a little below the teſticles, is 2 
{mall opening or orifice leading into a ſmall 
but firm membranous bag ; the upper part 
or neck of which paſſes thro' the apertures 
in the tendons of the external oblique 
muſcles, while the lower part or ſacculus 
lyes enveloped in the common cellular 
membrane on the outfide of thoſe muſcles, 
in the groins. 

Theſe orifices are always open until 
birth, and moſt frequently ſome while af- 
ter; during all which time the ſacculi have 
free and open communication with the in- 
fide of the belly. 

By means of theſe orifices the teſticles 
paſs from the abdomen, through the ten- 
dinous apertures into the faccult in the 
groin ; but the time at which they do this 
is not certain: ſometimes it is juſt before 
birth, ſometimes juſt after, ſometimes they 
get into the ſcrotum immediately, ſome- 
times they remain a conſiderable time in 
the groins, and ſometimes they never paſs 


through the opening in the muſcle at all, 


but remain for cver within the belly. 
Theſe are a kind of luſus naturæ, but in 


the 
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the HYDROCELE, Cc. 19 
the ordinary courſe they very ſoon paſs 
from the groins into the ſcrotal bag, the 
communication with the belly remaining 
open ſome little time longer. 

When the teſticles are got fairly down into 
the ſacculi, if the latter is laid open it will 
appear that the former is looſely enveloped 
by it, in ſuch a manner as to be perfectly free 


from all coheſion, except in one particular 


ſmall part of it, where this bag and the 
proper coat of the teſticle are ſo firmly 
united, as to appear to be plainly a conti- 
nuation of one and the ſame membrane. 

And while the communication with the 
belly remains free, if the ſacculi be laid 
open from the bottom upward, it will ap- 
pear in the moſt conſpicuous manner, that 
the membrane which conſtitutes them is a 
continuation or proceſs of that part of the 
peritoneum which lines the muſcles of the 
abdomen. 

Some time after birth the necks of theſe 
ſacculi become cloſe and impervious; by 
which means all communication between 
their cavity and that of the belly, is totally 
cut off: the time when this happens is va- 
rious and uncertain; I have ſeen them 
perfectly cloſe at the end of ſixteen days, 


and have found it open on one fide and ſnut 
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45 wh 
on the other at the end of two months ; 


though for the moſt part the 'communica- 


tion ceaſes in leſs time. 


It ſometimes happens that while theſe 


paſſages are open, a piece of inteſtine or 
omentum having inſinuated itſelf into one 
of them prevents its contraction, and pro- 
duces a congenial rupture, a diſeaſe much 


more frequent than it is thought to be; 


and in others it alſo ſometimes happens, 


that the ſpermatic veſſels not being ſuffici- 


ently elongated, the teſticles never get be- 
low the groin, and the communication 
with the belly always remains open, tho” 


it does not always receive a portion of gut 


or caul. 
When theſe orifices are once cloſed, there 


never is any future communication be- 
tween the cavities of the ſacculi and that of 
the abdomen ; nor can any thing either ſolid 
or fluid, however ſmall in fize or quantity, 
ever after this period paſs from the one to 
the other. The bags now cloſed at their 
upper part looſely inveſt the teſticles with. 
their epididymes, their cavities being kept 
moiſt by a fine fluid conſtantly exhaled 
from capillary arteries, and as conſtantly 
abſorbed by veſſels appointed for that pur- 
poſe ; which fluid, while theſe parts enjoy 
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"te HYDROCELE, Sc. 224 
a ſound healthy ſtate, is ſmall in quantity, 
no more than juſt ſerves to lubricate the 
ſurface of both membranes, and prevent 
any coheſion between them. 

From theſe premiſes the following infe- 
rences, ſerving to point out the true nature 
and ſeat of ſome of the diſeaſes in queſtion 
may be deduced. | 

1. That the ſdcculi or bags which are 
placed in the groins for the reception of 
the teſticles in proper time, do, when 
cloſed, conſtitute the tunica vaginalis teſ- 
tium ; and are true and original proceſſes of 
the peritoneum. 

2. That of all the parts contained with 
the ſcrotum, theſe ſacculi are the only ones 
which communicate with the cavity of the 
abdomen ; and that when that communica- 
tion is once cloſed, there never is nor can 
be, any natural one between the belly, and 
either the common or proper membranes or 
coats of the ſcrotum or teſticles : nor can 
any thing paſs from the one to the other, 

3. That whatever fluid may be ſhed 
from the ſpermatic veſlels, or collected or 
extravaſated in the cells of the tunica com- 
munis, or thoſe of the dartos, yet no part 
of them can be derived from, or-received 
into the cavity of the tunica vaginalis teſtis. 
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4. That a total failure of the ſecretion 
of that fine fluid which ſhould moiſten the 
inſide of the tunica vaginahs and the out- 
ſide of the tunica albuginea, muſt be at- 
tended with an unnatural coheſion of theſe 
membranes with each other; and conſe- 
quently a leſſening or abolition of the ca- 
vity of the former. 

5. That if more of this fluid is depoſited 
than the abſorbent veſſels can take up, or 
if the abſorbent veſſels do not execute their 
office, it muſt be accumulated within the 
cavity of the ſaid tunic ; from which there 
being no natural outlet, the conſequence 
muſt be a gradual diſtention and inlarge- 
ment of it. 

6. That the natural communication be- 
tween the cavity of the tunica yaginalis 
and belly, not being ſhut until ſome time 
after birth, it may cloſe at its upper part 
while there is a quantity of fluid in the 
lower, too large for the abſorbent veſſels 
of an infant to take up immediately ; and 
conſequently ſuch infant will, until that 
office is executed, labour under a true hy- 
drocele of the tunica vaginalis: a caſe ex- 
tremely common, though generally paſſing 
for a wind-rupture, | 

7. That 
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the HYDROCELE, &c. 23 
. That the water of that kind of hy- 
drocele which is formed k by the fac of a 
congenial hernia, muſt be lodged within 
the cavity of the tunica vaginalis ; while 
all collections of ſerum in the ſacs of other 
kinds of herniæ, muſt neceſſarily be per- 
fectly diſtin from the ſaid tunic, 
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. ScROT Uu. 

HE ſcrotum is the common recep- 
tacle of both the teſticles, conſiſting 
of the cuticula, cutis, and what all anato- 
miſts have now agreed to call the dartos ; 
which is a looſe cellular membrane, per- 
fectly void of fat, and whoſe cavities com- 
municate with each other with the utmoſt 


freedom through every part. 
As this membrane has no communi- 


cation with the cavity of the abdomen 
C 4 within 

& A hydrocele formed by a collection of fluid in the ſac 
of a congenial hernia, is the only caſe which can in any 
manner vindicate that ſtrange general aſſertion of Mr. Cheſ- 
ſeldon, viz. — That the omentum uſually, and the gut 
ſometimes, deſcends from the belly into the ſac. of a hydro- 
cele ; a caſe which undoubtedly has been ſeen, but is very 

ar from being a common one. See Caſe 20 and — 
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within the peritoneum, it 1s plain that 
whatever kind or quantity of fluid may at 
any time be depoſited in it, cannot be de- 
rived from thence, even tho' the patient 
ſhould labour under a true aſcites ; but as 
its cells have free intercourſe with thoſe of 
the general cellular or adipoſe membrane 
all over the body, they will be liable to be 
affected by all thoſe diſorders which have 
their ſeat in that membrane, that is, by all 
diforders proceeding from a low impove- 
riſhed ſtate of blood, from the deficiency 
of the urinary ſecretion, or from the ab- 
ſorbent veſſels not executing their office, 
and conſequently in anaſarcous and leuco- 
phlegmatic habits, will become the ſeat of 
a watry extravaſation. 

This watry ſwelling of the ſcrotum, tho 
it is moſt frequently a ſymptom of a drop- 
ſical habit, and very often accompanies both 
the general anaſarca and the particular col- 
lection in the abdomen called aſcites ; yet 
even in the latter caſe it neither is nor can 
be derived from the cavity of the belly, 
but is confined to the tela celluloſa which 
lies on the outſide of the peritoneum ; the 
water derived from hence diſtends the 


ſcrotum in the ſame manner, and for the 
ſame reaſon that it often does the legs and 


* feet. 
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feet. The cells of the dartos being large 
and abſolutely void of fat, and the ſkin 
which covers them being extremely dilata- 
ble, and giving way for a larger influx into 
this part than into moſt others, has indeed 
occaſioned its being taken notice of as a 
particular diſeaſe, though it is moſt properly 
a ſymptom only. 

This being the caſe, and the true method 
of cure conſiſting in an internal medical 
proceſs, it has been I think improperly 
ranked among the ſpecies of hydrocele ; 
though the nature of the contents will cer- 
tainly admit the uſe of the word. It is in- 
deed a diſeaſe which moſt properly comes 
within the province of a phyſician, but as 
it is of ſome conſequence to be able to diſ- 
tinguith it from other diſorders affecting the 
ſame, or the neighbouring parts, and as ſur- 
geons are often called upon to aſſiſt in alle- 
viating ſome of the inconveniences which 
this defluxion produces, it will not be 
amiſs in this place to give a ſhort account 
of it, and the chirurgical method of at- 
tempting its relief. 

It is an equal, ſoft tumor, poſſeſſing erery 
part of the cellular membrane in which 
both the teſticles are enveloped !, and con- 

ſequently: 


J have once ſeen the ſcrotum anaſalibous on one ſide only, 
and ſo perfectly ſo, that it was miſtaken for a hydrocele of 
the tunica vaginalis, See the Caſe of Corby, No. 3. 
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26 PRACTICAL REMARKS on 
ſequently is as large on one fide as on the 


other; it leaves the ſkin of its natural co- 


lour, or to ſpeak more properly, it does not 
redden or inflame it : if the quantity of 
water is not large, nor the diſtention great, 
the {kin preſerves ſome degree of rugoſity, 
the tumor has a doughy kind of feel, eafily 
receives, and for a little while retains the 
impreſſion of the fingers; the raphe or 


| ſeam of the ſcrotum divides the ſwelling 


nearly equally; the ſpermatic proceſs is 
perfectly free and of its natural fize, and 
the teſticles ſeem to be in the middle of the 
loaded membrane, But if the quantity of 
extravaſated ſerum is large, the ſkin inſtead 
of being rugous is ſmooth and tenſe, and 
plainly ſhews the limpid ſtate of the fluid 
under it; it is cold to the touch, does not 
ſo long retain the impreſſion of the fingers, 
and is always accompanied with a ſimilar 
diſtention of the ſkin of the penis; the 


preputium of which is ſometimes twiſted 


and diſtorted in ſuch a manner, as to make 
a very diſagreeable appearance. Thele are 
the local ſymptoms, to which it may be 
added, that a yellow countenance, an in- 
appetence, a deficiency of the urinary ſe- 


| cretion, ſwelled legs, hard belly, and flimy 


| tools, are its frequent companions, 
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The cure of the original diſeaſe comes, 
as I haye already obſerved, within the phy- 
ſician's province, and requires a courſe of 


internal medicines ; but ſometimes the 


loaded ſcrotum and penis are ſo troubleſome 
to the patient, and in ſuch danger of mor- 
tification, that a reduction of their ſize be- 
comes abſolutely neceſlary : and at other 
times a derivation of the redundant extra- 


vaſated ſerum from this part is ordered as 


an aſſiſtant to the internal regimen. 

The two chirurgical means in uſe for ac- 
compliſhing this end, are puncture and in- 
cifion ; the former of which is made with 
the point of a common lancet, the latter 
either with that, or a knife. 

The generality of writers on this ſubject 
have ſpoken of theſe two methods in ſuch 


manner, that a practitioner who had ſeen 


but little of either, would be inclined to 
think that it was matter of great indiffer- 
ence which he ſhould prefer; and that the 
utility and ſafety of each was equal. 

The intention in the uſe of either, is by 
a diſcharge of the extravaſated fluid to al- 
leviate the preſent uneaſineſs; and by re- 
ducing the ſize of the ſcrotum, to render ĩt 
leſs troubleſome and leſs likely to mortify: 


in ſome few inſtances it has indeed hap- 


2 pened, 
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pened that this local drain has proved a ra- 
dical cure of the original diſeaſe, but that 
is accidental, and not to be depended upon ; 
the intention is generally palliative, and if 
the patient lives, moſt likely to require re- 
petition ; therefore if there is any difference 
between the two methods with regard 
either to eaſe or fafety, there can be no 
doubt which ought to be preferred. 

Large wounds of membranous parts in 
anaſarcous or dropſical habits, are always 
painful and frequently hazardous ; they are 
very apt to inflame, are very difficultly 
brought to ſuppuration, and will often 


prove gangrenous in ſpite of all endeavours 


to the contrary. Theſe conſequences do 
not attend upon ſimple puncture made in- 
to the ſame parts; they leave the ſkin eaſy, 
ſoft, cool, uninflamed, and in a ſtate to ad- 
mit a repetition of the ſame operation if 
neceſſary : the former creates a painful, un- 
digeſted, hazardous ſore, requiring conſtant 
care ; the latter hardly ever creates any un- 
eaſineſs at all, and requires only warm fo- 
mentation and a ſuperficial dreſſing. 

Now altho' there is ſo material a diffe- 
erence in the ſymptoms attending the two 


methods, yet there is none in their effect; 
the communication of the cells of the dar- 
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tos is ſo free through every part of it, that 
punctures. made with the fine point of a 
bleeding lancet into the moſt ſuperficial of 


them will as certainly and as freely drain 


off all the water as a large inciſion, with- 
out any of its inconveniences or its ha- 
zard: neither the one nor the other will 
cure the original diſeaſe unleſs by mere ac- 
cident ; they are both made with a deſign 
only to relieve the local one ; the ſame ha- 
bit and conſtitution remaining, the . ſame 
effect will in general follow, and the ſame 
relief be again neceſſary: the eaſe, the 
freedom from bad ſymptoms or danger, and 
the ſtate the parts are left in render one 
method practicable at all times, and capa- 
ble of being repeated as often as it may be 


thought neceſſary : the fatigue, pain, con- 


finement, and hazard, make a fingle expe- 
riment of the other as much as moſt peo- 


ple chuſe to ſubmit to, or indeed as ſome 


have an opportunity of complying with. 


E 


| A Man about fifty-five years old, who 


had lived freely, was afflicted with an 


anaſarcous tumor of his belly, legs, thighs, © 5 


ſerotum, and penis; accompanied with the - 
> ek 
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general ſymptoms which moſt frequently 
attend ſuch complaints, viz. proftration of 
appetite, little and high coloured urine, a 
hard belly, and a bloated face. 

He had taken many medicines by the 
direction of a phyſician in the country, and 
more than one quack remedy after he came 
to London, but to no purpoſe ; the watry 
Toad increaſed daily, and the ſwelling of 
the penis and ſcrotum became ſo trouble- 
fome as to prevent his wearing his 
breeches. 

In theſe circumſtances a perſon who at- 
tended him in the capacity of ſurgeon and 
apothecary, propoſed to draw off the water 
by a large inciſion on each fide of the ſcro- 
tum, to which he conſented ; the inciſions 
were made, and the ſcrotum in a few 
hours became empty and flaccid. 

At the diſtance of five days from the 
operation his ſurgeon died, and I was de- 
fired to viſit him. 

I found him in bed with © painful, foul, 
undigeſted fore on each ſide of the ſcrotum 
which though it had at firit been emptied 
by the incifien, was now again conſiderably 
| loaded with ſerum, was hard, and much 
inflamed : the edges of the wound had a 
| Evid hue, the diſcharge was a diſcoloured 

gleet, 
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gleet, and the pain was ſo great that he could 
get no reſt. His pulſe was frequent, hard, 
and ſmall, his breathing not perfectly free, 
his urine little and high coloured, his thirſt 
very troubleſome, his belly hard and tight, 
and having taken an opiate every night for 
ſome nights paſt on account of pain, he had 
had no ſtool for three days. 

I dreſſed the inciſions with a ſoft digeſ- 


tive, and covering the whole ſcrotum with 


a warm pultice tied it up in a bag truſs, di- 
rected a glyſter to be thrown up immedi- 
ately, and ordered a gentle purge to be 
taken next morning early; which in the 
following day gave him four or five mo- 
tions, rendered his reſpiration free, and his 
belly ſofter. 

Next day the inflammatory hardneſs of 
the ſcrotum ſeemed to be going off, and to 
be ſucceeded by an emphyſematous kind of 
appearance; and in four days from my firſt 
ſeeing him, the whole bag was in a ſtate of 
mortification, notwithſtanding conſtant fo- 
mentation, cataplaſm, &c. 

Having already taken a large quantity of 
medicine of different kinds, it was with 
much difficulty that I could prevail on him 
to hear of any more; but upon making a 


true repreſentation of the ſtate of his caſe, 
and 
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of his imminent hazard, he conſented to 
take the bark, with ſome confect. cardiac. 
- and tin&. rad. ſerpentar. ar three or 

four hours. | 

By putting a tca-ſpoonful of brandy into 
each doſe, it kept upon his ſtomach. At 
the end of three days the pain and ſoreneſs 
were conſiderably leſſened, and on the fixth 
[ he got a little quiet ſleep without any 
| opiate; on the nitith the mortified parts 
ix ſeemed inclined to ſeparate, and the gleet 
.- Was ſmall in compariſon of what it had 
been. On the twelfth there was an ap- 
pearance of tolerable good matter from the 
ſeparated edges; in about fifteen or ſixteen 
days a laudable ſuppuration was eſtabliſhed, 
and the mortified parts were every where 
looſe and falling off : inſtead of a ſmall 
quantity of high coloured urine, he now 
made what was nearly equal to what he 
drank, and that well conditioned, and the 

load in his limbs was conſiderably leſs. 
He now began to nauſeate the bark in 
the form he had hitherto taken it, it was 
therefore changed for another which he 
took at larger intervals, and to aſſiſt his 
diſcharge by urine, his apothecary gave 
him an infuſion of the cineres geniſtæ, and 
horſeradiſh 
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'horſe-radiſh, which anſwered the purpoſe 


very well. 
The whole ſcrotum and 11 caſt off in 


a large ſlough, andl eft the tunicæ vaginales 


of both teſticles as bare and clean as if 
they had been diſſected; theſe were ſoon 
covered by a new incarnation, which ſup- 
plied the place of ſcrotum tolerably well, 
and by perſiſting in the uſe of the ſame re- 
medies for a few weeks longer he was re- 


ſtored to perfect health. 


c AS E IL 


A Man not exceeding forty, who had 

drank freely of ſpirituous liquors, was 
thereby brought into the ſame circumſtan- 
ces as the patient in the preceding caſe, 
that is, his countenance was yellow and 
bloated, his legs, thighs, ſcrotum and penis 
were loaded with an anaſarcous tumor, he 
had little or no appetite, and made a ſmall 


quantity of high coloured urine. 


Internal remedies having been ſome time 


tried ineffectually, he was adviſed to have 

an incifion made on each fide of the ſcro- Y 

tum, by which means all the ſwelling. * ©. 

both of it and of the penis was immed in 
D 4 ately 5 
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22 PRACTICALREMARKS on 
of his imminent hazard, he conſented to 
take the bark, with ſome confect. cardiac. 
and tinct. rad. Eerpöntara, | — three or 
four hours. 2 

y putting a tea-foooinfal of brandy into 


each dofe, it kept upon his ſtomach. At 


the end of three days the pain and ſoreneſs 
were conſiderably leſſened, and on the fixth 
he got a little quiet ſleep without any 
opiate; on the ninth the mortified parts 


ſeemed inclined to ſeparate, and the gleet 
was ſmall in compariſon of what it had 


been. On the twelfth there was an ap- 


pearance of tolerable good matter from the 
ſeparated edges; in about fifteen or ſixteen 


days a laudable ſuppuration was eſtabliſhed, 
and the mortified parts were every where 


looſe and falling off: inſtead of a ſmall 
quantity of high coloured urine, he now 
made what was nearly equal to what he 
drank, and that well conditioned, and the 
load in his limbs was conſiderably leſs. 

He now began to nauſeate the bark in 
the form he had hitherto taken it, it was 
therefore changed for another which he 
took at larger intervals, and to aſſiſt his 


diſcharge by urine, his apothecary gave 


him an infuſion of the cineres geniſtæ, and 


horſeradiſh 


the HY DROCELE, Sc. 33 
'horſe-radiſh, which anſwered the purpoſe 
vey well. 

The whole ſcrotum and POR caſt off in 
a large ſlough, and] eft the tunicæ vaginales 
of both teſticles as bare and clean as if 
they had been diſſected ; theſe were ſoon 
covered by a new incarnation, which ſup- 
plied the place of ſcrotum tolerably well, 
and by perſiſting 1n the uſe of the ſame re- 
medies for a few weeks longer he v was re- 


ſtored to perfect health. 


C. A8 Eͤ 


A Man not exceeding forty, who had 
drank freely of ſpirituous liquors, was 
thereby brought into the ſame circumſtan- 
ces as the patient in the preceding caſe, 
that is, his countenance was yellow and 
bloated, his legs, thighs, ſcrotum and penis 
were loaded with an anaſarcous tumor, he 
had little or no appetite, and made a {mall 
quantity of high coloured urine. 
Internal remedies having been ſome time 
tried ineffectually, he was adviſed to have 
an incifion made on each fide of the ſcro- 


tum, by which means all the ſwelling. * 7 
both of it and of the penis was immed © 
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ately. removed, and the patient much 


pleaſed. 

On the fourth day from the operation 
all diſcharge of ſerum ceaſed, and the 
wounded parts ſwelled, inflamed, and be- 
came extremely painful. Fomentation, 
cataplaſm, and proper digeſtive dreſſings 
were uſed, but without any relief from the 
pain, or any benef:cial alteration in the ap- 
pearance of the fores. 

On the fixth day from the inciſion I was 
deſired to meet the gentleman who had 
the care of him, and found that the hard 
inflammatory kind of ſwelling, which a day 
or two before had occupied the whole ſcro- 
tum, was gone off, and. that it was now 


becoming flabby and livid, eſpecially. about 


the inciſions. 

I propoſed the cortex, but it was not 
complied with; nor do I know what the 
medicines were which he did take, neither 
myſelf nor the other ſurgeon being con- 
ſulted on that head: warm ſpirituous fo- 
mentation, with proper poultice and dreſ- 
ſings were continued, but to no purpoſe. 
I ſaw him each morning for four days, 


during which he got little or no reſt, and 
Fomplained of great pain and burning heat 
within his belly; the watry extravaſation 
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in his legs and thighs increaſed daily, the 
whole ſcrotum, and ſkin of the penis be- 
came black and mortified, as did alſo a part 
of the pubes, and on the eleventh Gay. from 
the inciſion he died. Tc 
1/C:A 8. E. III. 
A Man about 45 years old, by name Cor- 
by, who was a patient in St. Bartho- 
lomew's Hoſpital, ſhewed me a ſwelling on 
the left fide of the ſcrotum ; it was large, 
full, and tight, and had all the ſymptoms and 
appearances of an hydrocele of the tunica 
vaginalis, viz. the fluctuation of the fluid, 
the freedom of the upper part of the pro- 
ceſs, and the concealment of the teſticle. 
IT was ſo well ſatisfied of the diſeaſe, that 
without any ſcruple I pierced it with a 
ſmall trochar in the lower and anterior 
part, and thereby let out about two ounces 
of limpid water, but could by no means 
draw off any more,  tho' I paſſed a probe 
up the canula and tried all other means 


which were proper to obtain it. 
I withdrew the canula and again exa- 


mined the ſwelling, which was, very. little 8 


leſs for what had been done; but tho it 
was not much decreaſed in ſize, it Was con- 
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 fiderably Altered in its appearance: I could 


now very plainly diſtinguiſh the teſticle, 


and was convinced that the whole diſeaſe 
was Confined to the cells of the dartos. In 


mort, it was (what I had never ſeen before) 
an anaſarca of that membrane, confined to 
one fide only, having a certain quantity of 
the water in one cyſt or bag, and the reſt 


7 diffuſed through the cells in the uſual man- 
ner: the latter made all the remaining tu- 
mor after tapping, and the former had con- 


cealed the teſticle. 


Being now perfectly ſatisfied of the true 


nature of the caſe, I made an incifion about 
an inch long through the ſcrotum. into the 
ſurface of the loaded dartos, intending 


thereby to drain off the the water; and by 
procuring a ſuppuration, to cure the diſ- 
eaſe: into the inciſion I put a bit of dry lint, 
and tied the ſcrotum up in a bag- truſs. 
To my great aſtoniſhment the next 
morning, my dreſſer told me that Corby's 
ſcrotum was ſwelled to a great ſize; and 
that the inciſion was already livid: I went 
to the hoſpital and found it ſo, ordered the 
part to be fomented, and wrapped up in a 


warm poultice, and that the man ſhould 
* take the bark, till the phyſician ſhould ſee 
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In three days time the whole frotum and, 
ſkin of the penis was compleatly mortified, 
and a conſiderable part of the pubes altered 
and velicated ; his pulſe was quick and 
ſmall, he complained of a burning heat in 
his belly and bladder, his thirſt was intenſe, 
and his extremities cold. 

For ſeveral days I was convinced that 
each would be his laſt; his fomentation, 
cataplaſm, and proper dreflings were con- 
tinued, the doctor ordered him, to take a 
dram of the bark as often as his ſtomach 
would bear or keep it, in a julep well im- 
pregnated with volatile ſalt, and the poor 
man earneſtly begged to be allowed a pint 
of porter a day, which he had. At laſt, in 
about three weeks time, the whole ſcrotum, 
the integuments of the penis and ſome part, 
of the pubes caſt off, leaving the corpora 
cavernoſa penis, and the tunicæ vaginales, 
as clean as if they had been very nearly. diſ- 
ſected, and the man got well. 

I could produce more ono of the 
trouble and hazard which has attended 
large. inciſions of the ſcrotum i in dropfical 
caſes, but the ſimilarity of them renders y 
unneceſſary; from the fimple Wu 0 of TEL 
this part! 1 Never met By cb . PEE 
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I ever diſappointed by their not anſwering 
the purpoſe they were intended for, viz. 
a temporary diſcharge of ſerum from the 
cellular membrane. | 


8 E CT. v. 


F we conſider the preceding complaint 
as merely ſymptomatic, and do not 
rank it among the different kinds of hy- 


drocele, there will remain only three, viz. 


1. That which conſiſts of a collection 
of water in the cells of the tunica commu- 


.nis or cellular membrane, enveloping and 


connecting the ſpermatic veſſels. 

2. That which is formed by the extra- 
vaſation of a fluid in the ſame coat as the 
former; but which inſtead of being dif- 
fuſed through the general cellular ſtructure 
of it, 1s confined to one cavity or cyſt, in 
which all the water conſtituting this ſpe- 
cies of the diſeaſe is contained, the reſt of 
the membrane being in a natural ſtate. 

3. That which is produced by the ac- 
cumulation of a quantity of water, in the 
cavity of the tunica vaginalis teſtis. 

Theſe three are diſtinct, local, and truly 
within the —— of ſurgery. They may 

acci- 
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accidentally be combined or connected with 
other diſorders, but not neceſſarily; and 
are frequently found in perſons whoſe ge- 
neral habit is good, and who are perfectly 
free from all other complaint. 


The HivnRrocris of the Cells of the 


TuUuNICA CoOMMUNIS. 


18 the anatomical account of the parts 
which make the ſeats of the different 
kinds of hydrocele, it has been obſerved, 
that the ſpermatic veſſels from their origin, 
quite down to their inſertion into the teſti- 
cle are enveloped in, and connected together 
by a membrane called formerly tunica vagi- 
nalis vaſorum ſpermaticorum, but now 
more properly tunica communis; that this 
membrane has no one particular cavity as 
its old name would ſeem to imply, but is 
merely cellular, which either the extrava- 
ſation of a fluid or the inflation of air will 
always prove; that while it is within the 
cavity of the belly its cells are lax and large, 
and when it has paſted out from thence 
and forms a part of the ſpermatic chord or 
proceſs as it is called, they are ſmaller and 
the membrane firmer; that it is included 
within that thin expanſion of muſcular 
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fibres called the cremaſter, and that a great 
number of lymphatic veſſels paſſing from 
the teſticle toward the receptaculum chyli, 
are always to be found in it. 

Whether it proceeds from obſtruction or 
breach of theſe lymphatic veſſels, from 
preſſure made within the abdomen, from 
an obſtruction of the parts which ſhould 
receive this lymph from the veſſels of the 


chord, or from what other cauſe I will not 


pretend to ſay, but the cells of this mem- 
brane or tunica communis, are ſometimes 


filled with an extravaſated ſerum confined 


abſolutely to them, not affecting the dar- 
tos or any other part, and thereby conſti- 

tuting a diſeaſe which is ſtrictly local n. 
This is a complaint which does not in 
general give a great deal of trouble, unleſs 
it arrives to a very large ſize, and being by 
no means ſo frequent as either of the other 
two 


m ée Paj ſouvent vi des tumeurs aqueuſe groſſe comme 
«. des grains de raizin placees d' eſpace en eſpace le long du 
% cordon ſpermatique accompagner une veritable hydrocele 
<« placee ſur le corps du teſiicule. - Le Dran. 

The firſt part of this paragraph is a juſt and true deſcrip- 
tion of the hydrocele of the cells of the tunica communis, 
when not much diſtended ; but if by © une veritable hydro- 
cele,” Mr. Le Dran means that of the tunica vaginalis, his 
deſcription of it, as Une tumeur aqueuſe place ſur le 
c corps du teſticule, is very inexpreſſive and inadequate, 
and likely to convey are erroneous idea of the diſeaſe. 
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twa.kinds:of-hydrocele, it is in general hut 
little known or attended: ta. With, ſome 
it / paſſes. for a varix of thę ſpermatic chord, 
with others far. the deſcent of à portion of. 
omentum, which having contracted an ad- 
heſion cannot be returned: thus, giving but 
little uneaſineſs, and while it is within mo- 
derate bounds hindering no neceſſary action, 
they Who haye it reſt contented with a ſuſ- 
penſory bandage, and find very little incon- 
venience from it. 

Sometimes indeed it arrives to ſo large a 
ſize, and: gets into ſuchꝭ a ſtate, as to be- 
come an object of ſurgery and require our 
attention, as may be ſeen in the following 
caſes. | 

In general; and vrhile it is of a moderate. 
ſize, the ſtate of it is as follows. 

The. ſcrotal bag is free from all appear- 
ance of diſcaſe, except that when the ſkin 
is not corrugated it ſeems. rather. fuller, 
hangs rather lower on that fide than on the 
other, and if ſuſpended lightly in the palm 
of the hand feels heavier ; the teſticle with 
its epididymis is below the fullneſs, very 
diſtinctly to be felt, neither enlarged non 


any way altered from its natural ſtate; the 


ſpermatie proceſs is larger than it ought to 
be, and feels either hke a varix of the veſ- 
| 5 + ſels, 
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ſels, or like an omental rupture, according 


to the different ſize of it; it has a pyra- 


midal kind of form, broader at bottom than 


at top; by gentle and continued preſſure 


it ſeems gradually to recede, but returns 


immediately upon removing the preſſure, 
and that as freely in a ſupine as in an erect 


poſture; and is attended with no pain ex- 
cept that ſmall degree of it which ariſes 


from the increaſed weight, and which is 
not felt in the ſcrotum but in the loins. 


If the load is confined to what is called 


the ſpermatic proceſs, the opening in the 


abdominal muſcle is not dilated, and that 
part of the proceſs which paſſes through it 
may be diſtinguiſhed; but if the membrane 
which inveſts the ſpermatic veſſels within 
the abdomen is affected, the tendinous 
aperture is then enlarged, and the ſize of 
the diſtended membrane paſſing through it 


produces the appearance and the feel of an 


omental rupture. 


CAS E IV. 


AC Gentleman about 35 years old, came 


out of the North to London, for the 


aſſiſtance of Mr. William Sharpe, in the 


caſe of a large tumor of the ſcrotum which 


5 he 


=, 
N 
2 
4 
1 
* 
* * 
1 
4 
.—= 
"A 
25 

A 
* 

I C 
+ 
"* 
1 
7 

* * 
7 
> 

E Y 
'% 1 
2 
; wi 
+ 44 
7 4 
7 b 
x g 
A 

= 

bo. 

9 

| : 

i 
c * 

* 
* 
* 
* as 
8 
1 
; 


the AYDRGCEBE, Ge. 43 


he faid had been coming about five or fix 
years. 1 | 

The account he gave of it was, that at 
firſt it was ſmall, eaſily as he thought put 
up, but came down again immediately, 
which he attributed to his not being fur- 
niſhed with a proper bandage; at the end 
of nine months or rather more, he found 
that he could not reduce it at all, whatever 
pains he took, or whatever poſture he put 
himſelf into, and from this time its increaſe 
was daily more apparent. 

The caſe was fingular, and. Mr. Sbarpe 
deſired me to ſee it with him. 

The ſcrotum was of a moſt prodigious 
ſize, it hung more than half way down to 
his knee, it was very ill ſupported by an 
aukward bandage of his own making, and 
toward the lower part much ulcerated from 
neglected excoriations. 

The tumor was very different to the 
touch in different parts of it; in ſome it 
was hard, in others ſofter, and in ſome it 
palpably diſcovered a thin fluid: the ſper- 
matic proceſs was large and full quite up 
to the groin, the aperture in the abdominal 
muſcle ſeemed much dilated by it, and 
when he coughed the whole tumor was af- 
fected: his ſtools were regular, his appetite 


pretty 
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pretty good, his urine, proper, in, quality, 
but deficient in quantity, and he made no 
complaint but of a pain, in his back, pro- 
ceeding, as we ſuppoſed, from the weight 
of the ſcrotum, and of a languor and diſ- 
piritedneſs which he could not account 
for. 

The feel of ſome part of the ſwelling 
Was like that of an inteſtina] hernia, in. 
which the gut does its office in the ſcro- 
tum, and there is no ſtricture above ; but 
ſome other parts were ſo, unlike o this, and 
the upper part toward the groin. was ſo 
large and fo hard, that we were in great 
doubt concerning the true nature of the 
contents. 

When we had ſufficiently examined him 
in an erect poſture, we put him into a ſu- 
pine one, which produced a great change 
in appearances. The tumor of the ſcro- 
tum became manifeſtly leſs and ſofter, and 
ſeemed. by retiring to occaſion a large 
ſwelling on the ſame fide of the belly, juſt 
above the os ilion, tending backward to- 
ward. the region of the kidney; upon con- 
tinued preſſure the contents of the ſcrotum 
ſeemed to recede {till more, and ſtill as 
they receded the ſwelling on the fide of the 
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When we were got to a certain' point, 
we could get up no more; but during our 
endeavours to return as much as we could, 
we clearly diſcovered that the tumor of the 
ſcrotum, and that within the belly, were 
produced by the ſame body : that there was 
a palpable fluctuation of a fluid from one 
to the other, which ſeemed to communi- 
cate freely ; and that the harder parts of 
the ſwelling were mere indurations of the 

integuments and common membrane. 
The burden was ſo great that the patient 
was deſirous of being eaſed at any rate; 
we told him our opinion, our ſuſpicions, 
our fears, and what hazard might be in- 
curred if we ſhould find ourſelves miſtaken 
in the firſt: but he being determined to 
take the chance of relief at all events, and 
we having prepared ourſelves as well as we 
could for whatever might happen, made 
a ſmall inciſion into the lower and anterior 
part of the ſcrotum. 
We had no ſooner divided the ſkin than 
a conſiderable quantity of clear limpid wa- 
ter guſhed forth, of which we catched 
about a quart; and then the orifice was 
ſtopt by ſomething which thruſt itſelf forth 
and looked like a piece of cellular mem- 
brane loaded with water: we cut a part of 
it 
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it off, and gently thruſt back the reſt with 
a probe, while by moderate preſſure on the 
fide of the belly and ſcrotum, we drained 
off eleven Wincheſter pints of ſerum. 
When we could get no more water out 
eaſily, we would have enlarged the wound; 
but our patient was ſo lightned, and found 
himſelf fo eaſy, that he would not ſubmit 


to it. | 
The ſcrotum it is true was confiderably 


leſſened by the incifion, but in no propor- 
tion to the quantity of water which had 
been drawn off; the whole ſpermatic 
proceſs, from the teſticle quite up to the 
belly, was ſtill large and full, and the ab- 
dominal aperture dilated by a body which 
ſeemed to paſs through it: but as the ſwel- 
ling on the ſide of the belly could not now 
be felt in any poſture, and as the ſcrotum 
was reduced to ſuch ſize as to be eaſily ſup- 
ported by a bag-truſs, he determined to 
wait and ſee the effect of what had already 
been done. 

In little more than a . I faw him 
again, his ſcrotum was as full, the tumor 
in the belly as apparent, the fluctuation as 
palpable, and his burden as great as ever; 
his health was ſtill pretty good in general, 
though his face appeared to me to be more 

pale 
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pale and wan, and he complained rather 
more of a thirſt, and of that depreſſion and 
languor which I mentioned before. 

As we were now ſure of the nature of 
the contents, we laid open the whole ſcro- 
tum from the bottom upward. 

The lower part was formed into a cyſt 
or bag by the preſſure of the water which 
was diſcharged upon the introduction of 
the knife, but all the reſt of the tumor was 
made by a diffuſion of it through all the 
cellular ſtructure of the tunica communis, 
the cells of which were all loaded, and 
much enlarged with it quite up to the groin, 
the teſticle being very diſtinct and e 
free from diſeaſe. 

The ſerum ouſed freely from all parts of 
it by gentle preſſure, and as it ſeemed to 
ſubſide greatly thereby, we medled no far- 
ther with it, but filled the incifion lightly 
with dry lint, and ſuſpended the whole in 
a bag- truſs. 

During the firſt two or three days the 
diſcharge of water was conſtant and plen- 
tiful, the fore was as might be expected 
crude and undigeſted, but had none of that 
inflammatory hardneſs and ſwelling, which, 
wounds made in ſuch parts in healthy ſan- 


guine people generally have; on the con- 
n. 
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'trary, the divided lips were flaccid and ſoft, 
he was perfectly free from pain and fever, 
and except the circumſtances juſt menti- 
oned of thirſt and anxiety, had no one diſa- 
-greeable ſymptom. | 
The diſcharge of water continued large, 
the wound neither inflamed nor digeſted, 
nor on the other hand did it wear any face 
of gangrene or mortification ; but his lan- 
-gour and anxiety increaſing hourly, and his 

| wound remaining in the ſame unaltered 
| ſtate, on the 14th day from the laſt ope- 
ration he died. 


| Upon opening his body we found all 
the cellular membrane which inveſted the 
ſpermatic veſſels within the belly, loaded 
with water, and diſtended in a very irre- 
gular manner, from their origin quite down 
| to the opening in the abdominal muſcle; 
| at-this-place it was contracted into a round 
or rather flatned body of leſs fize, but ſtill 
ſo large as to dilate the opening in the ten- 
don conſiderably : below this it was again 
expanded and diſtended with water 'thro' 
all its cells, but the teſtiele and its tunica 
vaginalis were in a natural and ſound ſtate, 
and perfectly unaffected by the diſeaſe. 
Was it the large diſcharge of ſerum, or 
the free diviſion of the membranous parts 


which 
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which occaſioned this gentleman's death? 
For my own part Iam inclined to attribute 
it to the former; for though an inciſion 
made in parts of ſuch ſtructure, and ſo diſ- 
ezſed, does ſometimes prove fatal, yet the 
parts themſelves in ſuch caſe generally ſhow 
by a gangrenous or mortified appearance, 
what ſhare ſuch operation has in the de- 
{truction of the patient. 
In this caſe indeed there was no di- 
geſtion, nor any of that degree or kind of 
inflammation which uſually precedes ſup- 
puration ; nor on the other hand was there 
any appearance like gangrene or ſphacelus, 
but his manner of dying was very much 
like that of thoſe who are deſtroyed by 


large hemorrhages. 


EF 


A Man about 55 years old defired me to 

look at a rupture under which he ſaid he 
had laboured ſeveral years. For the greater 
part of that time he had worn a ſtee]-truſs, 
which had given him no uncaſineſs, but 
had never kept it up properly ; during all 
that time he never had any ſymptoms of 
ſtricture in the inteſtinal canal, nor had it 


ever increaſed in fze, or altered its appear- 
E ance, 
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ance, until within the laſt three or four 
months, when he had been perſuaded to 


change his truſs for a bandage without iron, 
and to make uſe of an external application 


which was ſaid to be infallible. 


What the application was I know not, 
but its effect was an excoriation of the 
groin and parts about; the bandage was 
made of dimity, had a large hard bolſter, 
and was buckled on very tight. 

The pain it gave him was great, but he 
ſubmitted to it chearfully at firſt, being told 
that the medicines, aſſiſted by the preſſure, 
would ſoon ſhrink up a piece of caul which 
was in the ſcrotum, and free him from all 
poſſibility of a return of his diſeaſe; and 
that after that was done, he might leave off 
all kind of bandage and do as he pleaſed. 

He made the experiment till the parts 
were ſo much {welled, and the pain fo great, 
that he could bear it no longer, and came 
to me for aftiſtance. 

The {ſcrotum was much inflamed and 
fwelled, the groin excoriated, the teſticle 
enlarged but not hard, the {permatic. pro- 
ceſs quite up to the belly full, tight, and 
ſo exquiſitely painful and tender, that he 
could not bear the moſt gentle handling; 
he had no obſtruction in his tools, nor any 

— 5 | ſymptom 


be HYDROCELE, &c. &r 
ſymptom of the confinement of any part 
of the inteſtinal canal. 

The principal information which I could 
get was from his own account, for he could 
not bear the ſlighteſt touch. Whatever 
might be the true ſtate of the caſe, it was 
clear that the firſt thing to be done was to 
get caſe; I therefore bled him freely, put 
him to bed, ordered him a glyſter imme- 
diately, to take two ſpoonfuls of a purging: 
mixture every two hours, until he had had 
two or three ſtools, and then to take a 
grain of extract. thebaic : I wrapped up 
the whole ſcrotum and covered the groin 
and pubes with a ſoft, warm pultice, and 
put him on a bag-truſs. 

He paſſed the day in a very uncaſy reſt- 


leſs ſtate, and in the evening finding his | 


pulſe not at all lower nor his pain leſs, and 
his purging mixture having operated ſuffici- 
ently, I ordered his opiate to be repeated 
in the ſame doſe, at the diſtance of fix 
hours, unleſs he firſt was eaſy or got fleep, 

and bled him again fourteen ounces. 
Forty-eight hours paſſed over, and he 
took ſeven grains of the extract thebaic, 
before he could get ſleep or eaſe, and when 
he obtained the former it did not laſt above 
three or four hours; however he awoke 
E 2 much 
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much eaſier and refreſhed, his pulſe ſofter 
and his perſpiration free : the parts leſs 
inflamed and leſs painful to the touch, 
tho” {till very tender. 

His pultice was renewed after fomen- 
tation, and he was directed to take every 
ſix hours a draught of the common emul- 
lion, with nitre and ſome manna diſſolved 
in it, by which means he had in the courſe 
of the third day two more ſtools. 

By theſe means in the ſpace of fix or ſe- 
ven days, all his inflammatory ſymptoms 
were removed, and the parts reduced as he 
thought to nearly the ſame ſtate in which 
they were before he changed his bandage, 


that is, the teſticle was of its natural ſize, 


but the proceſs large and full, tho' ſoft and 


indolent, and feeling very like to a ſmall 
omental rupture. | 

For greater certainty I kept kin: to his 
bed a day or two more, and confined him 
to the ſame low regimen with an open 
body. 

The proceſs remained ſtill in the ſame 
ſtate; I attempted.to reduce the apparent 
rupture but without ſucceſs, though there 
was no ſort of reaſon to think that there 
was the leaſt ſtricture made on it by the 
tendon : I could indeed make a ſmall part 


of 
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of it recede, but even that did not paſs the 
opening at all like a piece of. omentum, 
created none of that ſentation to my fin- 
gers, nor made any of that kind of noiſe 
which the return of a portion of caul into 
the belly always produces, and the moment 
I removed my fingers it fell down again, 
even tho' he was in a ſupine poſture. 

In ſhort, I made the attempt for reduc- 
tion ſo long and ſo often, as to be ſatisfied 
that it was not reducible, at leaſt by me. 

It now gave him no Hain nor uneaſineſs 
of any kind, and having already ſuffered 
ſo much from the preſſure of his bandage, 
and believing fromthe attempts which Ihad 
made without ſucceſs that it was incapable 
of reduction, he contented himſelf with a 
common ſuſpenſory bag, and found not the 
leaſt alteration in it for three years, at the 
end of which time he was attacked with a 
peripneumony which carried him off. 

I got leave to examine his body, and 
found that what I had taken for a portion 
of omentum, was a collection of water in 
the cells of the tunica communis of that 
part of the ſpermatic chord which was on 
the outiide of the abdomen ; while the teſti- 
cle and tunica vaginalis were in a natural 


ſtate, and abſolutely unaifected. 
E 3 Not- 
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Notwithſtanding the account the patient 
gave of himſelf, and of his frequently re- 
ducing his rupture, I am much inclined to 
| believe that he never had one; and that 
| his diſeaſe was from the firſt what it ap- 
| peared to be at laſt : there was not the leaſt 
fign of a hernial fac, and tho' the return of 
ſuch ſac back again into the belly, after it 
l has been in the groin or ſcrotum, is a thing 
| much talked of by ſome late writers, I do 
1 not believe it ever happened. His ſteel- 
h _ truſs did not preſs hard enough to produce 
any miſchief, and was ſaid not to keep the 
rupture up; and the ſymptoms which 1 
found him labouring under were occaſioned 
merely by the bandage ſubſtituted in the 
place of the truſs, preſſing on the ſperma- 
tic veſſels and loaded membrane. 
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&# | A Healthy middle aged man applied to 
me one day while I was drefling in 
St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital, and ſhewed 
me a conſiderable ſwelling of the ſcrotum. 
I examined it and told him I believed it 
was water ; he replied that he knew it was, 
for that Mr. Baker, then one of the ſur- 
geons of the Weſtminſter Infirmary, had 
2 | a. 
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a few days before drawn off ſome by punc- 


ture with a lancet. 

Upon hearing this I examined it again, 
imagining that I might find it to be blood, 
a circumſtance which I had more than 
once ſeen after tapping a aydrocele ; but 
{till it appeared to me to have all the cha- 
racteriſtics of water, the {ſkin was a little 
thickned by the infinuation of a ſmall 
quantity of fluid into the dartos, but the 
teſticle was much too plain to be felt for a 
hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis, nor was 
the upper part of the proceſs in that ſmall 
or free ſtate as it uſually is in ſuch caſes. 

I took him into the hoſpital and ordered 
him to keep in bed till the next day, at 
which time I paſſed a ſmall trochar into 
the anterior part of the tumor a little 
higher than uſual, having graiped the upper 
part tight to prevent hurting the teſticle : 
at firſt a limpid ferum ed freely, but 
that ſoon Ropped, and I was neceſſitated to 
paſs a probe irequently up the canula to 
get away the remainder, neither could I 
by that means, nor by preſſure, reduce the 
ſcrotum to a proper ſize or take off the 
fulnets of the proceſs. 

I orgered the parts to be fomented night 
and morning, the whole ſcrotum and groin 
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to be covered with a ſoft pultice, and a ſo- 
lution of manna and Glauber's falt to be 
taken the next day. 

The applications were continued con- 

ſtantly, and the purge repeated every ſe- 
cond or third day for a fortnight ; at the 
end of which time the ſwelling was as 
large as when I firſt ſaw it. 

During this interval! frequently examined 
the parts, and always found the teſticle much 
moie free and independent of the complaint 

than I had ever felt it in a hydrocele of the 
tunica vaginalis. It appeared to me from 
the kind of fluid which had already been let 
out, and from the preſent appearance of the 
part, thai no cure would be obtained without 
- laying the whole open ; but as I was by no 
means certain What was the preciſe nature 
of the diſeaſe, or in what ſtate the parts 
might be found, I informed the man that 
it might poſſibly become neceſſary to re- 
move that teſticle : this he conſented to if 
it ſhould appear fo, and I immediately made 
an inciſion through the {kin from the groin 
quite down as low as the teſticie, intendin g 
if I found the ſpermatic procels diſeaſed to 
have tied and removed it. 
MM The inciſion was followed by & large 
* diſcharge of water, not only from the lower 
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arts where it was collected into one cavity, 
but from the ſurface of the whole cellular 
membrane covering the ipermatic procels. 

Finding the tunica communis no other 
way diſeaſed than by the diſtention of its 
cells, I went no farther, but filled the in- 
ciſion lightly with dry unformed lint. 

For three or four days a large quantity of 
ſerum was diſcharged through the lint, but 
that ceaſing, a plentiful ſuppuration ſuc- 
ceeded, in conſequence of which all the 
ſwelling and fulneſs ſubſided, and in due 
time he was perfectly cured, without any 
remains of his diſorder. 

In making the inciſion ] was particulariy 
careful not to go ſo low as to touch the tu- 
nica vaginalis, which with the teſticle was 
abſolutely unaffected. 


8 E TEWL 


The ENevsTED HyDROCELE of the 
Tunica CoMMUNTIs. 


HIS ſpecies of hydrocele has its ſeat 
in the ſame part as the preceding, 

viz. the tunica communis, or cellular mem 
brane which inveſts the ſpermatic veſlels ; 
with this difference, that in the former the 
Water 
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water is diftuſed in general through all the 
cells of the membrane, whereas in this it 
1s contained 1n one cavity only. 

It any of the three kinds of hydrocele 
deſerve the name of encyſted, it is this ; the 
water which conſtitutes it being all con- 
tained in a bag formed as all the coats of all 


encyſted tumours are, viz. by mere preſſure 
of the common membrane. 

It is a complaint by no means infre- 
quent, eſpecially in children and young 

people; it was very well known to many of 

the ancients, and has been very accurately 
deſcribed by ſome of them, though later 
writers have often miſtaken it for, and re- 
preſented it as a ſpecies of wind-rupture 
or pneumatocele. 

It moſt frequently poſſeſſes the middle 
part of the proceſs between the teſticle and 
groin, and is generally of an oblong figure ; 


whence 

n By Albucaſis, by Celſus, Paulus Aginetag&c. 

Paulus has particularly diſtinguiſhed this kind of hydro- 
cele from that of the tunica vaginalis, by a juſt deſcription 
of both. Si humor in membrana ſupernata coterit, tu- 
« mor alterius teſticuli imaginem exhibet. 

« Quibus in erythroide tunica humor comprehenſus eſt, 
«© tumor rotundus paululum, et ovi modo longiuſculus ; 
his teſticulus in conſpectum non venit, ut qui undiquaque 
« fit implicitus.“ 

The former of theſe deſcriptions our countryman Peter 
Lowe, moſt probably copied; who ſays it is ſometimes in- 

cloſed in a membrane and appeareth like a third teſticle. 
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whence it has been compared to an egg by 
ſome, and by others to a fiſh's bladder: 
whether its fize be large or ſinall, it is ge- 
nerally pretty tenſe, and conſequently the 
fluctuation of the water within it is not im- 
mediately perceptible; it gives no pain, 
nor unleſs it is very large indeed does it 
hinder any neceſſary action; it is perfectly 
circumſcribed, and has no communication 
either with the cavity of the belly above 
or with that of the tunica vaginalis below 
it ; the teſticle and its epididymis are per- 
fectly and diſtinctly to be felt beneath the 
tumor, and abſolutely independent of it ; 
the upper part of the ſpermatic proceſs in 
the groin is generally very clear and diſtin- 
guiſhable ; the tumor does not retain the 
impreſſion of the fingers, and when lightly 
{truck upon founds and feels as if it con- 
tained only air; it undergoes no change of 
figure from change of poſture ; and has 
no effect on the diſcharge per anum. 

Theſe marks will be ſufficient to diſtin- 
guith it from all other diſeaſes which affect 
the ſame part, while it is ſimple and un- 
combined ; but it ſometimes happens that 
the preſent complaint is found in the ſame 
ſubject, and on the ſame fide, connected 
either with a true hernia, or with a hydro- 
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cele of the tunica vaginalis, by which the 
caſe is rendered complex and not ſo eaſy to 
be underſtood. 
In this, as in every other caſe where 
from a complication of ſymptoms or ap- 
pearances, a combination of diſeaſes may 
be ſuſpected, there is but one method of 
£ inveſtigating the truth ; which is, to con- 
ſider carefully what diſeaſes the part ag- 
grieved is naturally liable to, what the diſ- 
tinct ſymptoms and appearances of each of 
thoſe are, and what are the effects of the 
preſent complaint. 

The two diſeaſes with which this kind 
of hydrocele is mott likely to be combined, 
are, as | iaiu belore, a hydrocele of the 
tunica vagiialis, and a true hernia ; the 
parts within the groin, ſpermatic proceſs, 
and ſcrotum, being the ſeat of each of the 
three. 

One mark or characteriſtic of the hydro- 
| cele of the tunica vaginalis, is, that it poſ- 
j ſeſſes and diitends the lower part of the 
1 ſcrotum, and that the teſticle being nearly 
. ſurrounded by the water, cannot be diſtin- 
1 guiſhed by the fingers of an examiner ; 
1 whereas in the encyſted collection in the 
11 chord, the tumor is always above the teſti- 
1 dle, which is perfectly diſtinct, and plainly 
r n =. w 
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to be felt below. Tho' the fluid in a hy- 
drocele of the tunica vaginalis does fo 
nearly ſurround the teſticle as to render. it 
not eaſily diſtinguiſhable in any point, yet 
the different parts of the tumor have a very 
different feel ; for inſtance, in all thoſe parts 
of it where the vaginal coat is looſe and 
ſeparate from the albuginea, the-ſwelling 
is ſoft and compreſſible, and gives a clear 
idea of the contained water, but where 
the tunica vaginalis and albuginea are con- 
tinuous, or make one and the fame mem 
brane, and leave no cavity between them, 
that is on the middle and hinder part, there 
will always be found a hardneſs and firm- 
neſs very unlike all thoſe where the dif- 
tance between the two coats leaves room for 
a conſiderable quantity of fluid: whereas 
the hydrocele of the chord being formed in 
the mere cellular membrane of it, is the 
fame to the touch in all parts, and feels like 
a diſtended bladder through every point of 
it. 
The free ſtate of the upper part of the 
ſpermatic proceſs, the gradual accumula- 
lation of the fluid, and conſequently the 

gradual 
Tunica erythroides naturæ nervoſæ, in gibba quidem 
et anteriore e teſticulo libera eſt, in concava et poſterior! ipt1 


adhereſcit, ex peritoneo originem trahens. P. Ægineta. 
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gradual growth of the tumor, its indolent 
and unaltered ſtate, its being abſolutely ir- 
reducible and unaffected either by the pa- 
tient's coughing Or ſneezing, and the free- 
dom of the faecal diſcharge per anum will 

ſufficiently diſtinguith it from an inteſtinal 
rupture, and- he who miſtakes it for an 
omental one muſt have a very ſmall ſhare 
of the tactus eruditus. 

Now though there may not always be 
ſuch external marks as may to the eye ex, 

plain the combination of any of theſe diſ- 
eaſes with each other, yet the particular 
feat and ſymptoms of each being known, 
and the ſenſations which they produce to 
the fingers of an intelligent examiner being 
well underſtood, when ſuch mixed cha- 
racteriſties are found in the ſame ſubje& we 
may reaſonably conclude the caſe to be 
complex, and act accordingly. 

T have indeed once ſeen an encyſted hy- 
drocele ſo high up, as to render the feel of 
the ſpermatic veſſels very obſcure ; but then 
the appearances of the teſticle below, and 
the abſence of every ſymptom which could 
denote a ſtricture made on the inteſtine, 

ö 1 were fülly ſufficient to prove what the diſ- 
= eaſe was, or rather what it was not. 
24 © n Infants 
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Infants. are mych more ſubject to this 
complaint than adults, tho' it is often met 
with in the latter. 
In young children it moſt frequently 
diſſipates in a little time, eſpecially if aſ- 
ſiſted by warmth and an open belly; the 


ſudden diſappearance which it is liable to, 


added to the degree of tenſion it often has, 
have produced and confirmed the miſtake 
of a wind- rupture. 

If it does not diſperſe, the Point of 2 
lancet lets out the water, and in children 
molt frequently proves a cure; in adults 
ſometimes the cyſt by long diſtention is be- 
come ſo thick as to require being divided 
through its whole length, which when ne- 
ceſſary, may be done with the molt per- 


fect ig; , 


CASE VII. 


Lad about 16 years old, was taken in- 

to St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital, with 

a complaint which he had been told was a 
rupture. 

The tumor was large, of an oblong fi- 

gure, began juſt below the exit of the ſper- 

matic proceſs from the belly, and extended 


to the bottom of the ſcrotum ; but in the 
middle 
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middle of it was a kind, of depreflion or 
ſtricture, which ſeemed to divide it into 
nearly equal parts. 

The upper part was ſo high, that I as 
by no means feel the proceſs diſtinctly; 
and though there was palpably a fluid in 
the whole of it, yet the upper and lower 
parts did not ſeem to communicate with 
each other, at leaſt the fluctuation was not 
manifeſt; he had no ſymptoms of a true 
hernia; and* the account he gave of its 
gradual formation ſtill more convinced me 
that it was principally, if not totally 


Water. | 
I pierced the lower part of the tumor 


carefully with the point of a lancet, and 
drew off near half a pint of yellow ſerum; 
by which means the ſcrotum became im- 
mediately empty and rugous, and the teſ- 
ticle clear and diſtinguiſhable : but the up- 
per part remained as large and full as be- 
fore the puncture, and the bag which 
ſeemed to contain the fluid as tenſe; nor 
could I by any means obtain one drop 


more from the opening below. 
The next day I ordered him a briſk 


purge, which operated well, and two or 
three days after being — * that the in- 


teſtine could have nothing to do with it, I 
thruſt 
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thruſt a lancet into the anterior part of the 
upper tumor, by which means a quantity 
of clear limpid ſerum was diſcharged, and 


the whole ſwelling immediately diſap- 
peared, leaving the proceſs perfectly free 


* diſtinguiſhable. 


In a few days he left the hoſpital, and 


at the end of a year or a little more, he 
came to me again, with the lower part 
of the ſerotum full, but no appearance 
of the former tumor above ; in ſhort, his 
firſt ſtate was a complication of the en- 
cyſted hydrocele of the chord with that of 
the tunica vaginalis teſtis : the former had 
never returned fince the firſt puncture, the 
latter was as full as ever. 

Conſidering the lad's age and tempera- 
ment, I adviſed him to ſubmit to the ra- 
dical cure by inciſion; which was per- 
formed, and he got well in ſix or ſeven 
weeks, nor has he had any return of either 
diſeaſe fince. 


C. A.S.E. NI. 


A Man about 35, who had for ſome years 
been troubled with a hydrocele of the 
tunica vaginalis, which had often been 
F emptied 
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emptied by pupture, came to me for 
advice. 

The ſwelling i in * ſcrotum he ſaid was 
now about one third as big as when he 
uſed to have it tapped ; it was not tenſe, 
was of an irregular figure, | and plainly 
contained a fluid ; but it was not on ac- 


: count of this that he applied to me. 


Within two months paſt he had diſco- 
vered another little tumor higher up to- 
ward his groin, and perfectly diſtinct from 
the lower one ; it was about the ſize of the 
largeſt French walnut, and of an oblong 
figure; was abſolutely indolent, very tenſe, 
— left the proceſs at its exit from the ab- 
domen perfectly free, 

From the appearance which the ſwel- 
lings made, and from, the account of the 
patient, I made no doubt concerning the 
nature of the caſe, viz. that the upper 
tumor was made by a collection of water 


in a cyſt formed in the tunica communis, 


and that tlie lower one was a true hydrocele 
of the vaginal coat of the teſticle. 

Upon this preſumption 1 pierced the up- 
per with a lancet, and let out a ſmall wine 
glaſs of clear limpid ſerum ; the tumor im- 
mediately ſubſiged and left the whole pro- 


ceſs 


ceſs free, but the lower ſwelling was not 
at all affected by what had been done. 

The puncture was well in a day or two, 

and the hydrocele of the vaginal coat not 
being full enough to be at all troubleſome, 
he would not have any thing done to that at 
preſent. 
At the end of about nine — he ſent 
for me again ; his hydrocele was full and 
large, but he had not the leaſt remains of 
the tumor in the proceſs. 

The water was let out by puncture as 
uſyal, and has been ſeveral times ſince; 
but he has never ſeen any thing more of 
the collection in the chord. 


CASE IX. 


Lad about 14 years old was brought 

into St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital for a 
rupture, which a ſurgeon who had ſeen 
him at home, had told his friends was in a 
ſituation to admit no delay, and it being 
my week I was ſent for immediately. 

I found a large tumor, full and tight, 
poſſeſſing the whole ſpermatic proceſs and 
ſcrotum, from the groin quite down to the 
teſticle, which was independent of it, and 
perfectly diſtinguiſhable. 


T4 .. 
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As he lay on his back it was perfectly 
indolent, but in an erect poſture, or in ſtoop- 
ing he complained of pain, it was not ten- 
der to the touch unleſs prefled hard, and 
was nearly of equal ſize from the top to the 
bottom ; it preſſed ſo hard againſt the ab- 
dominal aperture, that I could by no means 
feel the ſpermatic proceſs diſtinctly, he faid 
it had appeared within a week, and that he 
had had no ſtools for five days. 

Some of theſe were circumſtances of im- 

portance, and might have paſſed for ſymp- 
toms of a ſtrangulated hernia ; but on the 
other hand, his pulſe was ſoft, calm and 
quiet, and his ſkin cool, he had neither 
tight belly, nauſea, hiccough, nor vomiting, 
nor any other ſymptom either general or 
particular, (the want of ſtools excepted) 
which could be thought to indicate a ſtric- 
ture made on the inteſtinal canal. 
From the mere appearance, and from the 
feel of the ſwelling, I ſhould have thought 
it to have been owing to water; but the 
difficulty of diſtinguiſhing the ſpermatic 
proceſs above, and the freedom of the teſ- 
ticle below, made me heſitate a little. 

But though I was in ſome doubt con- 
eerning the preciſe nature of the diſeaſe, 
yet it was very clear that there was no ney 
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deſſity for an immediate operation; there- 
fore having found that nothing could be 
returned into the belly, I ordered fixteen 
ounces of blood to be taken from his arm, 
a glyſter to be thrown up immediately, and 
two ſpoonfuls of a purging mixture to be 
taken every two hours until he ſhould have 
ſome. ſtools. 

He took his mixture only twice; and had 
ſix large ſtools that afternoon ; and when I 
ſaw him the next morning he was perfectly 
well in health, but the tumor exactly the 
ſame in every reſpect. 

I examined it again carefully, and was 
ſtill more poſitive that it contained a fluid; 
but whether that fluid was in the tunica 
communis, or in a hernial fac, I could by 
no means be clear: however as there was 
no poſſible method of getting rid of it but 
by an opening, I determined to make it 
with ſuch caution as to be prepared for 
whatever might happen. 

Accordingly I made a ſmall inciſion into 
the anterior and lower part; when I had 
divided the ſkin and cellular ſubſtance, I 
found a firm hard membrane which I took 
for the ſac of a hernia, this I divided with 
the ſame caution, and gave diſcharge to a 
conſiderable quantity of limpid ſerum, upon 

Ss 3 + which 
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which the whole ſwelling immediately ſub- 
fided, the ſpermatic proceſs appeared in a 
natural ſtate, and the opening in the ten- 
don undilated. 

The inciſion was dreſſed ſuperficially, 
and healed in a few days. 

In leſs than half a year he came to me 
again, with the ſwelling as large and in 
every reſpect circumſtanced as before ; his 
habit was ſo good, and I fo well remem- 
bred the toughneſs of the cyſt at the firſt 
opening, that I made no ſcruple of adviſing 
him to have it laid open through its whole 
length, this he ſubmitted to and obtained 


a perfect cure. 


err. vn. 


The HYDROCELE of the TV NICA 
VAGINALIS TESTIS. 


HE third ſpecies of this diſeaſe is 

that which is confined to the cavity 

of the tunica vaginalis, or bag which 
looſely envelopes the teſticle. 

In the anatomical account of this coat 

it has been obſerved, that in a natural, 

healthy ſtate, its cavity always contains a 

- (mall ware of a fine fluid, exhaled from 

7 _— 
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vapillary arteries, ant conſtantly abſorbed 
by veſſels appointed for that purpoſe. 

This fluid in the natural ſmall quantity, 
ſerves to keep the tunica albuginea moiſt, 
and to prevent an adheſion between it and 
the vaginalis, a conſequence which ſome- 
times follows from ſuch a diſeaſed ſtate of 
theſe parts as prevents the due ſecretion of 
it; on the contrary, if the depoſition be 
too large, or if by any means the abſorp- 
tion of it is prevented, it is daily and gra- 
dually accumulated, and by diſtending the 
containing bag, forms the diſeaſe in queſ- 
tion. 

The two preceding ſpecies of hydrocele 
have their ſeat in the tunica communis of 
the ſpermatic veſſels, one by a general dif- 
fuſion of water through all the cells of the 
membrane, the other by a collection of it 
in one particular bag or cyſt; but that 
which makes our preſent ſubject has no 
concern or connection with that membrane, 
but is abſolutely confined to the cavity of 
the tunica vaginalis ?. 

F 4 i 

? Fallopius though unacquainted with the real and true 
origin and nature of this diſeaſe, and ſuppoſing its manner 
of production to be very unlike what it really is, has yet 
given a very juſt account of the appearances both of this 


and the former, Alia vero eſt hernia aquoſa in qua aqua 
diſtillat per vaſa et venas occulto modo ac ſenſim ad ſcro- 
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It is a diſeaſe from which no time of 
life is exempt; not only adults are ſubject 
to it, but very young children are aftlicted, 
and infants ſometimes born with it. 
Ruyſch is of opinion that a varicous ſtate 
of the ſpermatic veſſels is often the cauſe 
of it in adults; what foundation there may 
be for ſuch conjecture I know not, but from 
the nature of the diſeaſe it is pretty clear, 
that whatever tends to increaſe the ſecre- 
tion of the fluid into the ſacculus beyond 


the neceſſary ſmall quantity, or to prevent 


its being carried off by the proper abſorb- 
ent veſſels, muſt contribute to the produc- 
tion of it, which is in general ſo gradual 
and flow, and at the ſame time ſo void of 
pain, that the patient ſeldom attends to it 
until it is of ſome ſize ; on the other hand, 
it ſmetimes happens, that its progreſs is 


very quick, and I have ſeen it produced in 


a very few days from external violence. 


The 


tum. Haæc autem eſt duplex alia in qua continetur agua uin 
membrana adnata, et in proprio folliculo, alia in qua conti- 
netur in inguinal; tunica quæ veſtit teſtem. Cognoſcitur 
aquam eſſe in tunica adnata quia /eparatur teſtis a parte aguoſa 
manibus ; præterea iſta hernia habebit propriam circum- 
ſcriptionem, aliquando rotundam aliquando ovalem. Si 
autem fit in vaginali tunica, non poſſumus amplius arripere 
et diſtinguere teſtem ab hernia, quoniam in eodem loco et 
aqua et teſtes ſunt conſtituti. Fallopius. 


ou 
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The ſize and figure of it are various in 
different people, and under different cir- 
cumſtances; in general at its firſt begin- 
ning it is rather round, but as it increaſes 
it ſometimes aſſumes a pyriform kind of 
ſhape, having its largeſt extremity down- 
ward: ſometimes it is very hard and in- 
compreſſible, at others ſo little ſo, that in 
its very early ſtate the teſticle may eaſily be 
felt through the fluid. It is perfectly in- 
dolent, and what many writers have ſaid 
concerning its tranſparency as its great cha- 
racteriſtic, is by no means to be depended 
upon: in ſome few caſes indeed in which 
the tunica vaginalis and ſcrotum are natu- 
rally very thin, and the collection made fo 
quick as not to give the ſacculus time to 
become thick, there is a kind of tranſlu- 
cency, but as I have juſt ſaid, it is not to 
be depended upon. 
The colour of the fluid is alſo different, 
ſometimes it 1s of a pale yellow or ſtraw 


colour, 


This circumſtance of tranſparency, tho? a very fallible 
one, 15 almoſt the only one which I find many people look 
for, and are determined by; of all the characteriſties of the 
diſeaſe, itis the moſt uncertain : the various colour and con- 
ſiſtence of the fluid, and the texture and complexion of the 
ſkin and membrane, render it neceflarily ſo. There are 
many other marks which are much more to be depended 
upon, and which all practitioners ſhould be well acquainted 


with, otherwiſe they may fall into very pernicious and diſ- 
graceful blunders, 
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10 colour, ſometimes it is inclined to a green, 

bl and ſometimes it is brown and turbid. 

F If the water is in any conſiderable quan- 
tity the teſticle cannot be diſtinguiſhed, but 
the ſpermatic proceſs may almoſt always 
be felt in the groin of its natural ſize, and 
the veſſels in a natural ſtate ; this is moſt 
frequently the caſe, but I have ſeen the bag 

ſo full, and diſtended up ſo high, as to pre- 
vent a diſtin&t perception of the proceſs : 
the ſame obſcurity has been produced by 

the addition of an encyſted collection in the 
chord, and by the addition of a hernia in- 
teſtinalis. 

The idea which many people Gin of 
this diſeaſe, as of a bag full of water in 
the middle of which the teſticle is ſuſ- 
pended, is erroneous, and may be produc- 

| tive of miſchievous conſequences, as it may 

induce a belief that every part of the tumor 
is equally proper for perforation, when the 

1 water is to be drawn off. 

__ Whoever will make himſelf acquainted 
9 with the diſpoſition of the teſticle in its va- 

_—_— ginal coat, and their mutual connexion, 

Y will fee that in one particular place they 

Uo are ſo inſeparably a part of each other, that 

it is impoſſible for any fluid to inſinuate it- 

ſelf between them there; but that in every 


* other 
5 „„ 


* 
o 


* 
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other part they are abſolutely unconnected 
and fo diſtant, that from the great dilatabi- 
lity of the tunic a very large quantity may 
be collected". 

In a hydrocele which is tolerably full, 
the place of this union is the poſterior 
and middle, or rather the poſterior and 
ſuperior part of the tumor; a puncture 
made in this part can do no ſervice, as it 
will not reach the water, and therefore can- 
not anſwer the intention for which it ought 
to be made, viz. the diſcharge of it, but 
it may, and moſt probably would wound 
the teſticle or its epididymis, and thereby 
be the occaſion of bad ſymptoms and unne- 
ceflary hazard ; whereas an opening made 
in any other part of the whole tumor, will 
certainly let out the water, and is as cer- 
tainly free from all kind of danger. 

This connexion between the two tunics * 
at the upper and hinder part, is the reaſon 

why 

Humor magna ex parte in tunica erythroide appellata 
teſticulum ambiente in partem anteriorem colligitur, gua potiſ- 
fimum membrana illa a teſticulo ſeparatur.  P. Æginet. 

Mr. Le Dran, whoſe character in practical ſurgery ſtands 
high, ſeems to me to be leſs clear in his idea and definition 
of this diſeaſe, than of any other; his words are Une veſ- 
* fie aqueuſe placee ſur Pun de teſticules auquel elle eſt ad- 
«© herente, et comme elle devient quelquefois tres groſſe 
elle remplit preſque tout le ſcrotum.” This does not, at 
leaſt to me, convey an idea of its ſeat * within the ca- 


vity of the tunica vaginalis teſtis. | 
* I mean the vaginalis and albuginea, 


56 PrRacTiCAL REM ARks on 
why in a ſimple hydrocele of the vaginal 
coat, that part of it feels ſo very unlike to 
all the others, in which the great diſtance 
between the tunica vaginalis and teſticle; 
being occupied by the extravaſated fluid, 
produces to the fingers of an examiner a 
ſenſation very different from that which 
ariſes from the touch of them in conjunc- 
tion with each other. | 

This is a circumſtance by which the ſim- 
ple hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis may 

always be diſtinguiſhed both from the ana- 
ſarcous tumor of the ſcrotum, and from 
the encyſted collection in the chord; the 
former being every where equally tumid 
and ſoft, and every where equally receiving 
and retaining the impreſſion of the fingers, 
the latter though circumſcribed, and not 
very compreſſible, yet does not pit, and 1s 
alike to the touch in all parts of it. 

An indurated or ſchirrhous teſticle has 
very frequently a quantity of water lodged 
4n its vaginal coat, a circumſtance not to 
be wondered at; the diſeaſed ſtate of the 
parts will ſufficiently account for the ab- 
ſorbent veſſels not executing their office, 
and for the fluid being therefore accumu- 
lated ; but tho' part of this mixed tumor 
is undoubtedly owing to water, and that 

| water 


** 
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water is certainly lodged in the tunica va- 
ginalis, yet it is a very different diſeaſe 
from the true ſimple hydrocele of the ſame 
coat, and' ought not to be confounded with 
it ; one of the diſtinguiſhing marks of the 
latter being the natural; ſoft, healthy ſtate 
of the teſticle, and its induration and diſ- 
eaſed inlargement the characteriſtic of the 
former. 

This is a point of more conſequence than 
perhaps it may at firſt ſeem to be, it re- 
gards not only the definition, but the treat- 
ment of the two diſeaſes, and being rightly 
underſtood and attended to or not, may be 
productive of much good or ill. 

By moſt of the writers on this ſubject *, 
we are adviſed in operating for the radical 
cure of an hydrocele, to regard the ſtate of 
the teſticle, and if we find it enlarged or 
putrid, or covered with hard or fungous 
fleſh, to remove it immediately, which 
advice within proper limitation is certainly 
good; a teſticle ſo circumſtanced had bet- 
ter 


t Diſpiciendum quoque porro eſt, num teſticulus tume- 
factus aliquam materiam fluidam intus contineat, &c. Sed 
ſi forte ſimul nimis jam tum induratus, vel corruptus idem 
inveniatur, predicta ratione ligandus et reſecandus, ne in 
carcinoma forte abeat. 

Namque ubi forte vel putredo, vel ſchirrus, vel alia quæ- 
dam corruptio vehemens teſticulum invaſit ſalutarius ex- 
ſeindere. 9 Heiſter. 


And almoſt every writer on the ages. $ - 


_ 
*; 
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ter be removed than not : but this has really 
nothing to do with the ſimple hydrocele, 


it relates only to the ſchirrous and cance- 


rous teſtis: when theſe diſeaſes are the 
ſubject of conſideration, it makes a very 
neceſſary part of our obſervation, but has 
no concern with our preſent ſubject, and 
it is not eaſy to ſay which would betray a 
man's ignorance moſt, the undertaking the 
cure of a collection of water with a diſ- 
eaſed teſticle, by the mere diviſion of the 
vaginal coat, or the not knowing, previous 
to ſuch attempt, that this was the ſtate of 
the parts within. 

The truth is, our forefathers in his 3 in- 
ſtance miſtook an effect for a cauſe; they 
firſt ſuppoſed the extravaſated fluid to be of 
a noxious kind or diſpoſition, and then 
imagined that the teſticle was tainted and 
became diſeaſed by ſwimming in it; where- 
as the truth is juſt the reverſe, the teſticle 
is firſt diſeaſed, and the faculty of regular 
abſorption being thereby impaired, a quan- 
tity of ſerum is accumulated in the tunica 
vaginalis, and produces that mixed appear- 
ance which ſome people have not impro- 
perly called hydro-farcocele : but in this 


the extravaſation of water is really the con- 


ſequence, 
I 
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ſequence, and neither is, nor can be the 
cauſe of ſuch ſtate of the teſticle, | 

They who chooſe it may call this a {pe- 
cies of hydrocele, and the literal.conſtruc- 
tion of the word will certainly vindicate 
them ; but they will by that means run the 
riſque of confounding together two things 
extreamly unlike to each other, and which 
require very different treatment : the true 
ſimple hydrocele in which the teſticle is 
ſoft and ſound, admitting many things to 
be done to it with perfect ſafety, which 
are ſeldom attempted upon the other with- 
out hazard u. | 

It may indeed, and does n be- 
come neceſſary to let the water out from 
the vaginal coat of an indurated teſticle; 
but it ſhould never be done without neceſ- 
fity, and always under a guarded prognoſtic, 

leſt 


I have twice ſeen very terrible ſymptoms. follow upon 
an opening being made into the vaginal coat of a ſchirrhous 
teſticle ; the caſes were nearly alike in their appearance pre- 
vious to the operation, as well as in the ſymptoms which 
followed it. The teſticle in each was hard, unequal, and 
beginning to be painful, with a moderate quantity of water 
in the tunica vaginalis ; both patients had been adviſed by 
myſelf and other gentlemen of the profeflion, either to let 
them alone, or to have the whole diſeaſe removed at once by 
caſtration : they both applied to advertiſing operators, who 
either from ignorance, or a worſe motive opened them ; the 
pain and other ſymptoms which followed proved fatal to 


one, and rendered caſtration immediately neceſſary to the 
other, 
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leſt the patient ſhould not only be diſap- 
pointed in his expectation of a cure, but 
experience other incovenience which he 
had no apprehenſion of: whereas in the 
true ſimple hydrocele, neituer patient nor 
ſurgeon have any reaſon to be uneaſy * 

'Upon the whole, as juſt definitions, and 
accurate diſtinctions of difeaſes are very ne- 
ceſſary toward underſtanding them rightly, 
as well as toward finding out the moſt pro- 
per method of attempting their relief; it 
appears to me to be much better to confider 
this ſtate of theſe parts as it really is, viz. 
as an effect of a diſeaſed teſticle, and not as 
a hydrocele; by which means we ſhall affix 
two diſtin& ideas to two "uy — diſ- 
orders. ä 

I muſt deſire that what I have hitherto 
ſaid may be conſidered as relative to that 
kind of diſeaſe which affects the body or 
vaſcular part of the teſticle, and not to an 
enlargement or induration of the mere epi- 
is 3 theſe are very different com- 

plaints, 


See alſo in Hildanus an inſtance of the bad effect of 
dividing the vaginal coat of a true ſarcocele.Inciſo ſero- 
to plurimum effluxit aquæ, hinc primo ſubſedit ſcrotum, 
poſt paucos tamen dies ſecutus eſt dolor, vehemens inflam- 
matio, et cancroſumulcus maximeque malignum, quodque 
adeo impetuoſe adjacentes partes occupavit, ut ipſius ma- 
lignitas nullo modo arceri poſſit, ſed intra paucos dies ma- 
ximo cum cruciatu e vita deceſſit. Hildanus. 
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plaints, both in their nature and conſe- 
quences ; the former is a diſorder of the 
whole body of the teſticle, and not unfre- 
quently terminates in a painful cancer; 
the latter comprehends the epididymis on- 
ly, and very ſeldom gives any material 
trouble. 

Every practitioner knows, that after a ve- 
nereal hernia humoralis as it is called, an 
induration and inlargement of the epidi- 
dymis is often left, and remains for years, 
nay ſometimes for life, without giving the 
patient any uneaſineſs; an hydrocele may 
be formed in the vaginal coat of a teſticle 
ſo circumſtanced, but ſuch ſtate of the 
epididymis muſt not be regarded as conſti- 
tuting a diſeaſed or ſchirrous teſticle, or as 
requiring any particular attention in the 
treatment of the hydrocele, which may be 
tapped, or even laid open for a radical care 
with great ſafety, notwithſtanding ſuch 
ſtate of the epididymis. It is indeed 4 
matter of great conſequence to diſtinguith 
clearly the true ſimple hydrocele, from all 
thoſe diſeaſes to which it may be thought 
to bear ſome reſemblance, by affecting 
nearly the ſame parts, and with which 
it may accidentally be combined ; the 
accqunts to be obtained from patients of 
G ; the 
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the origin and progreſs of their diſorders, 


are in general ſo imperfect and unſatisfac- 
tory, that they are more apt to miſlead 
than to inform; it is to the anatomy of the 
parts, and to the ſymptoms of diſeaſes, that 
we mult have recourſe for ſatisfaction and 
certainty ; theſe well underſtood and atten- 
tively conſidered, will ſeldom deceive. 
On this account I hope to be excuſed put- 
ting together in one paragraph thoſe marks 
or characters of this difeaſe, which have 
been mentioned unconnectedly in ſome of 
the preceding. 

The true ſimple hydrocele of the tunica 
vaginalis, 1s generally formed very gradu- 
ally, as it conſiſts of a fluid which by not 
being properly abſorbed 1s gradually accu- 
mulated; while it is forming, it gives no 
pain, nor hardly any uneaſineſs; it affects 
the ſcrotum and dartos in no other manner 
than by diſtending them; as the ſacculus 
fills, the teſticle becomes more and more 
obſcure, and when it 1s tolerably diſtended 
cannot be felt at all ; all parts of the ge- 
neral tumor palpably diſcover a fluctuation 
of water, but the poſterior the leaſt; in 
thoſe from whom the water has never been 
drawn the ſwelling is generally tenſe, and 
not very „ eee it does not pit, is 


perfectly 
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perfectly indolent, and of uncertain figure, 
being ſometimes round, ſometimes pyri- 
form, and ſometimes oblong; it produces 
no obſtruction to the fœcal diſcharge from 
the inteſtines, nor any ſymptoms ariſing 
from any affection of any of the viſcera; it 
is incapable of reduction, and however large 
the tumor may be below, its upper part 
moſt frequently admits a very diſtinct feel 
of the ſpermatic proceſs; it is not affected 
by the ſneezing or coughing of the patient; 
change of poſture makes no alteration in 
it; it is not attended with heat of ſkin, ac- 
celeration of pulſe, nor any febrile ſymp- 
tom; the only uneaſineſs it gives is from 
its weight and ſize; and the teſticle with- 
in it is in a ſoft, natural, ſound ſtate. 

Before I give an account of the methods 
proper to be uſed for the relief, or cure of 
this diſorder, it may not be amiſs to men- 
tion that there have been inſtances of its 
diffipation ; of which the two following 
have fallen within my own knowledge. 


CASE © 


Gentleman about 45 years old, con- 
ſulted me on account of a ſwelling in 
the ſcrotum, which was not very large, 


a but 
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but plainly contained a fluid ; and was fo 
circumſtanced in other reſpects, that I made 
no ſcruple to pronounce it a hydrocele of 
the tunica vaginalis, and adviſed him to 
have the water let out. 

As it was not very troubleſome, he did 
not choofe to have any thing done to it 
then, but went away, ſaying I ſhould ſec 
ſee him again ſoon. 

He took the opinions of two other gen- 
tlemen of the faculty, both of whom told 
him as 1 had, that his ſwelling was pro- 
duced by water, and adviſed him to have 
it diſcharged by puncture. 

At the end of half a year he came to me 
again, with the fcrotum full and of a py- 
riform figure, but ſo large as to be very 
evident through his breeches. I would 
have tapped it immediately, but as he had 
never ſeen any thing of that ſort, I could 
not convince him that it would not confine 
him the next day; and as he was under a 
neceſſity of going into the country in a day 
or two, he choſe to defer it till he re- 
turned. | 

I ſaw no more of him for near two 
months, when he called upon me again, and 
ſhowed me bis ſerotum a empty. 

+ —_ Taking 


wh 
. 
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Taking it for granted that he had been 
tapped, I aſked who had done it for him, 
he told me, that before he could finith the 
buſineſs for which he went into the coun- 
try, he was ſeized with a ſevere fit of the 
gout, for the firit time in his life, which 
confined him to his bed for fix weeks, 
during which his ſwelling totally diſap- 
peared. It has not returned fince, which 
is more than ſeven years. 


CASE 32S 


A Middle aged man ſhewed me a large 

hydrocele of the vaginal tunic, which 
had been near two years collecting, but 
had never been let out: I adviſed him to 
have it done ſoon, and he appointed the 
next morning. 

In his way home he got fuddled, fell 
down into the area of an empty houſe, and 
in his fall ſtruck his ſcrotum againſt a piece 
of ſcaffolding. In the morning early he 
ſent for me; I found him in bed, with a 
great ecchymoſis under the ſkin of the ſcro- 
tum, which was alſo much {ſwelled and 


painful. | 
1 would have perſuaded him to have per- 
mitted me to let out the water, thinking 
[<3 - thereby 
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thereby to take off part of the tenſion ; but 
he would not, and I was obliged to have 
recourſe to fomentation, pultice, &c. 

In about a fortnight all the ecchymoſis 
was gone, and all the ſwelling from the 
ſound ſide of the ſcrotum; and both my 
patient and myſelf thought the hydrocele 
conſiderably leſs than before the accident: 
aecordinoly we perſiſted in the ſame me- 
thod, and in about three weeks more it 
totally diſappeared, and has not returned 
ſince. 


I have ſeveral times tried the ſame mean: 
but have never ſucceeded. 


- | HE methods of cure in the hydrocele 

of the tunica vaginalis, though various, 
are all reducible under two general heads 
or intentions; the palliative, or that which 
pretends only to relieve the diſeaſe, in 
preſent, by diſcharging the water ; and 
the radical, or that which aims at a per- 
fect cure, without leaving a poflibility of 
a relapſe: the end of the firſt is accom- 
pliſhed by mere perforation of the con- 
taining bag; that of the latter cannot be 


obtained unleſs the cavity of that bag be 
I 2 ; aboliſhed, 
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aboliſhed, and no receptacle left for a fu- 
ture accumulation of fluid : the former may 
be practiſed at all times of the patient's life, 
and almoit in any ſtate of health, and ha- 
bit; the latter lies under {ome reſtraints 
from the circumſtances of years, conſtitu- 
tion, ſtate of the parts, &c. 

The common bleeding lancet, and a 
{mall trochar, are the inſtruments with 
which the perforation is made in the pal- 
liative cure; and it is a matter of very lit- 
tle importance which of the two 1s uſed. 

The place for making the puncture is the 
anterior and inferior part of the tumor, for 
reaſons given at largein p. 75 ; and which 
therefore need not be repeated here. 

The lancet having the finer point gives 
leſs pain, and in general ſucceeds as well 
as the trochar; but if the tumor is not 
firmly graſped above, and held ſteady when 
the tunica vaginalis begins to collapſe, the 
diſcharge will ſtop, and the water inſinuate 
itſelf into the cells of the dartos. ; 

It the trochar is uſed, the cannula ſecures 
the exit of all the fluid without a poſſibility 
of its deviating ; but whether the puncture 
be made with the one or the other, the 
more tenſe the tumor is made, the more 

Ga - cafily 
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eaſily will the inſtrument paſs, and the leſs 
pain will it give. 

It was a cuſtom formerly, after perform- 
ing this operation, to make uſe of fomenta- 
tion and diſcutient applications, upon a 
ſuppoſition that by ſuch means a return of 
the diſeaſe might be prevented ; and among 
the old writers are to be found the forms 
of medicines to be applied to the groin and 
proceſs to prevent a future deſcent of the 
fluid : but experience and anatomy having 
proved the falſhood of ſuch a ſuppoſition, 
and the uſeleſſneſs of ſuch applications, the 
generality of the preſent practitioners con- 
tent themſelves with a bit of lint and 
plaſter, and a bag-truſs, and give the pa- 
tient no farther trouble. 

In moſt people the orifice heals in a few 
hours, like that made in blood-letting, but 
in ſome habits, like that allo, it ſometimes 
inflames and feſters ; this is generally ſu- 
perficial only, and is quieted by any ſimple 
drefling : but ſometimes it is ſo conſider- 
able, and extends fo deep, that it affects the 
vaginal coat, and accidentally proves a ra- 
dical cure. 

Whether it aroſe from fear of wounding 
the teſticle in the operation, or from a ſap- 


poſition that while the quantity of water 
Co was 
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was ſmall, it was more likely to diſperſe, 
or that while there was but little fluid they 
did not think the diſeaſe ſufficiently charac- 
teriſed, or perhaps from ſome other reaſon 
which they have not given us, but many 
writers of good authority, and among them 
Mr. Serjeant Wiſeman, have forbid the 
puncture in an adult, while the quantity 
may be ſuppoſed to be under a pint ; which 
reſtriction is ſtill ſcrupulouſly attended to by 
many, to the no ſmall trouble and incon- 
venience of thoſe who carry the diſeaſe 
about them. This appears to me to be ſo 
far from being a neceſſary caution, that 
when there is ſufficient quantity to keep 
the teſticle free from the inſtrument, I do 
not know any one objection which can be 
made againſt early puncture ; the fingle 
point on which this argument does, or 
ought to reſt, is this, whether the abſorbent 
veſſels by which the extravaſation ſhould be 
prevented are more likely to reaſſume their 
office while the vaginal coat is thin, and 
has ſuffered but little violence from diſ- 
tention ; or after it has been ſtretched toy 
often, or perhaps twenty times its natural ca- 

pacity, and like all other membranes is by 
ſuch diſtention become thick, hard, and 


fough: for my own 1 I think the pro- 
bability 
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bability ſo much on the fide of the former, 
that I ſhould never heſitate about letting 
out the water as ſoon as ever I found that 
the puncture might be ſecurely made ; and 
from what has fallen within my own 
knowledge, I am inclined to believe that 
if it was practiſed more early than it gene- 
rally is, it might ſometimes prevent the 
return of the diſeaſe. 

All the other methods of treating this 
kind of hydrocele, except the puncture, are 
either originally intended to obtain a radi- 
cal cure, or having been often productive 
of ſuch, are by different people ranked 
ſometimes among the palliative, and ſome- 
times among the radical means. 

In moſt of the antient writers are found 
directions for the cure of this diſeaſe by 
ſeton, tent, canula, cauſtic, cautery, ligature, 
injection, and inciſion, ſome of which are 
adopted or preferred by one, and ſome by 
another ; according to the theory which 
they entertained of the diſorder, or the be- 
nefits which they had ſeen accidentally to 
ariſe from one or other of the methods. 

The ſeton, the tent, and the canula, 
were originally meant either to palliate, or 
were uſed upon a ſuppoſition that the fluid 


was in itſelf noxious, that the general ha- 
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bit of the patient was relieved, and many 


other diſorders prevented by its being de- 
poſited in that part ; and that its cure ought 
not to be raſhly attempted, nor haſtily exe- 
cuted x. 

The cauſtic, cautery, and ligature, were 
deviſed to prevent the ſuppoſed deſcent of 
the water from the abdomen into the ſcro- 
tum. And the injection was calculated to 
conſtringe and cloſe thoſe breaches in the 
lymphatics which were thought to have 
produced the diſeaſe. 

Some of theſe are now quite laid aſide, 
the original reaſons for their invention and 
uſe being found to be falſe and groundleſs; 
of this kind are the cautery, ligature, and 
injection : the water is now known to be 
collected in the part where it is found, and 
not to fall into it from the belly; and tho 
an obſtruction in the lymphatic veſſels of 
the ſpermatic proceſs may prevent the ab- 
ſorption of the fluid from the cavity of the 
vaginal coat, yet no breach of them 'can 
poſſibly produce the diſeaſe in queſtion. 

The original reaſons for the uſe of the 
ſeton, the tent, and the canula, viz. the 
noxious quality of the fluid, and the neceſ- 
ſity of a gradual cure, are now allo known 


not 
See Hildanus, Fallopius, Schenkius, &c. &c. &c. 
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not to be true, and therefore though theſe, 
or methods not unlike to theſe, ſtill conti- 
nue to be uſed by ſome of the preſent prac- 
titioners, yet it is with another immediate 
view, and upon different principles; no in- 
tention of prolonging a cure, or of making 
a drain for the prevention of other diſor- 
ders, but merely to aboliſh the cavity of 
the tunica vaginalis, by procuring an ad- 
heſion or union of that membrane, with 
the tunica albuginea, or proper coat of the 
teſticle. 

This is the only rational intention which 
can be purſued by any of theſe means ; for 
the diſorder being perfectly local, and the 
tunica vaginalis moſt commonly thickened 
by having been much diſtended, unleſs the 
abſorbent veſſels can be again reſtored to a 
capacity of doing their duty (a thing which 
does not very often happen) the arteries will 
continue to exale new ſerum into the cavity, 
and the hydrocele beconſtantly maintained. 

To obtain this end two different me- 
thods are propoſed, by one of which an at- 
tempt is made by means of a ſmall wound 
to raiſe ſuch a degreee of inflammation 
as ſhall procure an union of the two coats 
with each other; the other by means of a 


HE Ager and more free inciſion, converts the 


| cavity 
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cavity of the vaginal coat into a hollow ul- 
cer, which being digeſted is to be filled up 
with new fleſh, and the cavity of the ſac 
thereby aboliſhed. 

The firſt, or union of the two coats with 
each other, has often been found to be the 
effect of ſuch means as were deſigned to 
procure a temporary relief, or what is 
called a palliative cure; it ſometimes fol- 
lows the ſimple puncture with the trochar 
or lancet, the antient method of letting out 
the water very frequently produced it?, 
and the ſeton, the tent and the canula ac- - 
caſioned it fo often, as to be ranked by 
many among the proper methods of ob- 
taining a radical cure. 

The three laſt were certainly deſigned 
at firſt to diſcharge the water gradually, 
and to continue ſuch a drain from the parts 
where it had been collected, as might pre- 
vent any miſchievous conſequences attend- 
ing the removal of the local diſorder ; but 
the inflammation which ſupervened often 
producing a coheſion of the ſacculus to the 

ſurface 


Y 'This was by making firſt an inciſion of ſome length thro? 
the ſcrotum and dartos, fo as to lay bare the tunica vaginalis, 
and then to make a puncture in the latter. Brunus and 


Theodorie ſay © Curatio ejus eſt ut incidatur cutis teſtigu= 


lorum ſectione ampla ſecundum longitudinem ejus, dein 
perfora et aquam extrahe.“ And the ſame cons are 


given by many others, 
... 


+. 
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ſurface of the teſticle, what was originally 
deſigned for a palliative remedy ſoon came 
to be uſed with intention to obtain a per- 
fect cure, and has with little alteration been 
continued into the preſent time. 
The means are indeed ſomewhat different 
from each other, but the intention with 
which they are uſed is the ſame in all, viz. 
to raiſe ſuch a degree of inflammation in the 
tunica vaginalis, and in the albuginea, as 
to occaſion a coheſion of them with each 
other ; and leave no cavity between the in- 
ner ſurface of the former and the outer one 
of the latter *. 
If 

= Manyof the old writers have given directions for paſſing 
the ſeton, and for introducing the tent, either of lint or 
ſponge, and the canula of filver or alder. Gulielmus e Sa- 
liceto, having firſt propoſed the uſe of external applications, 
ſays, Si hac via non conſumitur aqua, tunc pertora burſam 
cum phlebotomo tuo acuto, et extrahe aquam non ſubito to- 
tam, fed partem, et pone in foramine illo tentam lineam vel 
ſtuppeam, aut ſpongiam, ut poſſes de die in diem aquam ex- 
trahere ; et nota quod hujuſmodi zgritudo multoties reci- 
divat, et fi fic, ſemper redeas ad perforationem antedictam; 
et via iſta, et modo perfecte curabitur.“ 
Fabritius ab Aquapendente ſpeaks of the tent as fre- 
quently uſed by him in the mixed caſe of hydrocele and 
ſarcocele or diſeaſed teſticle ; though by the account he 
gives of his ſucceſs it 1s pretty clear that he uſed it in the 
ſimple hydrocele only. Si carnoſa ſimul et aquoſa fit 
hernia, ego talem adhibeo curam. Seco cutem et inciſionem 
facio exiguam, et in loco potius altiori quam in fundo, inde 
turunda impoſita cum digeſtive et pus movente medica- 
FR | | mento 
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If it was abſolutely in our power to de- 
termine the degree of inflammation to be 
excited 


mento procedo neque unquam totum pus extraho, ſed per- 
petuo bonam partem intus relinquo, quod ſenſim carnem 
corrodat et ita ſanat.” An adheſion of the vaginal coat 
with the ſurface of the teſticle muſt frequently be the con- 
ſequence of ſuch treatment in the caſe of a ſimple hydrocele; 
but whoever has ſeen much of the diſeaſe properly called 
ſarcocele, will not be inclined to believe it often capable 
of ſuch rough treatment, at leaſt not ſucceſsfully. The 
ſame method of practice has been adopted by Ruyſch in 
the ſimple hydrocele, © Sanari quidem valet id mali per- 
tuſo ſcroto, ope inſtrumenti trochart dicto vel lanceola 
phlebotomica, ut aqua vulnere exeat ; fed cito plerumque 
deſcit malum.“ 

Si autem curationem aggrederis aperiendo ſcrotum a 
parte ſuperior ad latus, tumque vulnus turunda oblonga, 
unguento roſaceo mercurio precipitato rubro inuncto opple- 
veris, donec lenis inflammatio eique ſuccedens ſuppuratio 
parva membranulas ſtillantes putrefecerit, tuque eas tena- 
culo eduxeris.“ &c. 

Profeſſor Monro has alſo propoſed a method of cure upon 
the ſame principle, but much better and more likely to pro- 
cure the one thing deſigned, the /enis inflammatio as he em- 
ploys no catheretic medicines. His words are, Con- 
ſidering how readily contiguous inflamed parts grow toge- 
ther, and how many inſtances there are of people having a 
radical cure made of this hydrocele by inflammations com- 
ing on the part, it would ſeem no unreaſonable practice to 
endeavour a concretion of the two coats of the teſticle when 
they are brought contiguous, after letting out the water 
through the canula of a trochar, by artfully raiſing a ſuffi- 
cient degree of inflammation. This to be ſure, muſt be 
done cautiouſly, and ſo that the ſurgeon can reaſonably ex- 
pect to be maſter of the inflammation, and therefore the ap- 


plication of all irritating medicines, the operation of which 


he could not immediately ſep, or any fingle mechanical ef- 
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excited by theſe means, there would not be 
the ſmalleſt doubt of their utility, and of 
the preference which would therefore be 
due to them ; but this is far from being the 
caſe; for tho' ſometimes it riſes no higher 
than what ſerves the intended purpoſe, and 
gives but little pain or trouble, yet it ſome- 
times greatly exceeds that due degree, and 
produces acute pain, ſymptomatic fever, 
large ſuppuration, ſloughs, &c. all which 
protract the cure much beyond the patient's 
expectation, and render the caſe as trou- 
bleſome, as in any of thoſe methods whoſe 
effect is much more certain: while on the 

other 


fort, the effect of which he could not be ſure of, are not to be 
employed. Suppoſe the canula of the trochar was to be left 
in, by the extremity of it rubbing on the teſticle an inflamma- 
tion might be gradually raiſed ; the cauſe of which might be 


taken away as ſoon as the ſurgeon thought fit.” &c. M. Eſſays. 


This method with ſome alteration I have once or twice 
uſed with ſucceſs. Being afraid of the too great irritation 


_ which the edge of the canula might excite, I have left it in, 
with a piece of Bougie within it of ſuch length as to exceed 


its extremity about a quarter of an inch. 

Of all the methods of ufing a tent in this caſe, I think 
this is the beſt, as the canula ſecures its paſſage into the ca- 
vity of the vaginal coat; which the collapſing of that tunic 
and the looſe texture of the dartos, renders ſomewhat diffi- 
cult without this help. But though I have once or twice 


ſucceeded in this manner, I have much oftener been fruſ- 


trated ; ſometimes it has proved abſolutely ineffectual, and 


at others I have ſeen it taiſe ſuch diſturbance as to render it 


abſolutely neceſſary to lay the ** open before a cure 
could be 2 
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other hand, it ſometimes falls far ſhort of | 
the intention, and raiſing an inflammation 
and abſceſs in the cells of the dartos only, 
ends in a cohefion of that membrane with 
the outer ſurface of the tunica vaginalis, 
leaving its cavity juſt as it was, and juſt as 
liable to be again filled: | 

If the firſt happens to be the caſe, that 
is; if only ſo ſlight a degree of inflamma- 
tion is raiſed as occaſions but little tumor, 
moderate pain, light ſymptomatic fever, 
ſmall ſuppuration, and an entire union of 
the two membranes, the event is very for- 
tunate, and a very troubleſome diſeaſe is 
perfectly cured by very eaſy means. 

If the ſecond ſtate which I have men- 
tioned is the conſequence of the attempt, 
that is; if the inflammation riſes high, the 
ſcrotum ſwells much, the parts ſlough 
deep, and largely, and a plentiful ſuppu- 
ration is preceded by a briſk ſymptomatic 
fever; the confinement, the hazard, pain; 
and trouble, are full equal to what attend 
the more certain methods of obtaining the 
fame end; - 

And if the event ſhould prove to be what 
was mentioned in the third place, viz. if 
ſuch coheſion between the tunics is not 
brought about, but only a ſuperficial in⸗ 
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and the patient ſhowed: be appriſed of what 


out makin ga large wound, and without car- 
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flammation raiſed between the {kin and dar- 
tos, all the trouble, pain, confinement, &c. 
are ſubmitted to for nothing, the vaginal 
coat being left entire, its cavity will ſooner 
or later be again filled with water, and the 
diſeaſe be renewed. 

Which of theſe three ſhall be the event 
no man can determine, becauſe no man 
can direct. Under the ſame external ap- 
pearances, different people are more or leſs 
prone to inflammation and fever ; the con- 
finement of matter by means of too ſmall 
an opening, will in ſome habits make 
ſtrange havock in a very ſhort time ; and if 
a large opening, and plentiful ſuppuration, 
muſt at laſt be ſubmitted to, the method by 
a large incifion at firſt is preferable, as the 
cure is more certain and the loſs of time 
leſs. Different circumſtances in the patient 
will render one method preferable to, and 
more likely to ſucceed than another; 
but whenever a cure is attempted by any 
of theſe means, the uncertainty of the event 
ſhould always be made known beforehand, 


may happen. 


All the methods hitherto mentioned are 
calculated to produce a perfect cure, with- 


rying 
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rying the appearance of an operation; thoſe 
of which I am now to ſpeak, are intended 


to obtain the ſame effect, but by means of 


a larger opening to render it more certain; 
theſe are called the cure by cauſtic, and the 
cure by incifion, both which require a 
cloſer confinement to bed, and the obſer- 
vanee of a ſtricter regimen. 


The method by CausTiCis this — 
A piece of the common paſte cauſtic rather 
leſs than a finger's breadth, poperly ſecured 
by plaſter, is applied the whole length of 
the anterior part of the tumor. 

The eſchar thus made is intended to pe- 
netrate through the ſkin, dartos, and vagi- 
ginal coat; and either by the natural ſepa- 
ration of it, or by its being divided, to give 


diſcharge to the water ; and at the ſame time 


to make ſo large an opening into the latter, 
as to afford an opportunity to the ſurgeon 
of applying ſuch dreſſings to the inſide of 

it as ſhall generate new fleſh, and fill up 
its cavity. 

It is hardly neceſſary to ſay any thing of 
the method of drefling in this kind of cure, 
it being obvious that ſuch only as are ſoft, 
eaſy, and of the digeſtive kind, can be pro- 
per for membranes ſo eaſily Irritable, and 


H-2- {0 


koi 


=” - 
Cn - 2 
8 * — — — 
— * . 2 * 
— 


> _ 2 N : - - — — — — — X 2 
— 8 .  - - = + ” - 2 — — - — - 
— DEL. =. :- > == === I : —_ . : ; 
Og." > — 2 2 8 — ͤ—— gr — : -D2=— - Es 8 hogs 2 2 . . ——_ . 
F ; | — ˙ ü n 
" 
- 


ſlight, but to the generality it is full equal 
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ſo ſubject to inflammation, that an emol- 
lent pultice, with fomentation, &c. muſt be 
neceſſary for the ſeparation of the eſchar in 
the inflamed ſcrotum, that the body ſhould 
be kept open, and any feveriſh ſymptoms re- 
ſiſted by proper medicines and regimen. 

If the tumor was large and full, and the 
containing parts very much on the ſtretch, 
the cauſtic will generally do its duty, that 
is, it will penetrate through the vaginal 
coat, and then either the natural ſeparation 


of the eſchar or the diviſion of it with a 


knife will procure a diſcharge of the water, 
and give admiſſion to proper dreſſings : if 
the ſkin was not much on the ſtretch, but 
ſill retained a degree of rugoſity, and con- 
ſequently the dartos or cellular membrane 
between it and the tunic was not much 
compreſſed, the cauſtic will not penetrate 


ſo as to affect the vaginal coat at all, and 


it will ſtill be neceſſary either to cut thro' 
it in the ſame ſtate and manner as if no 
cauſtic had been applied, or to have re- 
courſe to a repetition of eſcharotic appli- 
cations, which muſt neceſſarily prove both 
irkſome and tedious. | 

The pain attending the firſt application 
of the cauſtic, 1s to. ſome few people but 


I to 
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to that of the kniſe; and in every one, of 
a much longer duration. If it does not 
penetrate through the tunica vaginalis, that 
membrane muſt be divided by 'a cutting 
inſtrument, in the ſame manner as if no 
cauſtic had been applied; and ſuch inciſion 
will neceſlarily be attended with its proper 
ſymptoms, that is, thoſe ſymptoms which 
always accompany the diviſion of a firm ſen- 
ſible membrane: and this muſt frequently 
be the caſe, unleſs the patient will wait till 
the tunic is very full, and ſtretched thereby 
to a certain degree*. Nor can we always 
confine the cauſtic from ſpreading wider 
than is intended, and conſequently pro- 


ducing a ſore much larger than is neceſſary, 


not to mention the extreme tenderneſs of 
theſe ſores, nor the inconvenience ariſing 
from great loſs of ſubſtance in the {kin of 
the ſcrotum. 

Upon the whole, tho' the cure by cauſtic 
{ſeems to ſpare the patient the apprehenfion 
of an operation, and requiring no dexterity 
in the ſurgeon, may on thoſe two accounts, 
be by ſome thought preferable ; yet who- 
ever expects by it to obtain a perfect curc 


upon much eaſier terms than by that ot 


| _ *" inciſion, 
* In which caſe the hazard of mortification, either from 
cauſtic or incifien, will in ſome habits be ſtill more in 
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incifion, will frequently find himſelf de- 
ceived ; that is, he will often find the fever 
and all the-inflammatory ſymptoms, full as 
high in the former as in the latter, the ſore 
as painful, and in every reſpect as trouble- 
ſome, his attention and care to obviate miſ- 
chief as much required in the one as the 
other, and the confinement generally much 
longer in the cauſtic than in the inciſion. 

One of the methods made uſe of by the 
ancients to let out the water from an hy- 
drocele, was, as I have already obſerved, by 
making a free diviſion of the ſcrotum and 
dartos, and having by that means laid the 
tunica vaginalis bare to perforate it and diſ- 
charge the contents. 

This ſometimes produced a perfect cure in 
the firſt inſtance, and ſometimes provedonly 
a temporary relief; that is, if the opening 
made in the vaginal coat was ſmall, and 
united again immediately, the cavity of it 
was again filled with water, but if the 
puncture inſtead of uniting again imme- 
diately, inflamed or became ſloughy, which 
the free inciſion of the ſkin muſt neceſſarily 
contribute to, ſuch an adheſion ſometimes 
followed between this coat and the albu- 
ginea, as totally obliterated the cavity of 


the former. 
| I 
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Tho' this happened ſooner or later in 
many inſtances, yet the cure was as it were 
the effect of accident, and therefore recourſe 
was had to another method, which, tho' 
upon the ſame principles, was more cer- 
tain in its effect. 

This was a diviſion of the vaginal coat 
through its whole length, ſometimes by 
mere ſimple inciſion, and ſometimes by re- 
moving a part of it. 

Paulus Ægineta, Albucafis, Severinus, and 
many others of the beſt antient writers, 
have given a particular account of this ope- 
ration ; and it has in all times been prac- 
tiſed by ſome, though in general it has 
been decried and dreaded. 

In what manner, and with what degree 
of caution it may have been executed by 
thoſe who have given ſo bad an account of 
it, I know not, but from what I have ſeen 
and practiſed, I am very certain that the 
ills attending it have been much exagge- 
rated, that under proper cautions and re- 
ſtrictions it will be found to be practicable 
with perfect ſafety, and ought by no means 
to be laid aſide, 

All the other methods, the cauſtic ex- 
cepted, are fallible, but this properly exe- 
cuted I Wer faw fail; the only doubt 

HH which 
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which can ariſe concerning the practice of 
it is, whether it is neceſſarily attended with 
more hazardous circumſtances than- any of 
the others. Some writers of very good 
character have appeared very averſe to it, 
and have aſcribed to it ſuch ſymptoms as 
are indeed very alarming, but which I have 
ſeldom ſeen attend upon it: I have per- 
formed it, I am ſure I may without ex- 
aggeration ſay, ſcores of times, and never 
ſaw the patieat's life in danger, nor that it 
proved fatal but twice; in one of which 
caſes there were ſome circumſtances that 
might in ſome meaſure account for the 
event. I never, but in thoſe two inſtances 
ſaw the ſymptoms run ſo high as to be at 
all alarming to any body accuſtomed to 
matters of this ſort ; or not to give way to 
the treatment proper on ſuch occaſions. I 
would be extremely cautious how I ad- 
vanced any thing of this kind, which re- 
peated experience had not proved to me the 
truth of; as it may poſſibly influence the 
judgment and practice of ſome of thoſe, 
who from their not having frequent oppor- 
tunities of ſeeing buſineſs, are under a ſort 
of neceſſity of taking the advice and opi- 
nion of ſuch as have: in things of this kind 


prejudices ſhould not be coneęivcd from 


'F * 
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a few examples, reiterated experiment on- 
ly ſhould determine the judgment ; and 
it is from ſuch repeated trial that I venture 
to ſay that this operation in proper caſes 
and under proper reſtrictions, may be prac- 
tiſed with perfect ſafety, and greatly to the 
patient's advantage. From what I have 
ſeen of it, I am inclined to think that ſome 
of thoſe gentlemen who appear lo averſe to 
it, have performed it on improper ſubjects, 
or having imbibed a prejudice againſt it, 
have been unneceſſarily alarmed at ſymp- 
toms which in another caſe would not have 
alarmed them at all ; and that others not 
making ule of the proper precautions, have 
ſuffered their patients to get into circum- 
ſtances of hazard which they might have 

revented, but which are therefore more 
juſtly chargeable on them than on the 
operation. 

Advanced age, an apparently bad, or 
cachectic habit, a diſpoſition to anaſar- 
cous or leucophlegmatic ſwellings, an in- 
temperate life, the cuſtom of drinking ſpi- 
rituous liquors, and any ſuch general dif- 
order 1n the conſtitution as the ſymptomatic 
fever is likely to exaſperate, are general 
and juſt objections to it ; any diſeaſe of the 
glandular part of the teſticle, its coats, or 

ſpermatic 
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ſpermatic proceſs, an old irreducible. rup- 
ture, a diſeaſed ſtate of the urethra, pro- 
ſtate gland or neck of the bladder, are, 
while they continue, good reaſons for not 
performing it: but conſideratis conſide- 
randis. In young healthy people this way 
of obtaining a radical cure is, for ſeveral 
reaſons, preferable to any other. 


The method of performing it is this. — 
Having appointed an affiſtant to graſp the 
tumor, and thereby render it tenſe, a punc- 
ture muſt be made in the lower and anterior 
part of it, through the ſcrotum and tunica 
vaginalis at once; if the operator intends 
to finiſh the inciſion with his knife, he 
ſhould make his puncture large enough to 
admit the end of his fore-finger, which he 
ſhould immeditely introduce before the wa- 
ter is diſcharged, and the vaginal coat col- 
lapſed ; and upon that finger continue his 
diviſion of that whole tunic, and of the 
ſcrotum which covers it. If he intends to 
uſe the probe-ſciflars, (a more tedious, as 
well as a more painful method) he may 
make his firſt puncture with a lancet, and 
then introduce his ſciſſars. 

Upon the firſt diviſion the water imme- 


diately ruſhes out, and in its paliage ſome of 
it 
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it infinuates 4tſelf into the cells af the dar- 
tos, while the vaginal tunic ſubſides and 
collapſes: if the firſt puncture is made 
ſmall, the inſinuation of the water into the 
dartos, and the collapfion of the tunic, 
render it difficult to paſs the knife or ſciſ- 
fars into the aperture in the latter, and un- 
leſs that is done, the ſcrotum only will be 
divided, and both patient and ſurgeon muſt 
undergo double trouble. This may always 
be prevented by making the firſt opening 
large enough for the introduction of the 
fore- finger, and upon that all the reſt may 
very eaſily and very ſafely be executed. 
When the inciſion is finiſhed, the teſti- 
cle covered only by its tunica albuginea ap- 
pears, and if the diviſion is begun or con- 
tinued very low, generally thruſts itſelf out 
upon 


d Some people, being terrified with the accounts which 
they have received of this operation, and being yet deſirous 
of procuring a radical cure, have thought to avoid ſome of 
the hazard by making the inciſion ſmall : this is certainly a 
great miſtake ; an inciſion of ſuch ſize as not to come under 
the denomination of a puncture, and to admit the introduc- 
tion of dreſſings into the cavity of the ſacculus, thoughat 
may not be attended with all the benefit derivable from a 
free diviſion, will moſt certainly be accompanied with all 
its inconveniencies. | 

If the inciſion is intended to produce a perfect cure, it 
ſhould be made the whole length of the ſacculus, by which 
means the admiſſion of dreſſings will be eaſier, the ſuppura- 
ration more free, the inflammation leſs, and the cure more 
certain, 35% 
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upon handling the parts; this ſhould be 
gently replaced, and if the vaginal coat is 
not much thickened by having been long 
diſtended, nothing more need be done than 
having-feparated the divided lips, to lay a 
little fine unformed lint lightly into its 
cavity, then covering the whole with a 
large pledgit, tie the ſcrotum up in a bag- 
truſs, with ſome ſoft bolſters of tow. 

The operation when properly done 1s not 
tedious, but may be executed in a very few 
ſeconds; requires no other violence than 
the mere diviſion of the parts, and if that 
be made with the knife rather than ſciſſars, 
it will produce a very ſenſible difference to 
the patient's ſenſation. 

He ſhould be immediately put to bed, 
loſe ſixteen ounces of blood from his arm, 
and take a grain of extract thebaic. which 
in caſe of pain or reſtleſsneſs, ſhould be re- 
peated every ſix, eight, or ten hours, as oc- 
caſion may require. 

After ten or twelve hours are paſt, the 
whole ſcrotum and pubes ſhould be covered 
with a warm emollient pultice*, ſpread 
thick ; 


© By no means to fill or diſtend it, or make any preſſure 

on the teſticle, whoſe tunica albuginea is eaſily irritated. 
4 The impalpable farina ſeminis lini, put into boiling 
water, with a proper quanti I of freſh butter or ung. ſambu- 
ci, 
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thick; and if the pulſe riſes or becomes 
hard and full, more blood muſt be drawn 
off, and abſolute quiet, and a low reguaqen 
enjained. 

On the next day the parts ſhould be well 
fomented, and the pultice renewed, at leaſt 
twice, the edges of the inciſion ſhould be 
ſmeared over with a ſoft, oily digeſtive, but 
no attempt either now, or in future ſhould 
be made to remove any part of the lint ap- 
plied to the inſide of the tunic; this ſhould 
be ſuffered to remain till the ſuppuration 
having looſened it in all parts, it tumbles 
out © without pain or trouble. 

It can hardly be neceſſary to obſerve, that 
in this, as well as in every other operation 
which may be attended with ſymptomatic 
fever, glyſters and ſoft emulſions in caſe of 
coſtiveneſs, the ſal abſynth. mixture, or 
ſomething of that ſort, if the ſkin be hot and 
dry, and opium and phlebotomy in caſe of 
pain or hard and full pulſe, will be required. 

By theſe means the violence of the ſymp- 


toms is either abſolutely prevented, or very 
ſoon 


ci, is the eaſieſt made; and is at the ſame time the neateſt, 
ſofteſt, ſmootheſt, and moſt relaxing application of the kind, 
and has nothing offenſive in its flayour. 

A circumſtance which ſhould; always be carefully at- 
tended to in many other caſes, but particularly in the dreſ- 
ſing a ſtump after amputation. 
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ſoon” taken off, and a kindly ſuppuration 
eſtabliſhed. | 

The general hardneſs of all the parts 
about, the thick tumid lips of the inciſion, 
and'the enlargement of the whole ſcrotum, 
have for the firſt four or five days a diſa- 
greeable appearance, and the kind of diſ- 
charge, which at that time is only a gleet, 
ſeems very unequal to a reduction of ſuch 
a degree of tumefaction; but when the fe- 
brile ſymptoms are gone, and a ſuppuration 


is once begun, which almoſt always hap- 


pens about the fifth or ſixth day, let the 
ſurgeon have patience, and not interrupt it 
by improper dreſſings, let him keep up the 
perſpiration by warm fomentation, dreſs 
the inciſion with the ſofteſt, eaſieſt, oily 
digeſtive, and cover the whole with a warm 
relaxing pultice, and I will venture to aſ- 
ſert ke will ſoon ſee every thing in a good 
ſtate ; he will fee the inflammation diſap- 
pear, the induration reſolve, and all the tu- 
mor in due time ſubſide : whereas if he 
neglects theſe general cautions, or un- 
der a notion of aſſiſting digeſtion, inſtead 


of a ſoft lenient balſam, will go to work 


with precipitate and other irritating or 
eſcharotic dreſſings, he will continue 


all the diſagreeable appearances, and moſt 
likely 


the HYDROCELE, Sc. tit 
likely bring on again a painful inflamed 
fore, with all its conſequences, but for 

which he only in ſuch caſe is accountable f. 

6 mw In 

f The great induration which almoſt always attends in- 
flammations of theſe parts, has I ſuppoſe been the reaſon 
why ſo many writers have adviſed, and ſo many practitioners 
ſtill uſe ſuch medicines as are truly of the eſcharotic kind, 
under a notion of diſſolving the induration, and removing 
the obſtruction. | 

I would be very cautious how I made objection to what 
ſo many have recommended, aud in a matter of ſpeculation 
merely, would rather doubt my own judgment than that of 
ſome others; but as this is a fact of which I have been con- 
vinced too often to be miſtaken, I cannot help ſaying, that 
it appears to me that all the applications of this kind, even 
the mildeſt of them the red precipitate, are often very im- 
properly uſed, that they give unneceſſary pain, and really 
retard what they are uſed to expedite. 

Inflammatory hardneſs and tumor is not peculiar to the 
{ſcrotum upon its being wounded, it is common to all parts 
of ſimilar ſtructure, that is to the adipoſe and cellular mem- 
brane all over the body. 

When parts of ſuch ſtructure are irritated by a wound, 
they cannot reſiſt a ſudden influx, the conſequence of which 
for a time, muſt be obſtruction, tumor, and induration ; but 
one moment's reflection upon the natural ſtructure, and the 
ſtate of ſuch part before ſuch irritation was made, or ſuch 
wound inflicted, will prove that eaſe, relaxation, and gentle 
ſuppuration are the intentions proper to be purſued, which 
intention all thoſe medicines that either irritate, give pain, 
or deſtroy, muſt counteract. 

The breaſts of women, the axillæ of both ſexes, the parts 
furrounding the inteſtinum rectum, the cellular membrane 
in the perineum, under the ſkin of the penis, and i ſeveral 
other parts of the body are ſubject to this kind of alteration 
whenever they are wounded ; but the induration which ne- 
_ ceſfarily attends ſuch irritation, is very uulike to a glandular 
hardneſs, and requires very different treatment : in the lat- 

ter, 
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In about five or ſix weeks the ſcrotum 18 


n. reduced to * near its natural 
| ze, 


ter, a deftruBtion of parts is perhaps ſometimes * 
and eſcharotic applications therefore proper; but in inflam- 
mation and induration of the cellular membrane in conſe- 
quence of its being wounded, mere relaxation is all that is 
required, and whatever relaxes, gives eaſe, and appeaſes the 
inflammatory tenſion, which always attends theſe caſes, will 
moſt expeditiouſly and moſt certainly produce it. 

The moſt convincing proof of the truth of this doctrine 
may be drawn from that caſe, which of all thoſe that affect 
this kind of membrane, is generally the moſt troubleſome; 
I mean what are called fiſtulæ in perinæo. In theſe the in- 
duration and enlargement of the parts about is ſometimes ſo 
great as to alarm thoſe whoſee them but ſeldom ; hard callous 
excreſcences, deep and long ſinuſſes with ſmall orifices, con- 
ſtant pain and irritation from the lodgment of urine and mat- 
ter, a ſymptomatic fever of the hectical kind, and a difficulty 
either of retaining the urine in the bladder or of diſcharging 
it from it, make a part of the moſt frequent characteriſtics 
of this kind of diſeaſe, And yet even theſe caſes, terrible 
as the appearances are, do frequently admit of rehef and 
ſemetimes of cure without any deſtruction of parts, or the 
uſe of one eſcharotic application. Let there be a free inci- 
ſion made through all the hard and hollow parts, to allow 
room for a plentiful diſcharge, and for the application of 
ſoft digeſtive medicines ; let the whole be kept covered 
with a warm relaxing pultice, no irritating or cauſtic dref- 
ſings applied, no matter confined by cramming in a quan- 
tity of lint, nor any internal remedies exhibited, which un- 
der the name of deobſtruents, increaſe the velocity of the 
circulation, and waſte the patient's ſtrength by purging, 
ſweating, &c. and let the urethra be gradually enlarged by 
a bougie, and all theſe diſagreeable appearances will often 
vaniſh ; the hardneſſes will gradually ſubſide as the ſuppu-- 
ration increaſes, a kindly incarnation will ſpring from the 
divided parts, and the cicatrix will be ſmall, foft and move- 

able; 
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ſize, and when the wound 1s quite healed, 
the ſcar is-a ſimple line, which is a thing 

of 


able, very unlike to that which is always the conſequence 
of even the moſt ſucceſsful uſe of eſcharotic applications. 

This is a matter of much greater importance in practice 
than it is generally ſuppoſed to be; the iymptomatic fevers 
which are either produced or maintained by injudicious and 
painful dreſſings, are more numerous than they are thought 
to be; not to mention the loſs of time which they muſt al- 
ways occaſion, and the deformities which now and then 
enſue from them. | 

The ſurgery of many of our forefathers was coarſe and 
rough, and ſome of the practitioners affected a brutal kind 
of ruſticity ; the old maxim, * dolor medicina doloris,” 
was ſo generally received and practiſed, that the ſurgeon 
paid too little regard to the acute ſenſation of his patient, 
and the common people thought they were neglected if they 
were not tortured. Lord Bacon's moſt excellent advice, 
i inveniendum quid natura ferat aut faciat, was but half 
remembred ; they tried very ſufficiently what nature would 
bear, but very ſeldom waited to ſee what the could do: un- 
der a miſtaken notion of going to the bottom of wounds, 
abſceſſes, &c. they ſtuffed and crammed them full of lint, 
which lint was generally imbued with medicines of the ir- 
ritating or eſcharotic kind, with intention to promote di- 
geſtion and diſſolve hardneſs. 

That this is no exaggeration may be learnt from their 
own accounts; for tho* ſome few ventured t9 diſregard au- 
thority, to lay aſide a number of uſeleſs, or painful appli- 
cations, and to aim at curing, by ſhorter and eafier methods, 
yet the general practice was what I have jult ſaid, and is {till 
ſo with not a few, 

All dreflings are in fact foreign bodies, and when they 
are either injudiciouily crammed into parts of quick ſenſa- 
tion, or are in their nature painful and 1rritating, are fo- 
reign bodies with the addition of another miſchieyous qua- 

-. _ 
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of more conſequence to the patient's eafe 
than perhaps may at firſt be imagined. 
5 -F This 


lity : where deſtruction of parts is the proper intention, 
the ſooner it is executed the better, and the neceſſary pain 
muſt be complied with ; but in the application of dreffings 
to the inſide of abſceſſes, to hollows made by the removal 
of diſeaſed parts, to large ſores attended with hardneſs and 
inflammation of the common membrane, indeed in all caſes 
where ſuppuration is neceſſary, they cannot be too light, 
ſoft, and eaſy, all that we have to do being not to obſtruct 
nature in the execution of an office which ſhe 1s generally 
fully equal to, and in which we can lend her very little real 
aſſiſtance beyond that of removing impediments out of her 

way. 
In ſhort they ſhould both in the matter of which they are 
compoſed, and in their manner of being applied, be made 
to coincide with the proper curative intention; where de- 
ſtruction of parts is intended they ſhould be ſuch as will exe- , 
cute that purpoſe ſooneſt, and with the leaſt poſſible fatigue 
to the patient ; but where eaſe, a free circulation, and a fu- 
ture ſuppuration are neceſſary, they ſhould be ſoft, lenient, 
and relaxing, and applied in ſuch manner as to be no bur- 
den, nor reſiſt thoſe efforts which nature always makes to- 
wards reſtoring dilated parts to their natural ſtate and ſize ; 
ſuch are neceſſary and right, and conducive to a cure ; but all 
thoſe which irritate or give pain unneceſſarily, thoſe which 
make a painful diſtention and hinder the operations of nature, 
either in the act of ſuppuration, or in the reſtoration of diſtend- 
ed parts to their natural capacities, are abſurd and wrong, 
tho? rendered venerable by the ſanction of all antiquity. 

In the particular caſe of a divided tunica vaginalis, that 
degree of thickneſs and hardneſs which it ſometimes acquires 
by long diſtention, is urged as a reaſon for the neceſſity of 
cauſtic dreſſings; to which I cannot agree, having often 
experienced the contrary. That membrane, like all others 
of the exangous kind, is difficult and flow of digeſtion, eſ- 
pecially if altered by diſeaſe ; but that it will in time become 

* lloughy, 
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This is all which is neceſſary when the 
ſacculus containing the water is tolerably 
thin ; but if by long diſtention it is become 
thick and hard, it cannot contract itſelf 
upon the diſcharge of its contents, and 
being difficult of digeſtion makes a trou- 
bleſome part of the lips of the ſore: in this 
caſe, the beſt way is to remove a ſmall part 
of it on each fide of the inciſion, at the 
time of the firſt diviſion, which the looſe 
texture of the dartos renders very caſily 
practicable. 

A knife will execute this with the moſt 
expedition and eaſe; the method propoſed by 
Mr. Douglaſs of doing it at ſeveral times 
with the probe ſciſſars, is tedious and pain- 
ful, nor is the removal of an oval piece of 
the ſcrotum, as adviſed by that gentleman, 
at all neceſlary ; on the contrary, the more 
looſe that part of the ſcrotum is which 
covers the teſticle when deprived of its 
vaginal coat, and the more it is capable of 
corrugation, the better for the patient on 
many accounts. 

There is one more circumſtance relative 
to this operation, which ſeems to me to be 


Eo of 


ſloughy, ſuppurate, digeſt and produce a kindly incarnation 
dy the mere uſe of ſimple eaſy applications, and without that 
of any eſcharotic, (not even the red precipitite) I have 
often and often experienced. 
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of conſequence enough not to be omitted, 
Which is, that when the quantity of water 
1s large, and the tunic and ſcrotum much 
upon the ſtretch, it is better to diſcharge 
the fluid by puncture, and not perform the 
operation for a radical cure till a freſh ac- 
cumulation has again moderately diſtended 
It. 

The inflammation neceſſarily conſequent 
upon the diviſion of theſe parts, ſeizing 
them juſt after they have been ſo much on 
the ſtretch, and ſo ſuddenly let looſe, may 
be, and I think I might ſay that I have 
ſeen it, prove productive of worſe ſymp- 
toms, and a higher degree of inflammation 
than occurs when the ſame parts are divided 
in a leſs diſtended ſtate. 

With theſe cautions, and under theſe 
reſtrictions, I never ſaw this method of 
cure prove hazardous or end fatally but 
twice in my life; but I muſt again repeat, 
that the choice of an improper ſubject, or 
a negle& of the proper cautions, will ren- 
der both this and the uſe of the cauſtic 
always troubleſome, and frequently dan- 


gerous. 
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The HAMATOCELE 


S a tumor of the ſcrotum, or of the 
ſpermatic proceſs proceeding from, or 
cauſed by extravaſated blood, and tho 
ſpoken of by the generality of writers as one | 
ſimple diſeaſe, is liable to ſuch variety both Y 
of nature and of ſituation, as really to re- 
quire to be divided into two or three; one 
of which is original, or may happen with- 
out the intervention of any force ab extra, 
the others are generally the conſequence of 
a chirurgic operation. 
This diſtinction between the different 
kinds of hæmatocele, appears to me to be 
abſolutely neceſſary to be made by whoever 
would rightly underſtand the true nature 
of them; for from the caſes of this diſeaſe 
which have come within my own obſerva- 
tion, I am inclined to think that the gene- 
ral conception of it is ſomewhat erroneous, 
the prognoſtic ill- founded and haſty, and 
relief often attainable by much eaſier means 
than thoſe which are molt frequently pro- | 


Me" 
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If I conceive rightly of this matter the 
diſeaſe properly called hæmatocele is of 
three kinds, two of which have their ſeat 
in the tunica vaginalis, and the third in the 
tunica communis of the ſpermatic veſſels. 

It ſometimes happens in tapping a hy- 
drocele of the tunica vaginalis, that a quan- 
tity of clear limpid water is diſcharged, and 
the ſcrotum thereby perfectly emptied, but 
in the ſpace of a few hours it ſeems to be 
filling again, and in a day or two is as large 


and as full as before the puncture Was 


made. 

Upon making a ſecond perforation, the 
diſcharge initead of water is either mere 
blood, or a fluid very deeply tinged with 
blood, This is one kind of hamatocele. 

In paſting the lancet in order to let out 
the water from a hydrocele of the vaginal 
coat, a veſſel is ſometimes wounded, which 
is of ſuch ſize as to tinge the fluid pretty 
deeply during the time of its running out; 
the orifice becoming cloſe when the water 
is drawn off and a plaſter applied, the blood 
ceaſes to be diſcharged thereat, but inſinu- 
ates itſelf partly into the cavity of the tu- 
nica vaginalis, and partly into the cells of 
the dartos, making in a few hours time a 
tumor 


— 
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tumor nearly equal i in ſize to the hy- 
drocele. 

This is another kind of hæmatocele, or 
at leaſt produced in a different manner 
from the former, tho' both of them be- 
long principally to the tunica vaginalis, 
and have no relation to, or connexion with 
the ſpermatic veſſels. 

The third conſiſts in a rupture of a 
branch of the ſpermatic vein, by means of 
which the cellular membrane inveſting 
thoſe veſſels becomes more or leſs diſtended, 
according to the quantity of blood which 
is extravaſated, and makes a tumor to the 
touch not much unlike to an omental 
hernia. 

Theſe three make all the ſpecies of this 
diſeaſe which I have ever ſeen, and theſe 
I have ſeen ſo very diſtinctly as not to have 
the leaſt doubt about the exiſtence of them 
all, and of their difference from each 
other. 

The laſt of them, viz. that in which the 
effuſion is made in the cells of the tunica 
communis, being moſt commonly produced 
by ſome great or ſudden effort, or exertion 
of force, is generally ſubmitted to by the 
patient as an accident, and let what will be 
the conſequence, it is looked upon as inevi- 

| I 4 table ; 
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table; but the two former making their 


appearance immediately after the operation 
of perforating the ſcrotum, are by moſt 
people thought to be the effect of miſchief 
done by the improper performance of that 
operation, 

This is, no pleaſant reflection for the 
operator, and the ſtrange ſentence paſſed 
on this kind of diſeaſe. by t the few writers 
who have ſpoken of it, viz. that it is always 
owing to a breach in one of the ſpermatic 


_ veſſels, and can be reſtrained by caſtration 
only, will not at all leſſen his uneaſineſs. 


Whoever will reflect on the original for- 
mation and production of the tunica vagi- 
nalis, the manner in which the teſticle gets 
into it, their connexion with each other, 
and the diſpoſition of the ſpermatic veſſels 
in the tunica communis, may ſee that it is 
abſolutely impoſſible for any effuſion to be 
made from the ſpermatic artery or vein, 
into the cavity of the vaginal coat. The 
ſpermatic veſſels, while within the abdo- 
men, lye behind the peritoneum, and when 
they quit that cavity, and have paſſed thro 
the opening in the oblique muſcle, are en- 
veloped in that cellular ſubſtance called the 


unica communis, but have no commu- 


nication 
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nication, with the cavity of the vaginal 
tunic. 

The ſpermatics may undoubtedly, like 
any other veſſel, burſt or be wounded, but 
in the farmer caſe the effuſion will be made 
into the cells of the inveſting membrane; 
and with regard to the latter, an inſtrument 


piercing the ſcrotum diftended in ſuch man- 


ner as to authoriſe perforation, can never 
come near to, much leſs wound any branch 
of them: in this operation no veſſel can be 
wounded but what belongs to the ſcrotum, 
dartos, or tunica vaginalis, no other being 
within the reach of the inſtrument. 

The tunica vaginalis, in a natural and 
healthy ftate, is a membrane which tho' 


firm is of no great thickneſs, it is of a white 


or rather of a reddiſh white colour, and its 


veſſels are no more apparent to the eye 


than thoſe of the tunica albuginea; but 


when it has been long or much diſtended, 


it becomes thick and tough, and the 


veſſels, eſpecially on its inner ſurface, are 


ſo large as to be very viſible and moſt fre- 
quently varicous; if one of theſe lies in the 


way of the lancet, it is ſometimes wounded 
by it, in which caſe the firſt part of the ſe- 


rum which is diſcharged is pretty deeply 
tinged with blood, but that generally ſoon 
: coats 


14 
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ceaſes, and nothing more is ſeen or heard 
of it ; but it alſo ſometimes happens, either 
from the toughneſs of the tunic, or from 
the varicous ſtate of the veſſel, that the 
wound made in it does not immediately 
unite, but diſcharges blood into the cavity 
of the ſaid tunic, and thereby renders a 
new operation neceſſary. 

This, as I have obſerved before, is one 
ſpecies of hæmatocele, and is plainly pro- 
duced by the diviſion of a blood- veſſel in 
the vaginal coat. 

As the quantity of water in a Na 
increaſes, the membrane which compoſes 
the vaginal tunic thickens, and becomes 
hard and tough, but the blood veſſels, ef- 
pecially of its inner ſurface, are generally 
in proportion enlarged, and rendered leſs 
capable of reſiſtance. | 

Upon the ſudden drawing off the water 
from the over-ſtretched bag, and thereby | 
removing all the counter-prefſure which it 
made againſt the ſides of the dilated veſſels, 
fome of them burſt and ſhed their con- 
tents; if the quantity thus ſhed is ſmall, it 
is ſoon abſorbed again, and creating no 
trouble is not known; but if it is conſide- 

4, rable, 
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rable, it produces a new tumor by again 
diſtending the cavity of the vaginal coat *. 

This is the ſecond ſpecies of hæmatocele, 

which like the firſt belongs to the vaginal 
tunic only, and has no concern whatever 
with the ſpermatic veſſels. In both of 
them the cavity which had been filled with 
water becomes in a very little time diſtended 
with blood, and muſt in both, if not ab- 
ſorbed or diſſipated, be diſcharged by open- 
ing the containing bag, but in neither of 
theſe can caſtration be ever neceſſary; the 
mere diviſion of the ſacculus, and the ap- 
plication of dry lint to its inſide, will in ge- 
neral if not always reſtrain this kind of 
hæmorrhage, and anſwer every purpoſe for 
which ſo ſevere as well as unneceſſary a re- 
medy has been preſcribed 8. 


In 


f From this cauſe it happens very often that the laſt run- 
ning (if I may ſo ſay) of the water from a hydrocele when 
let out by punRure is bloody, all the firſt part having been 
perfectly clear; and a bloody diſcharge may almoſt always 
be produced upon the ſame occaſion by preſſing and hand- 
ling the ſcrotum while the bag is emptying itſelf. 

They who would ſee a very ingenious account of this kind 
of hæmatocele, and a very probable application of the ſame 
principle to explain ſome other appearances in diſeaſes, may 
find it in the Edinburgh Eſſays, from Profeſſor Monro the. 
father. 

It may indeed happen that the blood &f the patient may 
be in ſuch a ſtate as to be incapable of coagulation; in which 
caſe the hzmorrhage will continue from the infide of the hae 
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In the third ſpecies of this complaint the 
ſpermatic veſſels are primarily and princi- 


pally concerned ; in this the hazard is ſome- 


times conſiderable, and caſtration often the 
unicum remedium. It conſiſts of a rup- 
ture or breach of a branch of the ſpermatic 
vein, in conſequence of which, the tunica 
communis of the proceſs, or the common 
cellular membrane which ſurrounds and 

connects 


tho?” it is laid open, and from all the divided parts: this is 
a circumſtance which, tho? very hazardous, can neither be 
forefeen nor prevented, nor do I know in this ſtate of the 
Juices what benefit can ariſe frem caſtration, as the diſ- 
charge of blood will certainly be continued from all parts 
of the incifion neceſſary for ſuch operation, upon the ſame 
principle and for the fame reaſon that it could not be re- 
ſtrained from the inſide of the ſac. 

Such an indiſpoſition of blood is often in chachectic ha- 
bits the cauſe of hæmorrhage long aſter amputation ; ſome- 
times from the large veſſels which had been tied at the time 
of the operation, ſometimes from all the ſmall ones on the 
ſurface of the ſtump : if this want of an agglutinating qua- 
lity in the juices is either not corrected, or is incapable 
of corrrection, it generally goes hard with the patient, let 
the operation be what or where it may; for it is not merely 
the ſuppreſſion of the hæmorrhage that is required, the ſame 
ill quality of the blood will prevent ſuppuration, produce 
bloody ſanious gleeting, gangrene, and mortification. This 
1s an evil of which every practitioner muſt have met with 
many inſtances, and therefore it is almoſt unneceſſary to 
mention any particular ones ; but as the common method 


of letting the water out from an hydrocele by puncture may 
poſſibly be thought not to be among thoſe which ſuch ſtate 


Jof blood is likely to affect, I have in the 16th and 1h 


caſes related — of its being ſo. 
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connects the veſſels, becomes loaded with 
extravaſated blood. | 

External violence will tear or wound 
thoſe parts as well as all others when ap- 
plied to them, and a wound inflicted here 
will cauſe the ſame extravaſation as in any 
other vaſcular part; that which I mean to 
ſpeak of in this place is not the effect of 
external force, but produced by ſudden or 
great effort in pulling or lifting heavy 
weights, or by otherwiſe ſtraining thoſe 
muſcles, by whoſe action the contents of 
the abdomen are compreſſed. 

This may happen to a man whoſe blood 
and juices are in the moſt healthy ſtate; 
it has nothing to do with the cavity of 
the tunica vaginalis, but is a breach of one 
of the ſpermatic veſſels, and may really re- 
quire caſtration as a remedy. 

The caſes of this kind which have come 
within my knowledge, have by the patients 
been miſtaken for ruptures; to which the 
ſudden appearance of the diſeaſe, its gene- 
ral manner of production, its look and its 
feel, do not a little contribute, and may 
impoſe even on better judges. 

The appearance which this accident 
makes, and the manner in which thoſe 
| which I have met with have been treatedy, | 
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may be ſeen in the 18th, 19th and 2oth 
caſes; thoſe which immediately precede 
being relative to the hzmatocele of the tu- 
tunica vaginalis and membranes of the 
{crotum. 


CASE XII. 


A Healthy man about zo years old called 
upon me and deſired me to let out the 
water from an hydrocele, which operation 
he ſaid had been performed upon him 
twice a year for ſome time paſt, by the late 
Mr. Bell, in Red-lyon Square, and deſired 
alſo that it might be done with a lancet. 

I made a puncture and let out near a 
pint of fluid, the firſt part of which was 
deeply tinged with blood, but ſoon became 
clear, and when I put on his plaſter it did 
not bleed a drop. 

The next morning he came to me again, 
told me had bled a good deal in the night, 
and ſhowed me his linen, which was much 
ſtained with it; but as there was no diſ- 
charge at that time, I only renewed his 
plaſter, put on a bag-truſs, and adviſed 
him to keep quiet at home, 

As he remained free from hæmorrhage 


for ſome hours, he neglected my laſt cau- 
tion, 
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tion, and walked about a good deal, and 
the next morning ſent for me to look at his 
ſcrotum, which was very large and full, 
but without any appearance of ſugillation. 

I made no doubt from all the circum- 
ſtances: that the tumor was formed by 
blood, told him my opinion, and adviſed 
him if it did not diflipate by proper at- 
tempts, to have the vaginal coat laid open 
and thereby obtain a perfect cure. 

Some time was ſpent in endeavouring its 
diſcuſſion, during which it became rather 
bigger and every now and then bled pretty 
freely from the puncture, which became 
ſpongy and would not heal. 

At laſt finding our attempts ineffectual, 
he ſubmitted to my propoſition of having 
it laid open; a large quantity of blood was 
diſcharged, ſome in a ſtate of fluidity, but, 
principally grumous. I made the inciſion 
no larger than juſt to give room to apply 
ſome fine lint to the inſide of the ſacculus, 
no hemorrhage followed, nor any other 
ſymptom or trouble than uſually attends 
this operation, and in about ſix or ſeven 
weeks he was well. 
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CASE XIII. 


AN elderly man who had oftet had a 
Brend tapped at the hoſpital, came 
one day as uſual ; I pierced it with a lan- 
cet and let out the water, but was near 
half an hour before I could ſuppreſs a an he- 
morrhage from the orifice. 
The next day he came again, and com- 
plained to one of my dreſſers that he had 


bled more or leſs ever fince ; he was again 


dreſſed and adviſed to go to bed and keep 
quiet. 

The third day when I was again at the 
hoſpital, he came and ſhewed me his ſcro- 
tum, which was as full as before he had 
been tapped, the puncture was not healed, 
and upon preflure ſome blood ſtill diſ- 
charged from it; he faid he could not af- 
ford to reſt from his daily labour, and as 
my week was expired Mr. Crane took him 
into the houſe under his care. 

Finding the bloody diſcharge till con- 
tinue, notwithſtanding he kept his bed, 
Mr. Crane made a pretty free inciſion into 
the tumor, turned out a good deal of co- 


agulated blood with his finger, and then 


filled the cavity with dry lint : from this 
1 time 
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time he had no farther hæmorrhage, and 
the man did very well. 


In theſe two caſes the diviſion of a blood- 
veſſel at the time of the puncture was 
pretty certain from the immediate hæmor- 
rhage. Had the wounded veſſels belonged 
to the ſcrotum, there would have been no 
lodgment of blood in the vaginal tunic, 
tho' poſſibly there might in the cells of the 
dartos; and from all the attending cir- 
cumſtances, I make no doubt but the ex- 
travaſation came from ſome of the veſſels 
of the tunica vaginalis itſelf : however, be 
that as it may, no application was made 
in either caſe to the ſpermatics, and the 
hemorrhage was ſuppreſſed in both by the 
application of dry lint merely. 


C A8 E . 


Gentleman who uſed to come out of 
Kent every ſix or ſeven months to 
have a large hydrocele tapped, came to me 
in great alarm. 
Having often had the water drawn off 
by puncture in London without any incon- 
venience, he determined to let the apo- 
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thecary of the village where he lived do it 


for him ; the operation was performed in 
the uſual manner, the uſual quantity of 
water diſcharged, { the bag perfectly 


* — 


The next morning. e bis great aſtoniſh- 
ment he found his ſerotum near as large as 
before the puncture, he ſent for the apo- 
thecary who made it, and who being as 
much ſurpriſed as himſelf, adviſed him to 


get into a poſt- chaiſe immediately and come 


to London. 


Upon hearing his account, and upon ſee- 
ing and feeling the tumor, I made no ſeru- 
ple to tell him that it was blood, and that 
if it did not diſſipate by reſt and proper ap- 
plications, it muſt be let out; that a ſim- 
ple puncture would in all probability be 
only a temporary relief, but that if it 
ſhould become neceſſary, an inciſion would 
procute him a perfect cure. 

All applications proved fruitleſs, the tu- 
mor rather increaſed than leſſened, and as 
his habit and health were extremely good, 


and his age not an advanced one, he deter- 
mined to ſubmit to the operation, provided 


J would firſt let him ſee by a puncture, that 


the tumor contained what I ſuſpected. 


1 I 
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I paſſed a lancet into the lower part, and 
gave diſcharge to a clear florid blood, and 
while that was running out, by means of a 
probe-pointed knife, Linlarged the inciſion 
ſufficiently to admit of the ſacculus being 
lightly filled with lint. 
For a day or two the ſymptoms were un- 
toward, and the diſcharge large and blogdy, 
but by proper care, and the help of the 
bark and elixir vitrioli the bleeding ceaſed, 
and every thing did well. 


CASE XV. 
1 Luſty healthy man about 40, who had 


the care of a manufacturer's ware- 
houſe in my neighbourhood, conſulted me 
on a large hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis : 
the parts were ſo much upon the ſtretch, 
that I adviſed him to have the water let 
out immediately ; he conſented, and I drew 
off by means of a trochar, above 20 ounces, 
perfectly clear and limpid. 
As he had carried his burden a great 
while and had never been tapped before, 
he was much ſurpriſed at the immediate 


relief, and contrary to my advice went to 


work directly. 


K 2 The . 
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The next morning he came to me again 
under the utmoſt concern, his ſcrotum be- 
ing near half as big as before the puncture 
was made. I was clear from the appear- 
ance, and from all the circumſtances that 
it was blood, and very apprehenſive that 
it would require laying open; an operation 
which his conſtitution and manner of living 
would have rendered hazardous. 

I ordered him home to bed immediately, 
took ſome blood from his arm, and directed 
a cooling purge for the next morning ; the 
ſcrotum was wrapped in a cloth folded 
ſeven or eight times, and wetted in a ſolu- 
tion of ſal. ammon. crud. in vinegar, which 
he had orders to renew as often as 1t be- 
came dry. On the third day I bled him 
again, and ordered him another purge for 
the fourth day; the ſame application was 
continued to the ſcrotum. 

Finding the tumor by theſe means quite 
at a ſtand, and imagining that if by mend- 
ing his blood any farther effuſion could be 
prevented, what was already in the bag 
might poſſibly be abſorbed or diflipated, I 
adviſed him to take a dram of the corte: 
every ſix hours, which he did for as many 
days, during which time the tumor viſibly 

| leſſened: 
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lefſened : this encouraged us to go on in the 
ſame manner both with regard to externals 
and internals, and by theſe means and the 
moſt perfect reſt, he got well for that time, 
that is, all the tumor which I make not the 
leaſt doubt from ſimilar caſes was cauſed 
by blood, diſſipated, and ſeveral months 
after the bag began to fill again with water. 
I adviſed him to have it let out before it 
came to near the ſize it had been when firſt 
I aw it ; he did fo, and had no more trou- 
ble with it than people uſually have from 
the ſimple puncture, when the contents 
are merely water. 


In the 14th caſe there was no reaſon to 
ſuppoſe any veſſel wounded by the lancet, 
as there was no blood diſcharged, nor was 
the water at all tinged ; that which filled 
the tunica vaginalis was certainly ſhed from 
the veſſels on the inſide of that ſacculus, 
upon removing the preſſure of the water: 
the means uſed for a cure confirms this 
opinion, for the only application which 
was made was made to that tunic, agd as 
the ſpermatic veſſels could not be ſuppoſed 
to be concerned in the production of the 
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diſeaſe, no notice was taken of them in 
the cure. 

The 15th caſe was I dare ſay the ſame 
in nature, but luckily gave way to ſuch 
means as were uſed for its diſſipation; had 
it not done ſo, it muſt have heen treated in 
the ſame manner as the former, tho' the 
circumſtances of the patient's habit were 
by no means favourable for ſuch an ope- 
ration. 


CASE XVI. 


A Man about 47 years old, of a fallow 
'* complexion, and ſubject to cholicky 
complaints, had the water drawn off from 
a hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis, by 
means of a ſmall trochar ; the quantity 
was near a wine pint, and the ſcrotum was 
perfectly empticd, 

The next morning it appeared to contain 
a fluid, though in no great quantity ; he 
ſhowed it to his ſurgeon, who imagined it 
might be water, and adviſed him to take a 
briſk @urge and put on a bag-truſs : in 
three days it was ſo manifeſtly increaſed as 
to make the patient very uneaſy, and de- 
ſirous of farther advice. 


On 
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On the 6th day from the puncture I ſaw 
him, and found the ſcrotum ſo inlarged 
that I ſhould ſuppoſe the tunica vaginalis 
to contain ſix or ſeven ounces; it was 
plainly a fluid which diſtended it, but did 
not appear to me to be water; I ſuſpected 
it to be blood, and adviſed a diſcutient ap- 
plication, and the free uſe of the bark ; but 
theſe not agreeing with the humor either of 
patient or ſurgeon, he did neither, but 
took three or four briſk water purges, and 
uſed a warm fomentation. At the end of 
a month I was defired to ſee him again, 
when I found the tumor much larger, and 
his ſtrength not a little impaired by his 
purging. The ſcrotum was now fo much 
on the ſtretch as to be painful, and was ſo 
great hindrance to him in his buſineſs, as 
to determine him to have it let out again. 

I told him that it was now of ſuch fize, 
and contained ſo much, that I did | verily be- 
lieve he would get rid of it by no other 
means; but at the fame time adviſed him 
to be prepared for the neceſſity of laying it 
open, in caſe the contents ſhould be btood, 
and the hemorrhage continue after the bag 
had been emptied. 
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The opening was made by a lancet, with 
a view to the operation if it ſhould be found 
neceſſary, the diſcharge was clear fluid 
blood, but our patient would not ſuffer 
any thing more to be done than merely 
drawing it off: he was dreſſed with a 
pledget and plaſter, and tied on his truſs 
again with a ſmall bag. 

He bled all that night and part of the 
next day, and when I ſaw him again could 
not have loſt leſs than a pint. 

I was thoroughly apprehenſive what 
might be the conſequence of an operation 
in ſuch a habit, but ſtill it ſeemed to me 
the unicum remedium, for medicine he 
would take none. 

The bleeding continued another day, 
and then he ſubmitted to have it laid 
open. 

The diviſion diſcovered no one bleeding 
veſſel, nor did I imagine it would, being 
myſelf thoroughly ſatisfied that it came 
from the internal ſurface of the vaginal 
coat; he was dreſſed with dry lint, and put 
to bed with an opiate. 

All that day and the ſucceeding night a 
bloody diſcharge came in large quantities 


through the dreflings, the lint adhered 


firmly 
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firmly to the edges, the lips of the wound 
had no tumor, nor figns of inflammation, 
but were ſoft and flabby; I told him my 
opinion and preſſed his taking the bark, or 
having more advice ; he would do neither, 
and only repeated ' his opiate, which by 
ſweating him profuſely did him rather harm 
than good. 

On the third day from the operation, 
the bloody diſcharge ſtill continuing in 
great quantity, his pulſe failing a little, and 
being now fick and faint, he began to be 
alarmed, and ſuffered me to direct for him 
what I thought proper. 

I ordered him a draught with a dram of 
the cortex, halt a dram of confect. cardiaca, 
and three or four drops of tinct. thebaic. 
every four hours. 

Not to make the account tedious by a 
minute relation of little circumſtances, I 
ſhall only add, that he perſiſted in this 
courſe near four days before the bleeding 
intirely ceaſed, and then the lips of the 
incition firſt inflamed and afterwards ſup- 
purated, and by continuing the ſame me- 
thod, he (not without much difficulty) got 
well. 


CASE 
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CASE XVI. 


A Man about 30 years old, of a pale 

complexion, but according to his own 
account in good health, had a hydrocele 
of the tunica vaginalis. 

It was not remarkably large in diameter, 
but was much longer from above down- 
ward than any which I had ever ſeen ; it 
had never been emptied, and the ſcrotum 
was remarkably tenſe and ſtretched. 

It was extreamly troubleſome to him in 
his buſineſs, which was that of a taylor, 
and he was deſirous of getting a perfect 
cure; to which I muſt own I then ſaw no 
reaſonable objection. As he had lived in 
his uſual manner without any regard to the 
operation, I deferred it for a few days, 
and in the mean time took away ſome blood 
from him, and gave him a cooling purge or 
two. 

In the operation the vaginal coat ap- 
peared to be prodigiouſly ſtretched, its in- 
fide very ruddy, and the whole of it much 
thickened, for which reaſon I removed a 
ſmall portion of its fides. 

- Imme- 
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Immediately after the operation he took 
a grain of extract thebaic, and had orders 
to repeat it at the diſtance of fix or eight 
hours if his pain was great, or he got no 
reſt ; this proved unneceſſary, for he felt 
little pain after he got to bed, and ſlept for 
two hours or more. 

The next morning he was very well, no 
heat, nor even that degree of febrile acce- 
leration of pulſe which might be expected 
and which generally attends on this inci- 
ſion, and he paſſed the whole day as well, 
but early on the third morning I had no- 
tice ſent me that he bled. 

When came to him I found that a con- 
ſiderable quantity of bloody fluid had 
ouſed through the dreſſings into the bed, 
but ſeemed now ſtopt ; and as the removal 
of the lint from membranous parts ſo re- 
cently divided, 1s in general very painful, 
I did not then meddle with it, but ordered 
the nurſe to keep a conſtant gentle preſſure 
on the part with her hand, and to let me 
know if it bled any more. The man was 
rather low than otherwiſe, tho' his pulſe 
was now quicker than it had been, and he 
complained of an anxiety and languor, 
that made him very uneaſy. 


'T 
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I ordered him two ounces of the mixture 
of the ſal. abſynth. cum ſucc. limon. every 
.fix hours, with half a dram of the confect. 
cardiac. in it, and to drink ſome wine 
whey. 
In the afternoon I was again ſent for, 
the bleeding was returned, and dropt faſt 
through the bag-truſs; I immediately re- 
moved the dreſſings as gently as I could, 
and when I had made the part all clean, it 
appeared plainly that the hæmorrhage pro- 
ceeded from no one veſſel, but from all 
the divided parts, particularly the cellular 
membrane. | 
Some of the blood wa? caught in a ba- 
fon and ſet by till it was cold; it was of a 
dirty brown colour, andthough it thickened 
- ſomewhat, yet it would not coagulate. 
The ſcrotum inſtead of having that tumor 
and inflammatory hardneſs uſual upon ſuch 
operation, was quite flaccid and ſoft, he 
complained of no pain in the part, but of 
a dull diſagreeable kind of uneaſineſs, and 
weight of that ſide of his belly. 

The wound was dreſſed with a ſoft di- 
geſtive, to which a little hot ol. tereb. was 
added, and the pultice was made of one 


half of 'the cataplaſma e cymino, and the 
other 


the HYDROCELE, Sc. 141 


other half ſtrong beer and oatmeal; a 
glyſter was given immediately in conſide- 
ration of his not having had a ſtool for 
two days paſt, and as ſoon as it came away, 
he was ordered to take a dram of the cor- 
tex, in a draught with ſome tinct. rad. ſer- 
pentar. and to repeat it every four hours. 

All the ſucceeding night the bloody 
gleeting continued, and the pain in his 
belly, but ſtill no heat, no acceleration of 
pulſe, nor any febrile ſymptom of any 
R 

The glyſter brought away ſo ſmall a 
quantity of hard fæces, that I thought it 
neceſſary the next morning to repeat it, on 
account of the increaſing uneaſineſs on the 
fide of his belly, and the general fulneſs 
and tightneſs of all the parts below the 
navel. 

On the fifth day he was much in the 
the ſame ſtate with regard to the parts, no 
inflammation, no tenſion, but a general 
flabbineſs, and the diſcharge large and 
bloody ; his belly rather tighter and fuller, 
a cold moiſt ſkin, a quick ſmall pulſe, a 
general anxiety and reſtleſſneſs, and a very 


_ ſmall ſtool from his laſt glyſter. 


4 Con- 


1 
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Conſidering the tightneſs of his belly, and 
the ſmall diſcharge which he had per anum, 
it appeared to me that whatever elſe might 
be neceſſary afterwards, a {tool or two were 
abſolutely ſo now, and therefore ordered 
a proper doſe of the extract cathart. to be 
taken in ſome pepper-mint water, by means 
of which he had two large fetid ſtools, 
which leſſened the tightneſs of the abdo- 
men and gave him ſome general relief ; 
but all the appearances upon the part re- 
<mained the ſame, and the — of 
bloody gleet as large as ever. 

His bark draughts were now made 
warmer by the addition of ſome confect. 
cardiac. and ſpir. volat. aromat. which he 
took every three hours, but notwithſtand- 
ing this, on the evening of the ſixth day 
that part of the ſcrotum which covered 

the teſticle on the other ſide, became black 
and was plainly mortified, and the next 
day the inciſion put on the fame ap- 
pearance. | 

Fomentation, pultice, proper dreflings, 
&c. were uſed, but without any alteration 

13 for the better; on the eighth day his pulſe 
began to faulter, his face grew fluſhed, his 
mouth and fauces exceſſive dry, he com- 
_ - | | plained 
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plained of a' burning heat within him, 
while all the external parts were perfectly 
cold ; toward evening he rambled in his 
diſcourſe, had a frequent hiccough, and 


early on the ninth morning died. 


All the ſcrotum was black and truly in a 
ſtate of mortification, but neither of the 
teſticles at all altered ; all the tunica com- 
munis inveſting the ipermatic veſſels was 
diſcaſed, altered in colour, and excethively 
diſtended with air, as well as all the cellular 
membrane quite up to the kidney on the 
diſeaſed ſide; the inteſtines alſo were much 
inflated ; on the colon were three large 
ſphacelated ſpots, and ſeveral ſmall ones on 
the ilium. 


CAS E XVIII. 


Labouring man who had fallen down 
in the ſtreet with a load on his 
back was brought into St. Bartholomew's 
hoſpital, upon a ſuſpicion of a rupture, 
he having a large ſwelling in his groin and 
ſcrotum, conſequent immediately on his 


fall. 


The 
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The tumor ſeemed to occupy the whole 
ſpermatic proceſs, which was ſo enlarged 
by it, that its paſſage from the abdomen 
through the tendon could not be diſtinctly 
felt, but the teſticle below was very clear. 

The appearance of the tumor, the ſud- 
denneſs of its formation, the diſtin fitu- 
ation of the teſticle below, and the acci- 
dental circumſtance of the man's not hay- 
ing had a ſtool for three days before, in- 


clined Mr. Freke, whoſe patient he be- 


came, to treat it as a rupture of the in- 


teſtine, and after ſome few fruitleſs at- 
tempts toward a reduction, he determined 
upon the operation immediately. 

He divided the ſkin and membrana adi- 
poſa, down to what he ſaid was the hernial 
ſac; and when he had ſo done he had a 
mind to endeavour at the reduction of 
the inteſtine without opening the ſac. 

Mr. Freke was a man not eaſily diſſuaded 
from doing what he had a mind to do, and 
having got this experiment into his head, 
he was determined to make it now ; ac- 
cordingly with his probe- ſciſſars he divided 
the tendinous opening of the abdominal 


muſcle, and then again tried to return the 


piece 


* 8 * 
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piece of gut; all his trials proved ineffec- 
tual, and at laſt, though with much re- 
luctance, he was obliged to lay open the 
containing membrane. 

He had no ſooner done this, than a large 
quantity of blood partly grumous, partly 
fluid, burſt forth, and the whole tumor 
ſubſided, leaving the proceſs perfectly free, 
and a full proof that it did not contain any 
portion of inteſtine. 

The parts were waſhed clean, and ſearch 
made for the veſſel whence this blood iſ- 
ſued, but no breach could be found ; as 
there was no hemorrhage at that time 
nothing more was done, the man was 
dreſſed with dry lint and ſome powdered 
bole, and with common care got very well, 
without any further hæmorrhage or trouble. 


In this caſe ſome of the circumſtances 
rendered an inteftinal hernia ſuſpicious, and 
the want of ſtools might have paſſed for a 
kind of confirmation ; but tho' this is one 
{ſymptom of the ſtrangulation of a portion 
of gut, yet it is by no means an infallible 
one, a want of diſcharge by ſtool may hap- 
pen from other cauſes, even in a perſon 
having a rupture, but is no reaſon for the 

L operation 
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operation unleſs it is cauſed abſolutely by 
the rupture, and when that is the caſe, it 
is generally pointed out by ſome additional 


ſymptoms proceeding from ſuch retention, 


ſach as pain, hiccough, vomiting, fever, 
&c. A coſtive habit may attend a perſon 
who has an inteſtinal rupture, where the 
gut labours under no ſtricture and executes 
its office though in the ſcrotum, but ſuch 
perſon will never have the ſame ſymptoms 
as he who ſuffers a ſtrangulation of the in- 


teſtine by the tendinous opening of the 


abdominal muſcle. 

The patient in the preſent caſe had no 
ſymptoms which indicated a confinement 
of the gut, his not having had a ſtool was 
merely accidental, and he might undoubt- 
edly have been ſpared the worſt part of his 


operation, if Mr. Freke would have tried 


the effect of a glyſter or a purge. 


The whim of returning the gut in the 
caſe of a rupture without opening the fac, 
though it has the authority of a French 
writer or two, is too abſurd to require any 


thing to be ſaid about it. 


4. | CASE 
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CASE MT, 


| Young fellow ſtraining to get rid of a 

very hard ſtool, felt a ſudden pain in 
his left groin, and upon examination found 
a ſwelling extending from thence into the 
ſcrotum. | 

He took it for a rupture, and immedi- 
ately applied to an advertiſing operator, who 
after ſeveral unſucceſsful attempts to re- 
duce it, put him on a truſs, and told him 
it would ſhrink away 1n a little time. 

This truſs he wore for ſome days, when 
finding his pain and ſwelling both increaſe, 
he applied to a ſurgeon in his own neigh- 
bourhood, with whom I ſaw him. 

The ſwelling was large.and hed the feel 
of an omental rupture, the abdominal aper- 
ture ſeemed to be dilated by it, and the 
teſticle was tolerably diſtinct below ; his 
pain in an erect poſture was great, but in a 
ſupine one very little ; he had neither heat 
nor quickneſs of pulie, nor hiccough, nor 
vomiting, and had three ſtools on the day 
I faw him. 

As there was no reaſon for ſuſpecting a 
ſtricture on the inteſtinal canal, I advifed 

TY L 2 bleeding 
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bleeding- him freely, and to try whether 
keeping in bed, and applying a warm re- 
laxing pultice, would not take off a part of 
the ſymptoms, which I took to be in ſome 
meaſure produced by the injudicious wear- 
ing of his truſs. 

This method was tried for ſeveral days, 
but without any beneficial alteration ; on 
the contrary, the pain was greater, the 
ſwelling larger, and the fluctuation of the 
fluid more palpable. 

This fluid I thought might poſſibly be 
collected in the fac of an omental hernia, 
(a caſe which I had more than once ſeen) 
increaſed by the preſſure of the truſs above, 
and as there was plainly enough in quan- 
tity to render a puncture perfectly ſafe, we 
made one with a lancet, and let out ſome 
ounces of clear blood. 

When the ſwelling was thereby a good 
deal leſſened, we felt for the ſpermatic 
veſſels, but could feel them very indiſ- 
tinctly, the proceſs ſtill ſeemed much en- 
larged and loaded. 

Next day we found the man perfectly 
well in health, but the ſcrotum ſwelled, 
and very black as if it had been much 
bruiſed, and he had alſo bled a conſiderable 
quantity 


== 
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quantity from the orifice, which was not 
at all united, and upon the leaſt preſſure 
made above, the bleeding increaſed. 

Neither of us were at all ſatisfied about 
the true nature of the cafe, but both clear 
that if the hemorrhage continued, the part 
muſt be laid open to reſtrain it. 

For three or four days it continued, and 
at laſt was ſo conſiderable as to determine 
us to the operation immediately. 

A probe-pointed knife was introduced 
into the orifice which had been made by 
the lancet, and a pretty free inciſion made 
therewith ; but no facculus or particular 
cavity diſcovered, nothing at all like a her- 
nial ſac or a tunica vaginalis teſtis : upon 
waſhing it clean and examining it ſtill more 
carefully, we were perfectly ſatisfied that it 
was only the tunica communis of the ſper- 
matic veſſels, and that the blood muſt pro- 
ceed from ſome of the latter. 

The hæmorrhage ſtill continued, and 
plainly from a part which was higher than 
our inciſion; we divided the ſkin up to the 
groin, and found that all the cellular mem- 
brane of the proceſs was loaded with extra- 
valated blood ; that the flux came from a 
part of it which was now in view, and 
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which all impediments being removed by 
our incifion was fo plentiful as to leave lit- 
tle hopes of ſtopping it without caſtration. 
However we drefled it up with lint, 
preſſed out from a ſtyptic, and intended to 
have left it till the next day, but were ſoon 
ſent for, as tlie bleeding became more pro- 
fuſe, and the patient had ſwooned thro' 
. faintneſs. 
Caſtration was now the unicum reme- 
dium, it was performed immediately, the 
bleeding thereby ſtopt, and the man did 
very well: the teſticle with its tunica vagi- 
nalis were perfect and unhurt. 


CAS E XX. 


A Middle aged man came to St. Bartho- 

lomew's Hoſpital and deſired me to 
look at a conſiderable ſwelling in the groin 
and upper part of the ſcrotum, on the right 
fide, which he ſaid came ſuddenly by lifting 
a heavy weight. 

From the groin quite down to the teſticle 
the ſpermatic proceſs was loaded and en- 
larged, but I could not tell with what; he 
had no ſymptom of a rupture, and the 


teſticle _ 
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teſticle was much too free and diſtinct for 


an hydrocele of the vaginal coat. 
WhileT was examining it I perceive ed ſome 
blood drop from an orifice in the lower 


part of it, and upon enquiring into the“ 


reaſon, the man told me that a little while 
before he had had a puncture made in it 
with a lancet, for two or three days after 
which it had bled frequently, but that ſince 
the bleeding was ſtopt, his ſwelling was 


returned. | | 
From this and from ſome other circum- 


ſtances I concluded the tumor to be from 
blood- lodged in the cellular membrane of 
the ſpermatic chord, and remembring what 
trouble I had experienced in the preceding 
caſe, I perſuaded him to permit me to Jay 
the whole of it open, from the orifice made 
by the lancet quite up to the groin, taking 
care not to hurt the ſpermatic veſſels, which 
were indeed ſufficiently guarded by the 
quantity of grumous blood in the cells of 
the membrane. 

When I had made all clear I endeavoured 
to find the breach, but could not, and as it 
did not ſeem to bleed at this time, I dreſſed 
it with ſome lint preſſed out from ſpt. vin. 


ſuſpended the ſcrotum in a bag truts, and 
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directed the nurſe to keep a moderate preſ- 
ſure with her hand upon the proceſs ; ſome 
blood was drawn- from his arm, an opiate 
was given to incline him to reſt, and he 
was ordered to be kept extreamly quiet. 
The hemorrhage never returned, the 
dreſſings were never removed till the ſup- 
puration caſt them off; and in due time 


the man got perfectly well, without any 
trouble at all. 


To the different kinds of hydrocele al- 
ready mentioned, ſome of the modern 
French writers have added another, viz. 

a collection of fluid in the ſac of a true 
hernia. 

It is quite unneceſſary to take up the 
reader's time with an account of the man- 
ner of its production, as its title clearly de- 
fines it; I ſhall therefore only relate the 


following caſes which came within my 
own knowledge. 


C AS E XXI. 


A Young fellow about 25 years old, ap- 
plied to me on account of a ſwelling 
of his ſcrotum. 


It] 
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It was large, and of an irregular figure; 
not very tenſe, but perfectly indolent, and 
accompanied with a remarkable fulneſs of 
the ſpermatic procels. 

The account he gave of himſelf was, 
that he had had a rupture as long as he 


could remember, that he had on that ac- 


count worn a ſteel truſs for many years; 
that upon taking off his truſs his rupture 
always came down immediately, and was 
very eaſily returned up again; that it never 
had occafioned any obſtruction in his ſtools, 
or given him any pain ; that about a year 
ago he had been perſuaded to leave off his 
truſs, and to put on a bandage made of 
dimoty, without any iron in it, which was 
buckled very tight; that when he had 
worn this bandage about five or fix months 
he found that his rupture was down, and 
that he could not get it up again ; that up- 
on this he applied to the perſon of whom 
he had the bandage, who tried to reduce 
the rupture ineffectually, then telling him 
it would never do him any harm, fold him 
another bandage, and buckled it on ſtill 
tighter than the firſt; and that from the 
time he had worn this ſecond bandage his 
ſcrotum 
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ſcrotum had been gradually ſwelling with 
much pain and uneaſineſs. 

From the feel of all the lower part I 
made no doubt that there was a fluid in it, 
and had there been no other circumſtance 
to influence my judgment, I ſhould have 
ſuppoſed it to have been an hydrocele of 
the tunica vaginalis; but the man's very 
diſtin account of what had preceded, and 
the appearance and feel of the upper part 
of the proceſs made me doubt whether it 
was a fimple hydrocele, or a hydrocele 
combined with a hernia, or merely water 
in the ſac of an old omental rupture. 

But whatever might be the true nature 
of the caſe, a fluid there certainly was, 
and that in quantity ſufficient to make a 
puncture into the middle and anterior part 
of the tumor very fate ; accordingly I made 
one, and let out above a pint of a brown 
ferum ; this diſcharge removed all the 
ſwelling of the ſcrotum, but made little or 
no alteration in the look or feel of the pro- 
ceſs. I endeavoured to reduce it, but 
found it impracticable, and therefore di- 
ſiſted, adviſing the man to let it alone, to 


wear no bandage of any kind, and if at any 
future 
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future time it ſhould become troubleſome, 
deſired him to let me ſee it. 

At the end of about a year he came to 
me again with his ſcrotum as much 
diſtended as before, and plainly containing 
a fluid. 

As I had felt the teſticle very perfectly 
after the diſcharge of the water the firſt 
time, and as there was no reaſon to believe 
that the tumor in the proceſs was inteſtinal, 
I adviſed him to have it laid open, and by 
that means to get a cure. 

After a little conſideration he ſubmitted ; 
I made an incifion from the middle and 
anterior part of the ſcrotum, quite up to 
the groin, and found in the lower part of 
the bag which had contained the fluid, the 
teſticle covered only by its'tunica albuginea 
or proper coat; and in the upper part a 
conſiderable portion of omentum : the ſu- 
perior part of this was hardened in its tex- 
ture, and fo perfectly adherent to every 
part of the paſſage from the bag into the 

abdomen, as abſolutely to preclude the re- 
turfi even of a fluid, but below it was in 
its natural ſtate looſe, ſoft, and capable of 


being expanded. 
Þ FFP M All 
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All the lower or looſe part I cut off 
without making any ligature, or being 
troubled with any hæmorrhage; the up- 
per part I left as I found it, then filled the 
incifion with dry lint, and treated it as if it 
had been the operation for the radical cure 
of the hydrocele of the vaginal coat. 

In about ſeven weeks the man was per- 
fectly well, and has never had any - freſh 
collection of fluid, nor any return of his 
rupture. | 


This was truly a hydrocele of the tunica 
vaginalis, at the ſame time that it was a 
collection of fluid in a hernial ſac; for the 
_ rupture being -of the congenial kind, the 
, fac and vaginal tunic were really the ſame. 


CAS D XXII. 


W HIL E theſe papers were in the 
| preſs, Mr. Spray deſired me to viſit 
a patient with him, who had ſome of 
the ſymptoms of a ſtrangulated inteſtinal 
hernia. 

It was a young man about 22 years old, 


who gave the followin g account of himſelf : 
That 
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That as long as ever he could remember 
he had been ſubje& to a rupture, which 
never came lower than his groin, was al- 
ways eaſily put up with his hand, and ne- 
ver given him any trouble ; that he had 
when a child worn a truſs, but whether 
from its being ill made, and from his not 
knowing how to put it on, it never an- 
{wered the purpoſe, and he had diſuſed it 
for ſeveral years; that for a month or two 
paſt, it had been conſtantly down, and he 
could not as heretofore return it ; that ſtill 
as it gave him no pain, and was attended 
with no other inconvenience than a ſwel- 
ling of the ſcrotum, he took no notice of 
it, nor applied to any body for aſſiſtance, 
until within the laſt three days, when he 
had been affected with great pain in his 

belly, a ſtoppage of ſtools, and a vomiting. 
The ſcrotum was much inlarged, bore 
the appearance of a true hydrocele, and 
plainly contained a conſiderable quantity of 
fluid; but the upper part of the ſpermatic 
proceſs was hard, large, very painful, and 
ſeemed to be girt tight by the opening in 
the tendon of the abdominal muſcle, which, 
added to the extream tightneſs of his belly, 
his want of ſtools for three days paſt, his 
M 2 anxiety, 
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anxiety, reſtleſsneſs, vomiting, and begin- 
ning hiccough, determined me to 1 
the operation immediately, 

The lad conſented, and I made an inci- 
ſion as uſual, from the upper part of the 
tumor juſt above the abdominal opening, 


quite down to the bottom of the ſcrotum. 


Having carefully divided the cutis and 
common membrane, I came to what ap- 
peared to be the hernial ſac; this I care- 
tully opened, and thereby let out about 
half a pint of clear limpid water, upon 
which the whole tumor of the ſcrotum im- 
mediately ſubſided, and my aſſiſtants were 
ſatisfied that I had miſtaken an hydrocele 
for a hernia. 

But though the whole freclling of the 
ſcrotum was intirely diſſipated by the diſ- 
charge of the fluid, yet the tumor and 
hardneſs about the abdominal opening was 
unaltered, and the patient's pain * the 
ſame. 

With a probe- pointed kniſe I laid the 
whole ſac whence the water had proceeded 
open through its whole length, and found 
the teſticle naked within it, that is, covered 
only by its tunica albuginea, or proper 
coats; this ſtill gave the diſeaſe more the 
| appearance 
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appearance of a hydrocele, and I began to 
think ſo myſelf, when paſſing my finger 
upward to examine the ſtate of the opening 
in the abdominal tendon, I found a ſmall 
piece of inteſtine engaged in it and bound 
very tight; I lengthened my inciſion 
ſo as to have a fair view of it, and be 
thoroughly ſatisfied of the true ftate of 
the caſe. 

The piece of inteſtine was ſmall, a good 
deal darkened in its colour, and bound fo 
tight by the tendon, that it was with the ut- 
moſt difficulty, and with. great pain to the 
patient, that I could get the end of my fin- 
ger within it, in order to introduce the probe- 
pointed knife for its divifion. When I had 
accompliſhed this, and made ſuch dilatation 
as to be able to paſs my finger into the ab- 
domen with great eaſe, I endeavoured to re- 
turn the piece of gut, but tho' there was no 
obſtruction from the tendon, yet I could 
not return the inteſtine ; I drew out ſome 
inches of it, thinking that I might thereby 
get it in the eaſier, and immediately reduced 
with the utmoſt eaſe all that I had drawn 
out, but ſtill could not get in the ſmall por- 
tion which made the original diſeaſe: at laſt 
upon paſſing my finger all round the inſide 
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of the dilated opening in the tendon, I 1 
found that the inteſtine adhered to the lower 
border of it by a ſmall membranous fila- 
ment, this I divided, and the piece of in- 
teſtine ſlipt in immediately without any 
farther trouble. 

The man had ſtools in an hour or two, 
and by being properly taken care of very 
ſoon got well. 


This alſo was a congenial hernia; the 
ſac which contained the inteſtine, the fluid, 
and the teſticle, was really the tunica va- 
ginalis teſtis; but had I been content with 
the meer diviſion of it, and the letting out 


the water, and. not proceeded in an exami- 


nation and diviſion of the tendon, the man 
muſt have died of the ſtricture made on the 
gut. 


e. IX. 


H E reſt of the falſe Herniæ, as they 

are called, are the pneumatocele, 

the varicocele, the circocele, and the ſar- 

cocele; to which ſome have added the 
hydrofarcocele. 

The firſt of theſe is, as I have already ob- 

ſerved, an error, there is no hernia pro- 


duced 
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duced by mere wind; the two diſeaſes 
which in new-born children and infants 
are miſtaken for wind-ruptures, are a quan- 
tity of water remaining in the tunica vagi- 
nalis'of the teſticle, after its communication 
with the belly is cloſed, (which is there- 
fore a ſpecies of true hydrocele;) and the 
inteſtinal hernia, 

The varicocele is a dilatation of the veſ- 
ſels of the ſcrotum. Theſe are of diffe- 
rent ſize in different people, and like the 
blood veſſels in other parts, are liable to 
become varicous, but are ſeldom ſo much 
enlarged as to be troubleſome, unleſs they 
are the conſequence of ſome diſorder of 
the teſticle or ſpermatic chord : when this 
is the caſe, the original diſeaſe is what en- 
gages our attention, and not this ſimple 
effect of it: and therefore conſidered ab- 
ſtractedly, the varicocele is of little or no 
importance. 

The circocele is a varicous enlarge- 
ment, and diſtention of the ſpermatic vein, 
and whether conſidered on account of the 
pain it ſometimes occaſions, or a waſt- 
ing of the glandular part of the teſticle 

M 4 which 


The ſoft indolent enlargement of the epididymis, has 
by ſome writers been confounded with this diſeaſe, 
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which ſometimes follows it, my truly be 
called a diſeaſe. 

It is frequently miſtaken for a deſcent of 
a ſmall portion of omentum ; the uneaſineſs 
it produces 1s a dull kind of pain in the 
back, which is generally relieved by ſuſ- 
pending the ſcrotum in a bag; in books 
are to be found preſcriptions for the leſſen - 
ing of the diſtended veins, but I never faw 
any effect from any external application 
whatever. 

In general the teſticle is perfectly uncon- 
cerned, and unaffected by it; but ſome- 
times it happens that it is attended with 
acute pain, requiring reſt and evacuation, 
and after ſuch ſymptoms have been re- 
moved, I have two or three times ſeen the 
teſticle ſo waſted, as hardly to leave a veſ- 
tige of its former ſtate b. 


GAS Ell. 


A Young fellow about, 23, the ſon of a 

tradeſman in the city, being on a jour- 
ney, found himſelf one evening more than 
ordinarily tired; and as ſoon as he had got 
to bed he was ſeized with a violent pain in 


his 


b This has been obſerved by Mr. Sharpe alſo. 
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his back, which, to uſe his own words, 
ſhot down into his ſtone : it was fo great 
as to oblige him to ſend for ſomebody to 
bleed him immediately, which was done 
but without any relief, nor was there any 
ſwelling or inflammation of the ſcrotum or 
teſticle, or any other appearance whereby 
to account for it. | 

This pain continued without remiſſion all 
the next day; he was again bled, had a 
glyſter, and took a gentle purge. 

On the third day toward evening the 
pain totally left him, and a fulneſs appeared 
in the groin tending down toward the teſti- 
cle. This made him ſo uneaſy, that find- 
ing the apothecary did not clearly know 
what it was, he got into a poſt-chaiſe and 
came home to London. 

His journey brought on a ſmall return 
of his pain and rather increaſed the ſwel- 
ling, but by loſing more blood, being con- 
fined to his bed, and having an emollient 
pultice applied all over the parts with a 
bag-truſs, in four or five days he became 
eaſy, and all the tumor diſperſed, except a 
ſmall degree of fulneſs of the ſpermatic 
chord, but the teſticle was ſo diminiſhed as 
| hardly 
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hardly to be perceptible, and remains {9 
to this t time, 


\ * 114 


b —_ 


CASE XXIV. 
N oſtler in Smithfield was by the fall of 


his horſe thrown over his head, and 


in falling ſtruck his groin againſt the pum- 
mel of the ſaddle. 


It gave him exquiſite pain, and he was 
brought immediately to the hoſpital, upon 


a ſuppoſition that he had burit himſelf. 


Upon examination no ſwelling appeared, 
either of the teſticle or of the ſpermatic 
chord, but the pain which he ſaid was ex- 
quiſite, was confined to that part of the lat- 
ter which is between the teſticle and groin. 

He was largely bled, had a glyſter, and a 


gentle purge ; his pain continued for two 
days and then left him, with the ſpermatic 


veſſels remarkably varicous : I did all that 
I could for his relief but to no purpoſe, and 
when he left the hotpital, that teſticle was 
not a fourth part ſo large as the other. 

I once-alio ſaw the ſame effect from the 
injudicious application of a truſs on a true 


Circocele ; ; the veſſels became by the preſ- 


ſure 
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ſure inlarged to a prodigious ſize, and the 
teſticle ſhrunk to almoſt nothing. 


8. 
The SARCO CEL k. 


HE farcocele is a diſeaſe of the 

body of the teſticle, and as the term 
implies conſiſts in ſuch an alteration made 
in the ſtructure of it, as produces a reſem-_ 
blance to a hard fleſhy ſubſtance, inſtead of 
that fine ſoft vaſcular one of which it is 
compoſed when in a ſound healthy ſtate. 

If this is a juſt definition of the diſeaſe, 
and every ſuch kind of alteration made in 
the teſticle, from whatever cauſe it pro- 
ceeds may therefore be called a ſpecies of 
ſarcocele, the term muſt then be conſidered 
as a general one, under which ſeveral very 
different diſorders may be comprehended, 
viz. 1. That induration which ſometimes 
follows inflammatory defluxions on the teſ- 
ticle, and remains long after the inflam- 
mation is gone off. 2. The ſame kind of 
enlargement from external violence. 3. That 
hardneſs and tumor of the whole body of 
it which is ſometimes a ſymptom of the 
lues 
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lues venerea. 4. The fimple, equal, in- 
dolent ſchirrus. And $5. The unequal, 
painful one, or the cancer, each of which, 
if the appellation is to bedrawn only from 
the alteration made in the figure and con- 
ſiſtence of the parts, may be called a 
kind of ſarcocele; but in the ſurgeon's li- 
mited ſenſe of the word, it ur means 
one of the two latter. 

*The antients made many diſtinctions of 
this diſeaſe, according to the different kind 
of humour which they ſuppoſed gave riſe 
to it; but experience and a more improved 
phyſiology have ſhewn us the falſehood 
of theſe doctrines, and convinced us that 
they are all much too nearly related in ge- 
neral, that they differ only ſecundum ma- 
gis et minus, and that they are very fre- 
quently convertible into each other. 

The original cauſe of this, as well as of 
many other diſeaſes is, and perhaps will 

always 
* Humores craſſi ſunt duo, pituita et melancholia e qui- 


bus tum ſchirrhi in alus partibus, tum indurationes carneæ 


in teſticulis oriuntur. 
Tumor hic eſt durus, tactui renitens, indo lens, et ſi ex- 


Wiſtus ſit ſchirrhus ſenſu caret. 
Si a melancholia oriatur color ſublividus, fi a pituita co- 
lorem cutis non Witat, fi a melancholia ſuper aſſata dolor 


450 et inæqualis tumor, hic durus, ibi mollis. 
Fab. ab Aq uapendente. 


3 
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always remain out of the reach of our 
knowledge, nor is it of much importance 
whether we ever arrive at it or not; if we 
do but carefully and accurately obſerve the 
different ſymptoms and appearances which 
in general attend the different effects pro- 
duced by different methods of treatment, 
we ſhall do all that is neceſſary or uſeful ; 
for though hypotheſis and conjecture may 
ferve to amuſe the imagination, it is expe- 
rience only which can inform the under- 
ftanding, the former may make a man en- 
tertaining to a few, the latter will render 
him uſeful to multitudes. 

Every ſpecies of ſarcocele conſiſts prima- 
rily in an inlargement, induration and ob- 
ſtruction of the vaſcular part of the teſti- 
cle; but this alteration is in different peo- 
ple attended with ſuch variety of circum- 
ſtances, as to produce ſeveral different ap- 
pearances, and occaſion many of thoſe diſ- 
tinctions which have paſſed for different 
diſeaſes. 

Sometimes the body of the teſticle tho 
indurated and inlarged to ſome degree, yet 
preſerves a perfect equality of ſurface, am 
15 NO little troubleſome, that the patient finds 


no inconvenience except fle the weight. 
— This 
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— This is by ſome called the ſimple, in- 
dolent ſehirrhus. 

Sometimes the very firſt appearance of 
omen is attended with pain, and the 
teſticle feels as hard as marble, but till is 
equal and ſmooth, and does not ſeem to 
have any fluid within it ; ſometimes it is 
rough and unequal from the firſt, is tender 
to the touch, and frequently ſubje& to 
acute pains, darting up the ſpermatic pro- 
ceſs into the loins and back: theſe are two 
ſtates of what is called the malignant 
ſchirrhus, or occult cancer. 

Sometimes the fury of the diſeaſe brooks 
no reſtraint, but burſting through the mem- 
branes both of the teſticle and ſcrotum, 
thruſts out a horrid, ſtinking, painful fun- 
gus, attended with large gleeting and fre- 
quent hæmorrhage; or elſe forms a deep, 
foul, fœtid ulcer, ſubject to the ſame diſ- 
charges: this is the true cancerous teſticle. 

Sometimes a conſiderable quantity of 
water is collected in the cavity of the va- 
ginal coat of the diſeaſed teſtis, and pro- 
duces that mixed appearance which writers 
have called Hydro-Sarcocele. 

Sometimes there 1s no fluid in the vaginal 
coat, but a collection is formed in the body 
5 of 
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of the ſchirrhus itſelf, broke into cells con- 
taining a quantity of ſanious, putrid matter. 

Sometimes the ſpermatic chord or pro- 
ceſs is perfectly clear from all appearance 
of diſeaſe, is ſoft, ſmall, and free from all 
unnatural adheſion or connexion, and ſome- 
times it is greatly inlarged, hardened, con- 
nected with the neighbouring parts, and 
truly in a morbid ſtate. 

Sometimes the diſorder ſeems to be lo- 
cal or confined to the teſticle and its veſſels 
only, at leaſt there are no general ſymp- 
toms which indicate the habit to be con- 
cerned; as in the caſe of ſome ſchirrhi in 
conſequence of external violence ; in others 
the pallid leaden countenance, frequent 
nauſeas, acute pains in the bowels, obſtinate. 
coſtiveneſs, or purgings, bear ample teſti- 
mony that the whole habit is diſeaſed. 

The progreſs which it makes is alſo very 
various as to time, and very uncertain, be- 
ing ſometimes flow and gradual, ſometimes 
rapid; ſometimes it will remain as it were 
at a ſtand for a great length of time, and 
never at all affect the ſpermatic chord; in 
others it ſoon ſeizes the proceſs, having in 
a ſhort time ſpoiled the teſticle. 


Theſe 
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Theſe and ſeveral other circumſtances, 
are materially neceſſary to be obſerved, as 
they characteriſe the diſeaſe, point out its 
particular nature and diſpoſition, and ſerve 
as criteria whereon to found our prognoſtic 
concerning the moſt probable events, and 
the beſt method of attempting its relief. 

To this as well as to ſeveral other diſ- 
eaſes, for want of a more diligent enquiry 
into the real and true nature of it, and a 
more accurate examination of the ſtate of 
the parts concerned, many different origins 
have been aſſigned, all equally groundleſs; 
but the two which the greateſt part of 
practitioners and writers have moſt gene- 
rally attributed it to, are the hernia humo- 
ralis, and the hydrocele. 

The hernia humoralis is a defluxion of 
the inflammatory kind, is generally ſudden, 
attended with great pain, heat, tenderneſs, 
and molt frequently fever; during its ſtate 
of inflammation, it inlarges the whole 
compages of the teſticle, but when by 
reſt, evacuations, and proper applications 
that inflammation 1s removed, there is ve- 
ry ſeldom either fulneſs, hardneſs or any 
other appearance of diſcaſe left in the glan- 
dular BY of it ; the epididymis indeed 

ſeldom. 
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ſeldom eſcapes ſo well, that often remains 
enlarged and indurated for a conſiderable 
ſpace of time, but without being the occa- 
fion of any pain or inconvenience, and 
without producing any alteration in the 
body of the teſticle : whereas the true ſar- 
cocele or hernia carnoſa generally begins in 
the vaſcular part of the teſticle, and affects 
the epididymis only ſecondarily, or after it 
has conſiderably altered and ſpoiled the fi- 
gure and texture of the former. 

I would not be underſtood to mean that 
a ſchirrhous teſticle never is the conſequence 
of a hernia humoralis, or that a true ſar- 
cocele never begins in the epididymis ; I 
think I have ſeen both, but the cafes are 
rare. 

There is alſo a venereal affection of the 
teſticle independent of a gonorrhœa, or of 
any diſeaſe of the urethra, which conſiſts in 
an equal inlargement and induration of the 
whole body of it, as well as of the epi- 
didymis. | 

This may bc called the venereal ſarco- 
cele; it is very hard, but has not the ſto- 
ny hardneſs of the indolent ſchirrhus, nor 
the inequality or darting pains of the ma- 
lignant ; it is generally perfectly indolent 
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when not handled, and gives the patient 
little more trouble than that conſtant pain 
in the back which the weight of it occa- 
fions : there is in this caſe ſeldom any fluid 
in the tunica vaginalis, and it moſt fre- 
quently happens that there are other con- 
comitant ſymptoms which characteriſe the 
diſeaſe, and point out the proper method 
of cure; nor did I ever ſee an inſtance of 
this ſymptom, (when truly and ſimply ve- 
nereal) withſtanding a proper mercurial 
_ courſe, but particularly the mercurial oint- 
ment rubbed in to the ſpermatic proceſs and 
teſticle for a proper length of time. 
The quantity of water which is ſome- 

times found in the vaginal coat of ſchirrhous 
teſticles, has been the occaſion of its being 
thought that ſuch a ſtate of that gland is 
often cauſed by its being ſurrounded with 
ſuch fluid ; a conjecture which a heedleſs 
examination of the parts ſeems to juſtify, 
but which is undoubtedly falſe. 

A ſchirrhous teſticle has ſometimes a con- 
ſiderable quantity of water in its tunica va- 
ginalis, but a ſimple hydrocele will never 
produce a diſeaſed teſticle; if any chooſe to 
call the former a ſpecies of hydrocele they 
may, but then they ſhould be very careful 

1 | 15 to 
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to diſtinguiſh them from each other, one 4 
being an original diſeaſe, the other an acci- = 
dental ſymptom only of a complaint, whoſe 4 
ſeat, ſymptoms, proper treatment, and con- | 
ſequences, are very different. 

The true ſimple hydrocele is, as I have * 
ready at large obſerved, an accumulation of 
a fluid in the tunica vaginalis; which fluid in 
a natural and healthy ſtate of theſe parts, is 
taken up by proper abſorbent veſſels, and 
conveyed by the lymphatics into the recep- 
taculum chyli, but by not being ſo abſorbed 
is collected in, and diſtends the cavity of 
the bag, always leaving the teſticle ſound, 
and unaltered, either in form or conſiſtence. 

When the teſticle becomes inlarged in 
ſize and hardened in texture, without any 
previous inflammation, or without having 
received any external violence, ſuch alte- 
ration is called by the general name ſchir- 
rhus. This, as I have already remarked, 
is of different kinds or degrees, and makes 
very different appearances according to its 
ſtate and kind. 

Such diſeaſed alteration in the parts 4 
ſometimes proves a hindrance to the ab- | 
ſorption of the fluid exhaled from the ar- 
teries into the cavity of the tunica vaginalis, 


| 
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and produces that diſorder which is by 
Fabritius ab Aquapendente, and others, 
called the hydro-farcocele, but which tho 
alike in ſome of its appearances to the fim- 
ple hydrocele, is yet attended with ſo dif- 
ferent a ſtate of the parts concerned, and 
requires ſo different treatment, that parti- 
cular care ſhould be taken to diſtinguiſh one 
from the other, leſt the inexperienced prac- 
titioner be led into a miſtake detrimental 
to his patient's eaſe and his own character, 
by having promiſed relief from that which 
often proves to be none at all, and which 
is ſometimes attended with till worſe con- 
ſequences. | 

In the true ſimple hydrocele, as the 
teſticle preſerves its natural fize the quan- 
tity of fluid ſoon becomes large enough to 
conceal it from the touch, and the collection 
is made without any pain or uneaſineſs; 
but the increaſed ſize and hard ſtate of a 
ſchirrhous teſticle renders it very eaſily diſ- 
tinguiſhable, through even a much larger 
quantity of fluid than will totally conceal 
the former : beſides which, it is not often 
perfectly indolent. In the ſimple hydro- 
cele, the fluid diſtends the tunica vaginalis 


ſo equally, that though it really does not, 
4 yet 
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yet it ſeems abſolutely to furround the 
| teſticle, whereas in the caſe of a ſchirrhus, 
though the anterior part of the tumor may 
wear the appearance of a hydrocele, yet 
the true ſtate of the enlarged teſticle is al- 
ways perceptible in the hinder'. In the 
imple, the vaginal coat is always, and in- 
variably looſe, and free from all attach- 
ment to the albuginea, except at the poſte- 
rior part where they make one continuous 
membrane; whereas in the hydro- ſarcocele 
the water is often collected into two or three 
different cavities, formed by unnatural at- 
tachments of the vaginal tunic to the albu- 
ginea, by which means the fluctuation is 
ſometimes leſs palpable. In the hydrocele 
the ſpermatic proceſs is perfectly free and 


N 3 ſmall, 


This has been very judiciouſly remarked by Le Dran. 
Schenkius alſo gives an account of a beginning farcocele 
taken for a hydrocele, cured by caſtration. Upon dividing 
the body of the diſeaſed teſtis a quantity of matter was diſ- 
charged, a thing by no means uncommon, but which in this 
inſtance was miſtaken for ſemen. The patient died not long 
after the wound was healed, and the kidney and parts 
about made a very morbid appearance: this was by Schen- 
kius attributed to the too haſty cure of the ſuppoſed hydro- 
cele, but was indeed only another effect of the ſame virus, 
which had firſt produced the diſeaſed teſticle, neither was 
the fluid found within the body of it ſemen, as was moſt ab- 
ſurdly ſuppoſed, but ſanies or matter ; a circumſtance very 
frequently attending ſchirrhous teſtes, - 
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ſmall, the blood veſſels and vas deferens 
very diſtinguiſhable, and no pain is pro- 
duced by handling ; this 1s alſo ſometimes 
the caſe of the hydro- ſarcocele, but very 
often not; and I never ſaw an inſtance in 
which the weight of theſe two different 
caſes felt in the palm of the hand was not 
very diſtinguiſhable, the latter being al- 
ways conſiderably heavier than the former. 
Perhaps there are ſome other characteriſtics 
by which they may be diſcriminated, which 
I do not juſt now recolle&, but in this as 
in ſome other parts of ſurgery, there is a 
tactus eruditus, which can only be ob- 
tained by attentive practice, and which no 
verbal deſcription can furniſh. 

Beſide the hydro- ſarcocele or limpid 
extravaſation in the tunica vaginalis, and 
which is therefore always exterior to the 
teſticle, ſchirthous and cancerous teſtes are 
often ſubject to collections of fluid within 
the body of them; ſometimes in one large 
cavity, ſometimes in ſeveral ſmaller ones, 
of very different nature in different caſes, 


being watry, purulent, ſanious or bloody w. 
It 


u Job a Meek'ren has made a very true and judicious re- 
mark regarding this ſubject; Fabritius ab Aquapendente has 
$5.5 | reckoned 


4 
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It now and then happens that this inter- 
nal collection is combined with that of the 
vaginal coat, in which caſe it is ſeldom 
known until the teſticle has been removed 
and divided. Sometimes the tunica vagi- 
nalis and teſticle, inſtead of being kept ſe- 
parate by a fluid, are united firmly together 
and make one body; in this caſe if there 
is an internal extravaſation in any quantity, 
the fluctuation will be very perceptible, 
and a perſon who has not ſeen much of 
theſe kind of things may be led to imagine 
that a diſcharge by means of an opening 
may procure a ſubſidence of the tumor and 
eaſe to the patient, the very reverſe of 
which 1s moſt frequently the conſequence ; 
the quantity of matter ſeldom bears any 
proportion to the ſize of the tumor, nor 
does it therefore leſſen it immediately in 

N 4 any 
reckoned a collection of fluid within the tunica albuginea 
teſtis, among the kinds of hydrocele which Meek'ren does 
not allow as an hydrocele; but having deſcribed the true 


hydrocele of the vaginal tunic, ſpeaks of this as it really is, 
viz. a conſequence of a diſeaſed ſtate of the teſticle; his 
his words are, Hieronym. Fab. ab Aquapendente part. I. 


de operat. chirurg. cap. 75. Aquam in tedibus congregari 
docet eam quæ ex imo ventre eo defluit; at error eſt meo 


judicio magni anatomici, ſpatio enim eo quod ef? inter teſti- 


culum et tunicam imo in ſeroto ipſo aqua ſæpius colligitur,, 


nunquam in Zeftibus ipſis niſi putreſcant. 
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any degree equal to the expectation of the 
unexperienced operator: I ſay immediately, 
becauſe in general theſe ſchirrhi are fo 
„capable of irritation, that in a few 
hours after ſuch incifion they are con- 
fiderably larger than when it was made, 
attended with horrid pain, and not infre- 
quently they thruſt out a fungus, which 
by its bleeding, gleeting, and exquiſite ten- 
derneſs, renders the ſtate of the patient 
much worſe than it was before. 
| Neither is the fluctuation of matter in 
the body of this kind of diſeaſed teſticle 
always to be depended upon; the touch is 
here ſubject to great fallacy; a looſe, un- 
connected, glairy kind of ſubſtance, often 
produces this deception : an opening in ſuch 
caſe being made little or no diſcharge fol- 
lows it, all the ſymptoms of pain and in- 
flammation are exaſperated, the patient is 
diſappointed, and the operator diſgraced. 
Many of the writers in this part of ſur- 
gery, either not being practitioners, or la- 
zily copying each other, have fallen into a 
ſtrange obſcure kind of jargon concerning 
this diſeaſe; and talk of the ſchirrhus, the 
caro adnata ad ſpermatica vaſa, the caro 
adnata ad teſtem, and the cancer, as ſo 
many 
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many different diſeaſes, requiring different 
methads of treatment. 

The fleſhy ſubſtance adhering to the 
ſpermatic veſſels is faid to be more b&nigh 
than that which is found upon the teſticle, 
and to be capable of being removed with- 
out injuring either the ſpermatic veſſels or 
the teſtis : for this purpoſe they deſcribe an 
operation moſt horridly coarſe-and painful, 
but which I hope and believe, they very 
ſeldom practiſed a. 

The 


n Ramex hec inter excreſcentias enumerari poteſt cum fit 
additamentum ex toto præternaturale, nec illi inſunt ſigna 
apoſtematis, ſed tantum eſt caro quæ circa ſcrotum aut epi- 
didymum generari ſolet. Andreas a Cruce. 

Curatio ejus eſt ut incidatur cutis teſticulorum et excoria- 
tur uſque ad ſuperiora, deinde extrahe didymum et teſti- 
culum, et libera eos ab omni parte ex illa carnoſitate. 

Brunus. 

Fit etiam hernia quandoque ex carnofitate quadam præ- 
ter naturam naſcente juxta teſticulum, et tune pellicula in- 
ciſa undique debet excoriari, et diſco operta carnoſitate illa, 
a corio exteriore uſque ſuperius cauterio abſcindatur, &c. 


Rolandus. 


Cura ejus non poteſt fieri niſi cum manu pellem exteri- 
orem ſcindendo, et carnem a teſticulis ſcarnando et incar- 
natum auferendo. Lanfranc. 

Scinde pellem teſticuli cum raſorio uſque ad teſticulum, 
et tunc carnoſitatem quam invenis removeas et excarnes to- 
taliter a teſticulo. Gul. e Saliceto. 

Notandum eſt in hac operatione num earo eqncreverit Cir- 
ca tunicas an circa ipſos teſtes, numque . an minus 
irme adhæret — ſubſtantiæ. 


. 
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The extirpation of the caro adnata ad 
teſtem is allowed even by themſelves to be 
very ſeldom capable of being attempted 
with any probability of ſucceſs o. 

They who form their opinion from books 
principally, will be inclined to think that 
all theſe diſtinctions really exiſt, and that 


the operations by knives and cauteries fo 


exactly (deſcribed, muſt be ſometimes ne- 
ceſſary, but never having ſeen the parti- 


cular caſes requiring or admitting ſuch 
treatment, 


Incidendum eſt totum ſcrotum uſque ad carnem concre- 
tam, quæ ſiquidem valenter haud fit affixa vel ſummis digitis 


vel manubriolo ſcalpente a teſte vel tunicis ſenſim eſt au- 


ferenda. Fab. ab Aquapend. 
Caro item ſæpiſſime teſticulis et eorum tunicis adnaſcitur, 
ſeroſus enim humor iſte nonnunquam acris factus venas ca- 
pillares membranaſque leviter erodit ; hinc pars illa ſan- 
guinis quæ paulatim exſudat, quæque optima et laudabilis 
eſt beneficio caloris innati in carneam ſubſtantiam concreſ- 
cit, &c. reliquum vero ſanguinis quod ſeroſum eſt paulatim 
membranas totumque ſcrotum adeo extendit ut caro iſta 
quæ teſticulo adhæret digitis palpari non poſſit. Hildanus. 

Aliquando concreſcit caro circa vaſa ſeminaria aliquando 
Circa teſtes. Si circa teſtem concreſcat tunc eſt dolor et 
punctura canceroſa, et eſt additamentum carnis canceroſæ. 


Si autem non ſit doloroſa caro, nec pungens poterit cu- 


rari, &c. 
Secandum eſt ſcrotum et detegenda caro et a teſte dera- 
denda, vel a vaſis, &c. Fallopius. 


o In the fungous excreſcence upon the teſtis when the ſame 
is not overgrown, you are to make way thereto, which is 


then to be conſumed by eſcharotics, or by the actual 
cautery. Dr. Turner. 
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treatment, have but a very imperfe& Idea 
of the nature either of the caſe or of the 
operation. To ſuch it may not be amiſs 
to endeavour in few words to ſet this matter 
in a clearer light, and to render it rather 
more intelligible. | 

In the ſhort anatomical deſeription of 
theſe'parts, I took notice that the ſper- 
matic veſſels terminate in the teſticle, and 
that after the ſemen has been ſecreted 
from the blood, it paſſes from that gland 
into a body, which ſeems ſuperadded to, 
tho' really continuous with it; this body 
is called the epididymis, and is ſo placed 
with regard to the teſtis, that a heedleſs or 
uninformed obſerver may eaſily ſuppoſe 
that the ſpermatic veſſels terminate in it, 
more eſpecially if it is enlarged by diſeaſe. 

It takes its riſe from the teſticle by a 
number of veſſels, called from their office 
vaſa efferentia, theſe ſoon become one tube, 
which being convoluted and contorted in a 
moſt wonderful manner, forms the greateſt 
part of the ſaid body, and at laſt ceaſing to 
be twiſted, ends in one ſtraight, firm canal 
called the vas deferens, by which the ſemen 


is conveyed to the veſiculæ ſeminales. 
Whoever 


4 
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Whoever will attentively conſider the 


epididymis in its natural ' poſition with re- 


gard to the tefticle and ſpermatic veſſels, 
will ſee, that if it ſhould be enlarged be- 
yond its natural fize, it will ſo extend it- 
ſelf upward, as to ſeem to be cloſely con- 


nected with them, and by that means bear 


the appearance of a diſeaſed body ſpringing 
from them. This is undoubtedly one of 
the caſes if not the particular one called 


by the name of the caro adnata ad vaſa 


ſpermatica, and is really and truly nothing 
more than an inlargement, and perhaps an 


induration of the epididymis; a circum- 


ſtance which frequently happens, but does 
not imply any degree of malignity ei- 
ther in the habit or in the part, and never 
requires ſuch a horrid operation as ſome of 


our forefathers have directed us to perform 


upon it. 

The epididymis is frequently enlarged in 
venereal caſes, either ſeparately, as in the 
remaining fulneſs after a common hernia 
humoralis, or together, with the teſticle 
in that diſeaſe, which I have taken the 


| liberty to call the venereal farcocele ; but 
in neither of theſe can it ever require ex- 
tirpation or My other manual operation. 


The 
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The ſchirrhus and cancer never, or hardly 
ever begin in this part; they almoſt always 
attack the body of the teſticle firſt, and 
tho' the epididymis is often found can- 
cerous, yet it becomes ſo ſecondarily, or af- 
ter the teſticle has been in ſuch ſtate ſome 
time, ſo that the removal of it, if practicable, 
could ſerve no good purpoſe : it would not 
remove the diſeaſe, for that has beforehand 
taken poſſeſſion of the whole teſtis, and the 
cutting off only a part of a cancerous tu- 
mor of any kind, is what no man who has 
the leaſt knowledge of what he is about 
will ever think of f. 

In ſhort theſe two caſes, which by the 
inattention and miſrepreſentation of wri- 
ters have created ſuch perplexity to many 
readers, are nothing more than either a ſim- 
ple indolent induration and ſwelling of the 
epididymis, or a cancerous ſtate of the 
teſticle, attended with greater or leſſer de- 
gree of inequality of ſurface; the former 
of which requires no manual operation 
of any kind, and the latter will admit of 
none. 

The 

» Ambroſe Parey has very well remarked, ** That if any 
man thinks that in ſuch caſe he may ſomewhat eaſe the pa- 
tient by cutting away ſome portion f this ſoft fleſh, he 
is deceived ; for a fungus wilt grow if the leaſt portion of 


it be left, -being an evil far worſe than the former. 
* 
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The manner of treating a true ſarcocele, 
depends intitely on the particular nature 
and ſtate of it; in ſome it will only admit 
of general palliative remedies, in others 
there is great probability of getting totally 
rid of the diſeaſe by the extirpation of the 
teſticle : ſo that under the article of me- 
thod of cure, all that is to be done is to 
point out as clearly and accurately as the 
caſe will permit, what ſtates and ſituations 


of the diſeaſe or of the patient make the 
operation adviſeable, and what circum- 
ſtances in either render it improper to be 
attempted. 

The majority both of writers and practi- 
tioners have allowed, that when the whole 
ſpermatic proceſs is affected by the diſeaſe, 
that is, enlarged or indurated, the opera- 
tion had better not be performed, as it 
proves moſt frequently unſucceſsful, and 
generally haſtens the patient's deſtruction a; 

in 

? The authority of M. Le Dran on this ſubject may 
poſſibly be ſufficient to give a ſtudent a different idea from 
what I have endeavoured to convey, and to induce him to 
believe that there is little or no hazard in caſtrating, when 
the ſpermatic chord is diſeaſed between the teſticle and 
abdominal opening only; his words are, Quand le cor- 
don ſpermatique eſt devenu malade juſques dans le ventre il 
y a tout a craindre, parce que Voperation n'eſt gueres 


72, We, practicable, 
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in this they almoſt all agree ; but when 
they come to ſpeak of thoſe caſes in which 
the ſpermatic chord is not at all affected or 
diſeaſed, and conſequently there 1s no ob- 
jection to the operation ariſing from thence, 
they are by no means ſo clear, or ſo well 

agreed concerning the propriety or neceſſity 
of performing it. 

Some have given it as their opinion, 
that while the teſticle is perfectly indolent, 
it is better to let it quite alone, let all other 4 
circumſtances be what they may : the rea- [8 
ſon which they give for this is, that altho 

the 1 
practicable, vi la difficultè ou meme le danger quil y a de N ol 
faire la ligature du cordon beaucoup, plus haut que Panneau „ 
du muſcle oblique.” Theſe words ſeem to confine the ha- I 
zard of operating on a diſeaſed chord to the diſeaſe being Wi 
extended beyond the aperture in theabdominal muſcle, into | 
the cavity of the belly; but whoever has ſeen much of Wal... 
theſe caſes knows, that though the hazard 1s greatly in- '\\ HY 
creaſed, and the failure of ſucceſs almoſt certain in ſuch 
caſe, yet the appearance of diſeaſe in any part of the chord 
is ſo far from being a matter of no importance, that it 
adds greatly to the danger, and if the operation be at- 
tempted in ſuch circumſtances, it ſhould be under the moſt 
guarded prognoſtic. | 
There are undoubtedly inſtances of ſucceſs in caſtrating | 
when the chord has been in ſome part diſeaſed, and theſe 
few inſtances render the attempt preferable to deſperation; 
but it ſhould always be remembred, that the number of 
thoſe who have failed greatly exceeds that of thoſe who 


have done well, and either the patient or hs . ſhould j 
be appriſed of the hazard, N i 
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the diſeaſe has plainly taken poſſeſſion of 
the part, yet while it is in this indolent 
ſtate, the conſtitution receives no damage, 


nor is the health of the patient unpaired ; 


whereas by removing the teſticle, the ſame 
virus may ſeize on ſome other part of more 
conſequence to life. This method of rea- 
ſoning takes for granted, what appears to 
me to be not ſtrictly and conſtantly true, 
viz. that this diſeaſe is never perfectly lo- 
cal, and that a ſchirrhus which at firſt is 


mdolent and inoffenſive, cannot in time 


produce any miſchief to the general con- 
ſtitution. 

Others adviſe to ſtay until it becomes 
painful, and manifeſtly increaſing in ſize, 
or in other words begins to ſhow a malig- 
nity of diſpoſition which it did not ſhow 
before: this neceſſarily ſuppoſes that a 
teſticle which is beginning to alter from a 
quiet ſtate to a painful malign one, 1s as fit 
for caſtration as it was before ſuch altera- 
tion began ; and that the hazard of the 
operation merely, is too great to render it 
an adviſable thing, before ſuch alteration 
in the part ſeems to make it neceſſary; 


neither of which will I believe upon ma- 


ture deliberation be admitted: on the con- 


1 . trary. 
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trary, while a ſchirrhous teſticle is perfectly 
free from pain, and does not increaſe in 
ſize, we have reaſon to hope that ſome 
of the parts out of ſight are not affected 
with the ſame diſeaſe, more eſpecially 
if the patient labours under no general 
ſymptoms: but when from being indo- 
lent it becomes unealy, is attended with 
pains darting up the proceſs into the back, 
and plainly ſhows a diſpoſition to enlarge, 
when the patient complains of nauſea and 
frequent cholic, &c. I am afraid that we 
cannot venture to pronounce ſo abſolutely 
either concerning the parts within or the 
event of caſtration, even tho' the ſpermatic 


chord ſhould ſhew no mark of diſeaſe ; and 


with regard to the hazard of the mere ope- 
ration, tho' no man will pretend to ſay 
that it is totally void of it, yet it is one of 
thoſe which ſeldom miſcarry, that is prove 
fatal, eſpecially if done in time, and while 
the parts are free and in an apparently 


ſound ſtate. 


I have ſeen ſeveral people remain per- 
for years after the removal of 


fectly wal 
ſchirrhous teſticles while they were in a 
perfectly indolent ſtate, and I have ſeen 
ſeveral miſcarry who have ſtaid till they 

O "vers 
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were urged by pain and a manifeſt increaſe 
of the tumor; that is, in the latter the 
virus has fallen upon ſome other part (ge- 
nerally an internal one) and produced fa- 
tal miſchief, or the ſame diſpoſition of 
blood has produced a cancerous ſore or a 
cancerous fungus in the groin. 

I will not pretend to ſay that the ſame has 
not happened after the extirpation of a teſti- 
cle circumſtanced in the beſt manner, I cer- 
tainly have ſeen it more than once, but not 
near ſo often as when the operation has been 
deferred till the ſymptoms were become 
more troubleſome. Indeed were we capa- 
ble of knowing with any tolerable degree 
of certainty which were thoſe ſchirrhi that 
would remain inoffenſive through life, or 
for a great length of time, and which 
would not, we ſhould then be able to diſ- 
ſuade, or adviſe the operation on much 
better grounds than we can now venture 
to do; but we have no ſuch degree of 
knowledge: all our judgment is formed 
upon experience merely, and that in theſe 
kind of caſes is more fallacioug chan i in 
nay others. 


| Upon 
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Upon the whole, though there are a few 
people ſo happy as to carry ſchirrhous teſti- 
O a cles 


r Schirrhous and indolent cancerous tumors are found in 
many parts of the body as well as the teſticle, and in all 
others as well as in that bear different characters, that is, 
ſhow a greater or leſs diſpoſition to malignity, remaining 
ſometimes of ſmall ſize and eaſy for many years, and ſome- 
tunes increaſing faſt, and producing excruciating pain 
with all its neceſſary conſequences, 

Of all the ſpecies of this kind of diſeaſe, thoſe which 
follow upon ſome external violence being offered to the 
part, ſuch as blow, bruiſe, &c. are thought and ſaid to be 
the beſt, therefore great regard has always been paid to 
this diſtinction by writers, and great hopes conceived from 
this circumſtance by the generality of thoſe affected: I with 
I could ſay that ſuch hopes were as well founded as they 
are thought to be, I mean that experience always vindicated 
them, 

The diſeaſe ſeizing a part which has previouſly ſuſtained 
an injury from without is a very favourable circumſtance, 
but it does by no means neceſſarily follow from thence, that 
the conſtitution is certainly free from taint ; it is a preſump- 
tion but not a proof; and this preſumption becomes more 
reaſonable if the diſeaſed ſtate of the part follows ſoon, than 
if it appears at a great diſtance of time from the accident, 
No man will pretend to ſay that ſuch miſchief has not been 
done by outward violence, that cancerous diſorders have 
not followed in the part ſo injured, in perſons who before 
ſuch accident never had- any appearance of this diſorder, 
and who, very poſſibly, might have lived many years, or 
even their whole life, without ſhowing it in ſuch manner 
or under ſuch form; but that previous to ſuch miſchief 
there certainly was no cancerous malignity in the habit, - is 
an inference which cannot be admitted. 

What diſorders of the joints do we not ſometimes ſee pro- 
duced by very light injuries done to them.? diſorders 

| which 


— 
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cles through many years of their life, with- 


out pain or trouble, yet the number of 
thoſe 


which are clearly and plainly . and which 
would not have appeared at that time or in that part, had 
it not hecn for ſuch accident; but ſurely no man will from. 
thence. conclude, that the patient had ne ſcrophulous 
taint in his blood previous to- ſuch: ſtrain, bruiſe, &c. 


How many internal parts are there for this diſeaſe as well 


as {ome others to make its attack upon, but which by. be- 
ing out of ſight and not objects of ſurgery are not known, 
and paſs either for other diſeaſes, or the ſymptoms of other 
diſraſes? what tumors of the lumbal glands and meſentery,. 
what obſtructions in all parts of the contents both of the 


abdomen and thorax, do we not find upon examining the 


dead, whoſe diſorders were very little underſtood while 
the patients were living, but whoſe prevailing indiſpoſition, 
whoſe natural dyſcraſia, would have moſt probably ſhewn. 
itſelf, in ſome more viſible part, if ſuch part had ſuffered. 
eonſiderably from external violence ? 

All that we from experience know, and therefore ought 
honeſtly to ſay upon this occafion is, that it has very often. 
happened, that when that kind of diſorder which pro- 
duces ſchirrhous and cancerous tumors has been brought 


into action by external injury, (whether in the breaſt, teſticle, 


or whatever part, it matters not) or, having ſeized ſuch part 
without any preceding violence being offered to it, and oc- 
ſioned a fixed but indolent kind of ſwelling, which either 
remained a long time of one ſize, or if it did increaſe, in- 

creaſed very ſlowly, and gave the patient but little unea- 
ſineſs, if ſuch tumor has been ſo ſituated that it could ſafely 
be extirpated, or the part rendered diſeaſed by it could be 
totally removed, ſuch removal or extirpation has very often 
cured the preſent evil, and the patient has remained appa- 
rently free from any thing of like ſort 2 the reſt of his 


or * life. | 
This 
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thoſe in whom time, change of conſtitu- 
tion, accidental external injury, &c. do 

| O 3 not 


This is true, and therefore may very ſafely be aſſerted ; 
this is and ever will be a ſufficient reaſon for preſſing ſuch 
operation, when all the other carcumitances are favourable; 
the keeping well after it being by no means impoſlible, and 
the chance of the ſchi:rhus always remainiug in its indolent, 
anoffenſive ſtate, being very improbable. 

But whoever boldly ſays that ſuch extirpation will al- 
ways and certainly cure the diſeaſe, is very unc xperienced, 
or is wilfully guilty of a deception ; the two diſtinguiſhing 
characteriſtics of a quack, who always promiſes what he 
either does not know or does not believe. 

When a ſchirrhus or cancer is favourably circumſtanced, 
and conveniently ſituated, extirpation is indeed the only re- 
medy, and that method by which ſuch extirpation can be 
moſt ſafely, certainly, and expeditiouſly executed, is be- 
yond all doubt the beſt. 

The two in uſe are the knife and cauſtic, the former in 
the hand of a ſargeon, who is an anatomiſt, has every ad- 
vantage that can be ſuppoſed or defired ; it gives leſs pain, 
is more ſecure, and more expeditious, but impreſſes on the 
patient the apprehenſion of an operation, and the terror of 

an hzmorrhage. 

The uſe of cauſtics is infinitely more painful becauſe it is 
of longer duration, and often requires repeution ; it 1s leſs 
amanageable, and conſequently leſs ſecure, and the great 
length of time which the ſeparation of the parts generally 
requires, renders this method very tedious. But it is at- 
tended with two circumſtances which have greatly contri- 
buted to the ſupport of cancer-quackery ; one is, that it 
ſpares the patient the horror of an operation, which tho? 
infinitely leſs painful than the effect of the cauſtic, is not be- 
lieved to be fo, eſpecially by timorous people; the other 
is, that the ragged appearance which the bottom and ſides af 


the part make after having been removed by ſuch applica- 
tion 
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not make ſuch an alteration in this diſeaſe 


as to render the removal of it leſs likely 
tO 


tion is ſo unlike to the ſmoothneſs of that which has been cut 
out, that ignorant people are eafily induced to believe, what 
the deſigning tell them, viz. that the medicine has taken 
out their diſeaſe by the roots, and that the ragged parts 
which they ſee are ſuch roots. 

Tt is amazing what weight this ſingle circumſtance 
has with many, and even with ſome ſenſible people, few of 
whom can be perſuaded to believe what is as true as any 
propoſition in Euclid, viz. that a cauſlic of equal ſtrength 
applicd on any glandular part of any perſon, will always 
produce exactly the ſame effect and appearance as a in 
this caſe paſſes for the roots of the diſeaſe. 

When nurſes and empirics talk of the fibrous-like roots of 
a cancer, and of cancerous fermentations, it 1s excuſable; 
the ignorance of the one and the trade of the other make 
it ſo ; but when they who pretend to ſome kind of medical 
knowledge uſe this fort of language, we cannot help bluſh- 
ing either for their ignorance or their difingenuouſneſs. 

If either the ſituation of the part to be removed or the 
fears of the patient render the uſe of eſcharotics neceſſary or 
preferable, we are and have for ages been in poſſeſſion of 
ſuch as are full equal in force to any of thoſe which have at 
any time been deemed ſpecific, and moſt prabably compoſed 
of the ſame materials; but it is in this as in the attempts to- 
ward the radical cure for ruptures, and in ſome other parts of 
ſurgery, we are cenſured where we ought to be applauded, 
and blamed for thoſe very things from whence we ought to 
derive praiſe; we have difuſed certain methods and proceſſes 
{tho* neceſſarily lucrative) becauſe we found them upon 
experience to be painful, hazardous, and moſt frequently 

ineffectual, and theſe very methods, deſtructive and fal- 
lible as they are, have given credit and honour to thoſe who 
Vave had ignorance and inhumanity enough to revive them. 


e are not yet ſo happy as to be poſſeſſed of any medicine 
which 
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to be attended with ſucceſs than it would 
have been at firſt, is ſo ſmall, that I 
think early caſtration when the diſeaſe is 
fairly formed and characteriſed, may be 
recommended and practiſed by every ho- 
neſt and judicious ſurgeon. Indeed the 
circumſtances of frequent pain, and mani- 


O 4 teſt 


which will cure a cancerous habit, we de not pretend to it, 
when the conſtitution is infected neither our knives nor our 
cauſtics will avail, they can only remove or deſtroy the lo- 
cal miſchief; but will not relieve the general one in the con- 
ſtitution. Whoever ſays otherwiſe, ſays what 1s not true, 
and whoever believes otherwiſe is impoſed upon; when the 
habit is concerned, as it too frequently is, it muſt be an in- 
ternal remedy that proves a ſpeciſic, whenever we are fo 
happy to be bleſſed with the diſcovery : the ſuppoſition 
that a ſpecific eſcharotic which by deſtroying the part to 
which it is applied can remove the diſeaſe from the gencral 
habit, and prevent its ſeizing on anothgr, 25 an abſurdity, 
which one would ſuppoſe was too great even for the moſt 
eredulous believer to ſwallow. All that our inſtruments or 
applications can do is, as I have already faid, to extirpate 
the local miſchief, their power goes no farther, but it ſome- 
times happens that after ſuch part has been cut off or de- 
ſtroyed, a favourable turn in a conſtitution, the arrival 
of puberty, the removal of long obſtructed evacuatioas, eſ- 
pecially uterine ones, &c. ſhall reſtore the patient to a or- 
ter ſtate of health, and prevent any new appearance of the 
diſeaſe, at leaſt for a time. 

In this caſe, if the extirpation was made by an external 
application and not by an inftrument, ſuch application 1+ 
thought to have wrought the cure, and has all the credit 
of doing what it really had no ſhare in, conſidered as a fpe- 
cific, and what it never can do again, but 'n the Tike acct. 


dental circumſtances. 


194 PRACTICALREMARKS 07 
feſt increaſe of ſize, are by ſome looked 
upon as ſuch marks of a malignant difpo- 
fition in the habit, that they reckom them 
among the diſſuaſives from the operation, 
even tho' the ſpermatic veſſels are free, and 
of a natural ſize, Theſe gentlemen J 
think carry their fears and apprehenſions 
much too far; pain and a quick increaſe 
of ſize are, as I juſt now obſerved, no fa- 
vourable ſymptoms, they ſhew a diſpoſition 
to miſchicf, but are not quite ſuch poſitive 
proofs of a cancerous habit as to render 
all hopes from the removal of the diſeafed 
parts vain, there have been inſtances to the 
contrary, and tho' no honeſt man will pre- 
tend to promiſe ſucceſs even in the moſt 
favourable of theſe caſes, yet thoſe which 
have not been quite ſo promiſing, even 
thoſe in which the ſpermatic proceſs has 
been plainly diſeaſed, have ſucceeded often 
enough to make the chance of a cure by 
the operation, preferable to the certain mi- 
ſery which muſt attend the not ſubmitting 
to it. In ſhort, this is a part of ſurgery in 
which the words of Hippocrates © Experi- 
entia fallax judicium difficile” are ſo often 
verified, there is ſo much uncertainty with 
regard to the event, and ſo much depends 
upon 
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upon the conſtitution and habit of the pa- 
tient after the part is removed, that tho a 
practitioner is vindicable in preſſing what he 
has moſt often ſeen to ſucceed, yet he muſt 
always take care to make ſuch a prognoſtic. 
as not to ſuffer by a failure of ſucceſs ; that 
is, he muſt not promiſe too much. 

But if there is ſome difference among 
practitioners concerning the fitneſs of the 
operation in ſome of the perſons and cir- 
cumſtances above mentioned, they are all 
perfectly agreed in its unfitneſs in ſome 
others, ſuch are all thoſe in whom the ſper- 
matic proceſs is inlarged or indurated quite 
up to the belly; they whoſe fallow com- 
plexion, wan countenance, want of fleſh, and 
frequent hectic fever, indicate a thoroughly 
bad or cachectic habit; they whoſe frequent 

cholic 


5 Among ſome of the modern French writers will be 
found hiſtories of caſes in which caſtration has been per- 
formed upon a diſeaſed ſpermatic. chord even within the 
belly, and directions to divide the tendinous aperture vf the 
abdominal muſcle in order to trace and try the procefs within 
the cavity, but this operation muſt be placed among many 
others which make a figure in books only; or if ever they 
are performed, ſerve to prove the raſhneſs and inſenſibility 
of the operator, much more than his humanity or his 
judgment. 

The ſymptoms, and the event of the very caſes which 
have been produced in its defence, are the ſtrongeit diſſua- 
fives from making the attempt. ily 
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cholic pains ſhew that the cancerous virus 
makes its attacks on ſome of the internal 
parts ; they who have the misfortune to 
have ſchirrhous or cancerous tumors in 

other parts; and they whoſe habits are 

quite ſpoiled by intemperance and de- 
bauchery. In theſe, as ſucceſs cannot rea- 
ſonably be expected, no attempts ſhould 
be made, unleſs at the patient's own re- 
queſt, after he has been made acquainted 
with the hazard; leſt thoſe means ſhould 
be thereby brought into diſgrace, which 
might be ſerviceable to others: where no 
good is to be expected, there is no autho- 
rity for doing any thing; a reaſonable 
proſpect of ſucceſs will vindicate even the 
boldeſt attempt, but without ſuch proſpect 
the moſt dexterous operation is but a more 
ingenious way of tormenting. 

The operation of caſtration is ſo ſimple, 
and ſo well deſcribed in all the common 
modern books, that I will not take up the 
readers time with relating it, and ſhall 
only add a few of ſuch caſes as have fallen 
within mine own knowledge, and which 
I think may ſerve to illuſtrate what has 

already been ſaid, 


"2. CASE 
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CAS E XXV. 


A Young man about 24, ſhewed me a 


teſticle which was conſiderably en- 


larged through its whole dimenſions, and 
Was plainly and clearly a ſchirrhus of the 
moſt benign kind: it was equal in its ſur- 
face, perfectly indolent, and gave him no 
trouble but from its weight, the ſpermatic 
chord was perfectly free and of its natural 
ſize, and by ſupporting i it with a bag-truls 
he had for ſome time avoided all inconve- 
niencies from it; but for about a month 
paſt he found that it viſibly increaſed and 
was rather uneaſy. 

The patient was young and healthy, tlie 
diſeaſe, though not attended with any ma- 
lignant or alarming circumſtances, yet fairly 
characteriſed as a ſchirrhus, and from its 
late increaſe not likely to ſtand ſtill; I 
therefore adviſed extirpation, to which af- 
ter a few days conſideration he conſented, 
the operation was performed, and he has 
enjoyed a very good ſtate of health without 
any complaint for ſome years ſince. 

CASE 

* 


* 
— 

— — — — — 
—— —— — —— — — 
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CAS E XXVI. 


Man about 40, the ſon of one of the 
ſiſters in St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital, 

came hither from North America for relief 
in the caſe of a ſchirrhous teſticle, which 
was perſectly indolent, with a ſound unaf- 
fected ſpermatic proceſs, but large and very 
hard; it had been viſibly increaſing in ſize 
for a year paſt, though it gave him no 
great trouble while ſuſpended ; the pain in 
his back was great when he took off his 
bag-truſs, nor could he proſecute his bu- 
ſineſs without finding it at times very 


uneaſy. 
I made no ſcruple of adviſing him to 


have it removed, which he ſubmitted to, 
ſoon got well, and has remained fo ever 


fince. 


Theſe two caſes were of ſuch kind as 
moſt frequently do well, and therefore tho 
I could produce ſeveral of the ſame fort, I 
think it needleſs, fince they would only 
tend to prove the ſame thing, viz. that 
when the habit is good, the diſeaſe appa- 
rently local, the ſchirrhus ſmooth and in- 
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dolent, and the chord free, early extirpa- 
tion is the moſt likely means of cure, does 
very often ſucceed, and may ſafely and 


judiciouſly be propoſed and practiſed ; on 
the contrary much or frequent pain in the 
part, quick increaſe of fize, an indurated 
ſpermatic proceſs, a diſeaſed or much debi- 
litated habit, frequent cholic pains, ſchir- 
rhous or cancerous tumors, or obſtructions 
in other parts, often portend miſchief be- 
yond our art to relieve, and are good rea- 


ſons for being doubtful of ſucceſs, and wa- 


ry in undertaking the cure of ſuch caſes. 
Such as by being favourably circum- 
ſtanced, and taken care of in time termi- 
nate fortunately, have nothing in them par- 
ticularly worth noting ; but thoſe which by 
being too long neglected, irritated by im- 


proper treatment, operated upon in impro- 


per circumſtances, thoſe whole alterations 
are quick, or which ſhow a malignity of 
diſpoſition and are painful from the firſt, 


are extreamly well worth remarking both 


in their progreſs and in their event, for as 
theſe diſeaſes do not fall very frequently 
within the notice of every practitioner, they 


ought to be po upon their granny againſt _ 
2 + haſtily. 
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haſtily undertaking, or expecting or pro- 
miſing too much in the conduct of this 
very terrible, and very fallacious diſeaſe. 


CAS E XXVII. 


A Man about 47 years old, who had for 

three or four years been troubled 
with a ſchirrhous teſticle of the indolent 
kind but had refuſed the advice which had 
frequently been given him to part with it 
while the chord was free from diſeaſe, ap- 
plied to me for advice ; his ſtate was a very 
unpromiſing one, the teſticle was large, 
unequal, very troubleſome from its weight, 
and near one half of the ſpermatic proceſs 
was much inlarged and conſiderably hard- 
ened ; he had all the appearances of bad 
Health in general, and was not abſolutely 
free from ſuch diſorder in his bowels as 
might moſt probably be attributed to the 
cancerous virus. 

The gentleman be patient he was, 
came with him to me, and gave me an ac- 
count of what had been done for him for 
a year or two paſt. 


The 
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The caſe was bad, there appeared no 
chance of relief but from caſtration, the 


ſtate of the ſpermatic proceſs rendered that 


chance very ſmall, and yet the improba- 
bility of the diſeaſe remaining in its preſent 
ſtate was ſo great, that even that ſmall 
chance was worth embracing; his general 
health was certainly much impaired, and 
moiſt probably from the cancerous virus, 
but neither would this be mended by time 
or medicine, while the local diſeaſe re- 
mained : in ſhort having appriſed him of 
all the circumſtances, and acquainted him 
with the great uncertainty of the event, he 


choſe to ſubmit to the operation, which. 


we performed the next day. The ſtate of 


the proceſs juſt admitted of making the li- 


gature fairly above any diſeaſed part, and 
I made it as high as I could. 

No particular circumſtances attended the 
cure, the ſore healed in a very kindly man- 
ner, and the patient has ſince that time en- 


joyed a good ſtate of health. 


In this caſe the event was moſt fortunate, 


and by me moſt unexpected ; in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances the operation is ſeldom ad- 


viſeable becauſe ſeldom ſucceſsful, how- 
ever 
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ever this may ſerve as one of a few ins 
ſtances to prove, that where there is even 
a ſmall foundation for hope, the experiment 
of extirpation is preferable to defperation : I 
the patient or his friends ſhould not in ſuch 
caſe be flattered or deceived, but the un- 
certainty of the event being previouſly 
made known to them, the operation may 
fairly and honeſtly be propoſed and prac- 
tiſed. I 


CASE XXVII. 


Man about 5o years of age, in appa- 
rent good health, advifed with me 
concerning a ſchirrhous teſticle. 

He ſaid that he firſt perceived it about 
three years before, that it had never given 
him any pain till within the laſt fix months, 
that fince that he had had frequent pains 
darting up into his loins, and that it had 
increaſed more in the laſt ſeven or eight 
weeks than in all the reſt of the time put 
together. 

The ſpermatic proceſs was perfectly un- 
concerned, free, and of its natural fize, 
and except the pain and late increaſe of 


ſize there was no o juſt objection to the ope- 
ration 
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ration: I propoſed it and he ſubmitted to 
it. 

At the end of about ſeven months he 
Was ſeized with violent acute pains all 


about the region of his kidneys, attended 


with ſpaſmodic cramps in the muſcles of 
reſpiration, and all the ſymptoms of a pe- 
ripneumony, which in about a fortnight 
killed him. Upon opening his body the 


glandula renalis was as big as a large Se- 


ville orange and truly ſchirrhous, and no 
other appearance of diſeaſe in either the 
thorax or abdomen. 


CASE XXIX. 
A* Voung man about 24 years old deſired 


y opinion concerning a teſticle, 


which 4 beginning to enlarge, and was 


already become very hard. 

The account he gave was as follows. 
That about ſeven or eight months ago he 
had had a common hernia humoralis, in 
conſequence of a gonorrhœa being ſup- 
preſſed by hard riding; that the inflam- 
matory ſymptoms were ſoon removed by 


evacuation, reſt, and proper applications, 


but that neither the teſticle nor epididymis 
P had 
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had ever returned to their natural ſize: 

that the ſurgeon who had the care of him 
had, fince the inflammation was gone off, 
given him a conſiderable quantity of mer- 
curial medicine internally, and rubbed in 
a good deal of the ointment externally, ſo 
much as to have made his mouth at one time 
very ſore; that he had alſo taken two or 
three mercurial vomits, but no alteration 
was thereby made either in the conſiſtence 
or ſize of the teſticle. 

It was perfectly indolent even upon 
handling, and had a ſtony incompreſſible 
hardneſs, but the ſpermatic veſſels were in 
a ſound and natural ſtate. 

I told him that whatever might have 
given riſe to it, I was well perſuaded that 
it would never yield to medicine of any 
kind; that it was a true ſchirrhus; that 
though it was indolent and quiet now, no 
man would pretend to fay how long it 
might remain ſo; and that I ſhould by all 
means adviſe him to part with it while it 
was in its preſent ſtate, rather than ſtay 
till there ſhould be ſuch an alteration in it, 
as might induce him to think of the ope- 


ration when it-migzht be too late. 
| To 
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To this he would not agree, and I ſaw 


no more of him for near four months ; at 
the end of which time he called upon me 
again, with the teſticle conſiderably larger, 
but ſtill indolent, and the ſpermatic proceſs 
quite unaffected. 

I repeated my former advice, and he 
again refuſed to comply with it. 

In about two months more he came to 
me again; the teſticle was ſtill larger, and 


between it and the tunica vaginalis a ſmall 


quantity of fluid was very perceptible. 

He faid that he had ſhowed it to two 
other ſurgeons, both of whom had pro- 
miſed him much relief, if not a cure from 
letting out the water, which they ſaid was 
what made the ſwelling, but that he would 
not let it be done till he had ſpoke with 
me. 

I told him that I had not the leaſt doubt 
bat that there was a fluid, but that I ap- 
prehended it to be much leſs in quantity 
than he, or they who had promiſed him a 
cure from letting it out, thought it was; 
that it appeared to me to make fo ſmall a 
part of the tumor that the decreaſe of ſize 
upon making the puncture would bear no 
proportion to what he expected; that this 

1 water 
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water made no part of the original diſeaſe ; 
that an opening made into a teſticle fo cir- 
cumſtanced might excite ſome very trou- 
bleſome ſymptoms which he had not at 
preſent ; and that if he could ſubmit to 
have any thing at all done to it, I thought 
he had much better have it removed at 
once. 15 

He again left me much diſſatisfied, and 
rather angry, he thought me too tenacious 
of my own opinion, and too regardleſs of 
that of others; but I had ſeen ſo many of 
thele caſes that I was in no doubt about 
what was right to be done, and I knew the 
people who had ſeen him too well, to ſup- 
poſe they would leave any thing unat- 
tempted while he believed, and payed: a 
bold promiſe of relief is almoſt ſure of gain- 
ing credit from the diſtreſſed, let the im- 
probability of performance be ever ſo great: 
he very ſoon applied to have the puncture 
made, by which a very ſmall quantity of 
bloody ſerum was diſcharged, and the ſize 
of the teſticle ſo little reduced thereby, 
that the operator would fain haye perſuaded, 
him to. have permitted a lancet to have 
been thruſt into the body of it: this how- 
ever he did not comply with. 
| : | Being 
3 
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Being vexed at what had happened, and 
aſhamed of the people he had truſted, I 
ſaw nothing of him for near two months; 
he then came to me again but in a very dit- 
ferent plight from what I had ever before 
ſeen him in; his complexion was become 
unhealthy, he had loſt fleſh confiderably, 
the tumor was larger and unequal, the ſper- 
matic chord diſeaſed quite up to the groin, 
and from the time of mating the puncture 
he had hardly ever been caly. 

I was very ſorry to be obliged to ſay that 
I could do him little or no good; that it 
was too late for the operation ; and that he 
mult have recourſe to gentle evacuations, 
opiates, and other palliative remedies. 

He now of courſe fell into the hands of 
thoſe who only want a little ready money, 
and having tried two or three of them 
without ſucceſs, he was adviled to take the 
cicuta, which he did for a conſiderable 
time and in large doſes; but here as in all 
the other caſes in which I have ſeen it 
given, it did nothing at all towards a cure. 

He was now truly in a moſt deplorable 
Nate, the teſticle of an amazing ſize, the 
ſpermatic chord quite up to the groin fo 
large as hardly to be graſped with the 
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hand, and a prodigious tumor within that 
ſide of his belly, his pain acute and con- 


ſtant, his fleſh, appetite and ſtrength quite 


gone. 

In theſe circumſtances ſome believer in 
the omnipotence of the ſublimate ſolution 
put him into a courſe of it, which in one 
reſpect was of great uſe to him, for it ſoon 
put an end to a molt miſerable exiſtence. 


CES E| XXX. 


A Man about 50 years old, ſhewed me 


a large diſeaſed teſticle, which he ſaid 
had been getting to that ſize near four years, 
and was produced as he thought by a Kick 
of a young child. 

The ſurgeon who attended his family, 
and who had often ſeen it, had frequently 
perſuaded him to have it removed, but he 
would never think of it till urged by pain. 

It was now large and unequally hard, 
had in ſome parts a quantity of fluid in the 
vaginal tunic, in others none; it was ten- 
der to the touch, gave him great uneaſineſs 


in his back from its ts weight, and even when 
ended 


. 
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ſuſpended had frequent dartings up the 


proceſs. 

The ſpermatic chord was perfectly free, 
without the leaſt fulneſs, but the frequency 
and acuteneſs of his pain, deprived him 
of his natural reſt, and gave him an un- 
healthy appearance. 

I told him that he had certainly miſſed 
the moſt favourable opportunity by not 
ſubmitting to the operation while the teſ- 
ticle was in a ſtate of indolence; and that 
ſome of his preſent circumſtances were ra- 
ther unlucky, but that as the ſpermatic 
chord was yet unaffected, and as the teſti- 
cle was got into a painful and increaſing 
ſtate, and there was little probability that 
it would ever again become eaſy, or ceaſe 
to enlarge, I thought it was better to take 
the chance of the operation, than run the 
riſque of that certain miſery which mult 
attend the farther progreſs of the diſeaſe if 
the teſticle was not removed. 

The patient conſented, the operation was 
performed, and every thing went on in a 
favourable manner, until the ſore was re- 
duced to the ſize of a ſixpence; he was 
then ſeized with frequent cholic pains in 
his bowels, and the ſore began to fret, look 

F foul, 
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foul, and ſpread : in about a fortnight's time 
it got to the ſize of the palm of a hand; 
bled frequently, gleeted largely, was ex- 
treamly offenſive, and very painful, nothing 
that he took or did had any effect on it, 
and having lingered in a moſt miſerable 
manner for ſeveral] months he died. 


CAS E XXXI. 
A* Working man about 47, who had been 


in every hoſpital i in London for an in- 
dolent ſchirrhous teſticle, and in moſt of 
them had been adviſed to part with it, 
came into St. Bartholomew' S. 

The teſticle which had till within the 
laſt month been ſmooth and even, was 
now become une qual and painful; he had 
frequent pains in his bowels without ſtools, 
and a fallow complexion, which was plain- 
ly the effect of diſeaſe, but the ſpermatic 
chord was perfectly free and ſound. 

I told him that I thought he had miſſed 
the opportunity of having the teſticle re- 
moved, and would have perſuaded him not 
to think of it now, but he was fo alarmed 
by the alteration, that he begg'd to take 
the chance of it at all events. 


Nothing 
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Nothing which implied any latent miſ- 
chief appeared during the cure, and at the 
end of about two months the man went 
out well. 

In fix months time he came to me again 
with a pallid face, a waſted habit, and a 
truly cancerous fungus of conſiderable ſize 
in his groin, 

This was removed, and ſoon roſe again, 
was very painful, bled, and gleeted as uſual; 
his pains in his bowels were ſuch and fo 
frequent as to neceſſitate him to have re- 
courſe to opium, from which he obtained 
the uſual temporary relief, but in leſs than 
a year he died. 


C AS E WII. 


Man about 50 was brought into St. 
Bartholomew's Hoſpital for an acci- 
dental hurt, of which he ſoon got well, 
and when he was going to be diſcharged 
defired Mr. Freke who was his ſurgeon, to 
look at one of his teſticles. It was large 
and unequally hard, gave him much pain 
at times, and ſeemed to contain a quantity 
of fluid in the body of it ; the ſpermatic 
chord was * free juſt at its paſſage 
through 
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through the muſcle, but for near half way 
between that point and the teſticle was 
diſeaſed and conſiderably enlarged. 

Some of the gentlemen preſent expreſſed 
their apprehenſion that' this ſtate of the 
lower part of the proceſs might render 
the operation ſucceſeleſs, but Mr. Freke 
was of another opinion, and performed it 
immediately. 

The veſſels of all that part of the pro- 
ceſs which appeared diſeaſed were knotty 


and varicous to a great degree, and the 


connecting membrane much thickened ; 
the epididymis and teſticle were quite con- 
founded together, and in the body of the 
latter was a quantity of bloody ſanies, con- 
tained in two or three large cells. 

The man got no reſt after the operation, 
the veſſels of the cellular membrane 
bled through all the dreflings, which 
were neceſſarily renewed two or three 
times on that account ; in a few hours af- 
ter caſtration he became very hot and fe- 
verith, and his pulſe quick and hard. 

The next day he bled again, -not from 
the chord, or from any particular veſlel, 
but from the whole divided dartos; the 

ſcrotum 
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fcrotum was ſwelled and loaded but not 
much inflamed, his pulſe was inconceivably 
rapid, he complained. of acute pain in his 
back, a burning heat within, an intolerable 
thirſt, and an anxiety that was terrible to 
him; toward night his pulſe faultered, he 
became eaſy, and his extremities cold, and 
early next morning died. | 


Upon opening him all the cellular mem- 
brane which invelopes the ſpermatic veſ- 
ſels, and all that of the neighbouring parts 
was diſcoloured, as if it had been bruiſed, 
and all the cells diſtended as if they had 
been blown up deſignedly. 

The ſame rapid deſtruction I ſaw in an- 


other man who underwent the operation in 


nearly the ſame ſtate both of the ſper- 
matic proceſs, and of general health, and 
I was informed that, upon opening him 
after death, the appearances were exactly 
ſimilar to the preceding. 


CASE XXXUI. 


A Man about 3o, of a full plethoric . 
bit, had a tumor in the ſpermatic pro- 


ceſs, about its middle; it was hard, cir- 


CUI" 
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cumſcribed, indolent when not meddled 
with, but painful a long time after being 
handled, and the pain of ſuch kind as to 
indicate no very benign diſpoſition in the 
tumor if it ſhould accidentally be irritated ; 
the teſticle was perfectly free and uncon- 


cerned. 
I adviſed him to loſe fome blood, and 


uſe other evacuations ; to put on a ſuſpen- 
ſory bag, and thereby take off all weight 
from the proceſs, and to let me ſee him 
again in ten days or a fortnight. 

I did not ſee him again for near a month; 
he went from me to a rupture- doctor who 
put him on a truſs and gave him an ex- 
ternal application, bidding him come to 
him again in a week's time. The preſſure 
of the bandage joined poſſibly to ſome ir- 
ritating quality in the ointment, made the 
tumor become much larger and conſtantly 
painful ; upon which his Doctor applied 
an adheſive plaſter, and after he had worn 
that a few days, thruſt a lancet into the 
body of the ſwelling : nothing but blood 
followed the inſtrument, he inlarged the 
opening, filled it with lint, and for ſeveral] 
days following dreſſed it with precipitate. 


The man finding himſelf grow hourly 
worſe 
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worſe came to me again, with as truly can- 
cerous a fore as I ever ſaw, and the ſper- 
matic proceſs above ſo diſeaſed, that there 
was no opportunity of attempting the 
operation with the leaſt probability of ſuc- 
ceſs ; neither could we by any means pal- 
liate its fury after it had been fo thoroughly 
irritated : for ſeveral months he ſuffered all 
the miſeries which accompany ſuch caſes, 
and then died, having a large hard, diſeaſed 
body within the belly extending from the 
groin quite up to the kidney on that fide. 


CAS E XXXIV. 


A Man about 50 deſired my advice about 

a diſeaſed teſticle, it was about the 
fize of a ſmall pomegranate, very hard, 
perfectly indolent, and the ſpermatic veſ- 
ſels and proceſs unaffected by the diſeaſe. 
He told me that he only wanted to know 
whether he could be cured of it without 
caſtration, which he was determined not 
to ſubmit to. 

I gave him my opinion very freely con- 
cerning the great improbability of medicine 
of any kind producing any good effect on 
the ſchirrhus, and was not ſorry that he 

had 
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had reſolved not to ſubmit to the operation, 
there being ſome circumſtances in his ge- 
neral conſtitution which were very diſcou- 
raging; he had a fallow, wan, diſeaſed 
countenance, a general want of muſcular 
fleſh and firmneſs, and a very frequent cho- 
lic, attended ſometimes with a diarrhoea 
that withſtood all remedies, ſometimes 
with an obſtinate coſtiveneſs. 

In the ſpace of two or three years he took 
a great variety of medicines, and ſaw a 
great variety of people, phyſicians, ſurgeons, 
quacks, &c. but found no benefit, nor did 
the teſticle ſuffer the leaſt alteration, or the 
proceſs ever become affected. 

He died of a dyſentery, and when he was 
opened his meſentery was found full of large 
hard ſchirrhous knots, all the lymphatic 
glands about the receptaculum chyli, and 
thoracic duct, remarkably diſeaſed, and the 
the liver confiderably enlarged and hardned. 


=_zASE. XXXV. 


Was deſired to viſit a man whoſe teſticle 

had been enlarged for near three years, 
but perfectly indolent, and without any 
affection of the proceſs. 


About 


————— — 
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About a fortnight or three weeks before 
I faw him, the perſon who had the care of 
him fancied that he felt a fluctuation deep 
in the body of it, and taking it for matter, 
plunged a knife into it; no diſcharge fol- 
lowed the inciſion, but in a few days a 
moſt horrid fungus thruſt itſelf out from it, 
attended with frequent pain, hemorrhage, 
&c. and when I ſaw it the proceſs, was got 
into ſuch a ſtate, that nobody who, knew 
what they were about, would attempt | the 
operation. 

This poor man did not long ſurvive; the 
ſymptoms advanced with amazing rapidity, 
and in a very ſhort time put an end to a 
moſt miſerable being. 


CAS E XXXVI. 


A Man about 48 years old, who lived at 

ſome Diſtance from London, found 
one of his teſticles become hard, larger in 
ſize than it uſed to be, and when on horſe- 
back ſomewhat painful. Having been ſe- 
veral times clapt, and twice been confined 
with a hernia humoralis, he thought this 
was of the ſame kind, and applied to the 


apothecary of the village where he lived, 
| who 
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who not being much accuſtomed to ſur- 
gery, and in ſome degree miſled by the 
patient's own opinion and account, looked 
on it in the ſame light, and gave him ſe- 
veral doſes of calomel. Theſe not ſuc- 
ceeding to his wiſh, he confined the pati- 
ent to his bed, applied a pultice to the 
ſcrotum, and gave him two or three vomits 
of the mercurius emeticus flayus. 

By this proceſs the man loſt his appetite 
and fleſh, became feveriſh and got little 


ſleep, the teſticle ſtill peas larger and 


harder. 

I was now conſulted by letter, and gave 
it as my opinion that the caſe was not ve- 
nereal ; that all mercurial medicines, and 
every thing that was likely to increaſe the 
velocity of the circulation, were wrong, 
and would be found prejudicial ; and that 
whatever the true nature of the diſeaſe 


- might be, or whatever it might be ne- 


ceſſary to do hereafter, the point to be aimed 
at now was to abate the fever, to keep 
the body gently open, and to get down 
what he could of the lighteſt and ſofteſt 
nutriment, and recommended the drinking 
of the decoct. ſarſaparillæ, with a third part 
of milk for his common drink. 


In 
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In another letter which I received at 
about three weeks diſtance from the former, 
my opinion was aſked about the cicuta; to 
which I anſwered, that in ſchirrheas and 
cancerous caſes (one of which 1 took this 
this to be) I had never ſeen any benefit to | 
ariſe from it, though uſed for a long time 
in very large doſes, and in many people; 
but that on the other hand, I had never ſeen 
it do any harm, and therefore had no ob- 
jection to its being uſed. 
In about two months or a little more, 
I had another letter, giving me an account © 
that the cicuta had been taken freely, and | | 
had alſo been applied as a pultice exter- | 
nally ; that in about a month from its firſt - 
application the patient's pains both in the 
part and in his back increaſed remarkably ; 
that he now and then complained of a fort 
of chillineſs, and that there had been about 
that time a palpable fluctuation of a fluid, 
pretty near to the ſurface ; that this fluid 
had been let out with the point of a lancet, 
and proved to be a ſmall quantity of bloody a 
water ; that from the time this aperture 
had been made, the pain in the teſticle; 48 
well as its ſize, had increaſed ; that by con- 
tinuing the pultice of cicuta, with the ad- 
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dition of ſome Burgundy pitch, a col- 


lection of matter was now produced, and 
plainly to be felt deep in the body of it; 
and I was now deſired to give my opinion 
in what manner I would adviſe the letting 
it out. 

I returned for anſwer, that it was not very 
agreeable to give a poſitive opinion on a 
caſe which one had never ſeen, and there- 
fore defired that what I was going to ſay 
might not be miſconſtrued, or applied to 
any other caſe than what I took this to be: 
that if I was right in my conjecture, this was 
a ſchirrhus, which was becoming cancerous 
apace, and would in a very ſhort time ſhew 
more of its malignant diſpoſition ; that the 
fluid which had been let out was nothing 
more than ſome of the water of the tunica 
vaginalis teſtis, whoſe abſorption was pre- 
vented, and whoſe bloody colout was 
produced by the diſeaſed ſtate of the te- 
ſticle itſelf; that I ſhould hardly have 
adviſed the letting it out at all, much 
leſs while it was in that ſmall quantity; 
that the fluid which was now felt to 
fluctuate deep in the body of the teſticle 
was. by no means the effect of of a kind- 


ly ſuppuration (as by the queſtion pro- 


| poſed 
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poſed concerning the manner of letting it 
out they ſeemed to think it) ; that I did 
verily believe they would find the quantity 
diſcharged bore little proportion to the ſize 
of the tumor, and conſequently it would 
even at firſt be very little diminiſhed by it; 
and that I did alſo apprehend, that, fo far 
from producing an alleviation of the ſymp- 
toms, it would aggravate them all, and 
render the diſeaſe {till more painful and 
hazardous, 

To this I received a ſhort anſwer, ac- 
quainting me that it was apprehended I 
had miſtaken the caſe ; that they had alſo 
conſulted another perſon in London, who 
from the account given of the freedom of 
the ſpermatic chord, of the preceding her- 


niæ humorales, and probably from ſome 
miſrepreſentation of the appearances, had 
adviſed the making an opening by the 
knife, which had been done. 

I heard no more about it for near 
another month, and then was ſent for to 
an inn in this town, where I found the 
patient in a ſituation truly deplorable ; the 
teſticle was amazingly large, and one half 
of it covered by a prodigious fungus, 
which was intolerably painful, gleeted 


** largely, 
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largely, and at times bled profuſely; the 
ſpermatic proceſs was very large alſo, and 
| a tumor plainly to be felt within the belly, 
cauſed by the diſeaſed: ſtate of the ſemina} 
} veſſels within the cavity; the man's ſtrength 
was exhauſted, his fleſh all gone, he had 
not the leaſt appetite, and got no ep; 
J told him I was ſorry I could do him © 
ſervice, and in about a week or ten days 
after his arrival in London, he died. 


O the caſes which I have produced 
relative to this diſeaſe, I might add 

ſome more of like ſort, which I have either 
treated or ſeen ; but am inclined to believe 
; that thoſe already related will be found 
I ſufficient to verify, as much as this very un- 
certain kind of malady will admit of veri- 
fication, what I have advanced at the be- 
ginning of this ſection, viz. That when 

once the diſeaſe is fairly characteriſed, they 

have the beſt chance of permanent relief, 

or cure, who ſubmit ſooneſt to the ex- 
tirpation of it; that tho' early caſtration 

does frequently rid the patient totally of 

his diſeaſe, yet it is not always to be de- 

pended pos, or promiſed; ; that the ap- 

Pear ance 
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pearance of good general habit, and free- 
dom from other bad ſymptoms, inſtead of 
being reaſons for delaying the operation, 
are really the ſtrongeſt arguments for pro- 
Poſing it; that a pallid countenance, lean 
abit, frequent cholic pains, &c. are rea- 
ſons for being doubtful of ſucceſs, but do 
not always and invariably portend the 
failure of it. That where there is from 
the ſtate of the parts affected even a chance 
of removing the diſeaſe by extirpation, it 
is preferable to deſperation, and to that 
degree of miſery which moſt frequently 
attends the negle&t of it; that on the 
other hand where the parts concerned are 
in ſuch ſtate as not to afford a probable 
proſpect of ſucceſs, an honeſt or a humane 
man will not think himſelf vindicated in 
making ſuch an attempt as muſt neceſſarily 
add to the patient's miſery without giving 
him any chance of relief. 

And That when the teſticle is poſſeſſed 

by a true ſchirrhus or cancer, it ought to be 

clearly extirpated or not meddled with at 
all, I mean by way of operation. 


